CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY
SPRING 2006 SEMESTER

CHAMINADE MAIN CAMPUS
SYLLABUS

COURSE: 
ED 670: Issues of Peace, Social Justice and Educational Reform
DATES: 


April 3- June 8, 2006
DAYS/TIME/LOCATION:
Internet http://webct.chaminade.edu 
INSTRUCTOR:

Erika Cravalho

TELEPHONE:

348-6290

E-MAIL:


auntyerika@gmail.com
OFFICE HOURS:

By appointment

REQUIRED TEXTBOOK:

Kessler, Rachael. The Soul of Education. ASCD, 2000.

Mechmann, Edward. God, Society and the Human Person. New York: Society of Saint Paul, 2000.

Palmer, Parker. The Courage to Teach. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, Inc. Publishers, 1998.
RATIONALE:

It is important for educators to explore and to understand the paradigm shifts occurring today that are redefining teaching and learning for the 21st century.  The paradigm shifts in question refer to transformative change rather than simply reforming existing societal and educational structures.  The underlying assumption is that long-term transformative change toward a more just and compassionate society is accomplished through cultural change and institutionalized in social, political, and educational structures.
The exploration of educational structures is intended to identify and to address issues of structural violence in society, in general, and in schools in particular.  This exploration leads naturally to the discovery of educational strategies that embody the ideals of a just society.  Therefore, pertaining to schools, this course will focus on analyzing issues of peace, social justice, and educational transformation.

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

The focus of this course is on issues of peace, social justice, and educational change with implications for cultural and educational structures and classroom practices as they apply to a more just society.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:
· To help students become aware of different educational paradigms and the 

relationship to reform and transformation. HTSB 5A, 6E, 9G
· To explore concepts of peace, social justice, culture, and educational transformation relating to individuals and institution (particularly schools). HTSB 2E, 3B, 3E, 5A, 6B, 7C, 8D
· To examine educational curriculum that models issues of peace, social justice, and educational transformation. HTSB 2F, 3B, 4F, 5D, 6F, 7E, 7G, 9G
· To provide and opportunity to investigate a theory of social justice that is consistent with the Marianist philosophy. HTSB 1E, 2A, 2C, 3B-C, 3F, 4C, 5E, 6E, 7F, 9H.
COURSE FORMAT:

A variety of teaching and learning activities will be utilized including: discussions, presentations, sharing, short essays, lesson plans, and written projects.

COMPUTER REQUIREMENTS:

All students will need to be able to access the Internet.  If students need to do this from a Chaminade computer, and they do not have a Chaminade account with a user-id and password, they will nee to fill out paperwork available at the Chaminade Computer Lab.  Otherwise it is assumed the student can access the Internet from their home or school computer.  Everyone will need an email address.


COURSE REQUIRMENTS:

Commitment: Student commitment is very important is this course.  A 10% deduction will be made for the late submittal of any assignment.  Students should notify the instructor in advance if assignments cannot be completed by the given deadlines. A zero will be given for any assignments not turned-in by the last class sessions.

Incomplete: An incomplete (I) grade will be given only under emergency situations and much dialogue between the student and instructor has taken place; prior to the deadline for submitted grades to the Registrar’s Office.


Participation





50 points


Children’s Literature Review



20 points


Application Paper (3 x 20 pts)


60 points


Reflection Paper (2 x 10 pts)



20 pts


Peace, social justice, or educational reform paper
25 points


Lesson






25 points

EXPLANATION OF COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

Attendance and Participation: Students are expected to log in several times each week to a Chaminade WebCT course and participation in the weekly on-line discussions relate to assigned readings and other topics.  Reflection Papers should be posted to WebCT for the correct weekly discussion (by Learning Group) by 11:59 P.M. on Monday of each week.  The Response Papers should be posted to the correct weekly discussion (by Learning Group) by 11:59 P.M. on Thursday of each week.
In addition to writing and responding, students need to log into discussions that will assuredly take place as a result of reading each others’ response paper, within your learning group.

Application Paper/Reflection Paper: Several reading assignments will be given in the course and written application or reflection for each will be submitted. The application paper and reflection papers must be typed, 2-3 pages for each paper.  
Work submitted should reflect graduate expectations in terms of scope, depth, writing mechanics, appearance, and APA style for citations within discussions and reference list. Students are advised to type their papers on the computer, spell check and grammar check their work, and then copy their text and paste it into each week’s discussion message in the body of the message.  Although WebCT can accept attached files, the instructor prefers that all students copy/paste their work for these application/reflection papers into the body of the discussion message on WebCT.  That way it will not matter if students are using different word processing software to write their papers.

Your assignment for each application paper is to relate the theories and/or concepts presented in the text to:

· peace, social justice, and educational reform

· application of these concepts/ideas in your educational setting
· citations from the respective text will be used in each paper to strengthen your rationale and application.
The reflection papers will be an assignment for you to share your ideas and experiences with the rest of the class. 

Due on MONDAYS by 11:59 P.M. Hawaii time
WebCT Response Papers: Students will participate with WebCT discussions related to assigned reading.  Students are to post their response to their Learning Group’s application/reflection papers in the Discussion message part of WebCT.  All students are expected to log into WebCT twice a week to read each other’s reflections and to respond to each other’s papers.  A response paper is expected to be at least one page in length with a robust paragraph in response to each member of the group.  An example follows.  The student responding would type his or her name at the beginning of the response.  That would be followed by separate paragraphs beginning with the group member’s name the student is responding to.  This means that all group members must make every effort to post their application/reflection papers on-time.  This will assure all group members will have ample time to read, and then respond to each of the group members in this manner.

Refer to Sample Response Paper Below:

	Your Name- response to group #

Student A: xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Student B: xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Student C: xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Student D: xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx





Note: The xxxx represents the text the responding group member types in.  The Student A, Student B, Student C, Student D, etc represent where the responding group member types in the name of the group member he or she is responding to.  Each group member has to respond to each of the other group members, in the format shown above.

Due on THURSDAYS by 11:59 P.M. Hawaii time

Children’s Literature Review: Each student will write a reflection paper about one children’s literature book that could be used to integrate issues of peace in education and/or social justice into our 21st century classrooms.  This is expected to be 2-3 pages in length and contain the following information:
· book title

· author

· ISBN

· A synopsis of the book

· A detailed rationale of why this book is appropriate for integrating issues of peace in education and or social justice into our 21st century classrooms.

Examples of books (please find one other than these to use):

· Charlotte’s Web (friendship)

· The Giver (compassion and empathy)

Students will post Children’s Literature discussions in their Learning Groups.   Refer to the schedule for when things are due.  All members of the Learning Group will respond and discuss the use of the books and the lesson plans that their group recommended.  Please use the same response format stated above.
Lesson Plan: Develop and present a peace or social justice lesson plan.  Incorporate what we have learned in our readings into the lesson.  Use material you would use on your current class (O & P, Student Teaching class okay). The lesson plan must be in the format provided by the instructor.
Each student will post his or her Lesson Plan to their Learning Group via attachment.  Each student member of the group will read and respond to the lesson plan.  Please use the same format stated above.

Peace, social justice, and educational transformation paper: Each student will select a topic that will demonstrate your knowledge, understanding and ability to use the information from this course for educational change toward peace and justice.  In narrative form, 7-8 pages will be typewritten.  The appendices and bibliography are not included in the 7-8 pages.  The following questions will be researched and answered: what is change; what are the causes of the needed change; what benefits and outcomes will be made if the change is implemented; what processes would you need to make the change; what personnel would be involved?  Use specific examples in the school or system (anonymously).  Citations must be utilized in the paper to strengthen your important points, feelings, and opinions.  The APA Manual will be used for this paper.  Your paper must reference 5 different sources, course readings and outside readings should both be utilized.  
Each student will post his or her Transformation Paper to their Learning Group via attachment.  Each member of the group will read and respond to the Transformation Paper.  Please use the same format stated above.

Learning Groups: Students will be place into a learning group by the professor during the first week.  

· Each learning group may have between 3-5 members

· The instructor will notify the students via WebCT email of their Learning Group number (1, 2, 3, etc).

· In WebCT, click on Mail
· Click on Inbox
· Click on the message ED670 Learning Group

Each week by Monday, students must go to the Discussions folder of WebCT.

· Click on Main
· It will expand to display each week discussion session that the instructor has set up for the course.  

· Click on the green triangle next to the folder for your group (for example, Group 1- Application: The Soul of Education).  It will expand to show the message posted by the instructor.  

· Click on the weekly message from the professor.

· Read the message.  I will include the reading(s) upon which the application/reflection paper is for.

· Write your paper using word processing software.  Spell check and grammar check your work please.  

· Post your paper by clicking Reply for the message posted by the instructor, copying and pasting your reflection in the message box, and then clicking on Post.

· Wait 3 days.  On Thursday, log into WebCT again.

· Everyone in the group should read each person’s paper and respond to them within a single page response, as described above.  

Please make sure you post your papers and responses in their group appropriate folders.  
GRADING SYSTEM:

The point value of assignments and participation is 200.  Letter grades are based on the following system:


180-200
=
A


160-179
=
B

A grade of C or below will not be credited toward a graduate degree and the student will have to repeat the course.
ADMINISTRATIVE REQUIREMENTS:

Attendance: University policy requires students to attend all class meetings of courses for which they are registered.  If an emergency prevents you from attending, the instructor should be informed.

Incompletes: Incompletes may be given if the student is able to complete a portion of the work due to circumstances beyond the control of the student.  The incomplete contract must be signed by the student and instructor.  It will specify when the work must be completed.  Usually the work must be completed in 90 days, if it is not; the incomplete will revert to the grade the student would have earned that is specified on the incomplete form.
Intellectual Property: Plagiarism is the offering of another as one’s own and may include but no limited to the following:

· Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgement to the author.

· Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid changes in plagiarism.  Proper acknowledgement of the source is always mandatory.

· Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgement.

· Submitting as one’s original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, lesson plan, or other assignment that has not been prepared by another individual.
Freedom of Expression: Students are free to express different views than those presented in this course but these diverse views must be grounded in research.  Students are required to complete all assignments and study the materials presented in class whether there is agreement with the specific bodies of knowledge set forth in this course.

Disabilities: See Student Handbook and Academic Planner, Students with Disabilities Requesting Accommodations, page 84-85.

ED670: ISSUES OF PEACE, SOCIAL JUSTICE, AND EDUCATIONAL REFORM
WEEKLY CLASS SCHEDULE: READING AND ACTIVITIES

Papers are due to be posted to WebCT by 11:59 P.M. on Monday of each week that the class meets.  Response papers are due to be posted to WebCT by 11:59 P.M. on Thursday of each week that the class meets.  Syllabus may be adjusted to meet the needs of the class.
Week 1 Part 1 Due Thursday 4/6/06
Email your name, phone number, and email address to the instructor.  

Week 1 Part 2 Due Thursday 4/6/06

Post your introduction in the discussion folder entitled “Introductions.” Within your introduction, include the following:

· Name
· Where you live
· Your teaching experience, include where and what you are currently teaching if applicable.
· Where you are in the Chaminade program
· What you enjoy doing
· Why you believe it is so important to integrate issues of peace and social justice into the classroom
You may also attach a picture of yourself, your family, or students.

After you post your message, click on the Update Listing button at the top of the Discussing page.  This will allow you to see what you just posted has indeed been posted.  

Note: Responses are not required this week.

Week 2 Part 1 
Read The Soul of Education (Kessler) Chapter 1-4

Week 2 Part 2 
Choose a Children’s Literature book you like and write a reflection.  Post it to your group Discussion page. Due Monday 4/10/06
Log onto WebCT and write your response paper on each of your group members.  Due Thursday 4/13/06

​​​​​​​
Week 3 

Read The Soul of Education (Kessler) Chapter 5-8.  Write your application paper to this book.  Due Monday 4/17/06
Log onto WebCT and write your response paper to each of your group members. 

Due Thursday 4/20/06

Week 4 
Read God, Society, and the Human Person (Mechmann).  Write your application paper to this book.  Due Monday, 4/24/06
Log onto WebCT and write your response paper to each of your group members.  Due Thursday 4/27/06
​

Week 5

	It is important for students to know that the topic of Marianist Education will be included on the comprehensive edam for MEd candidates.  So, while it is a small portion of this course, students need to be familiar with this week’s readings in preparation for the comprehensive exam, as part of the requirements for being awarded a MEd degree from Chaminade University of Honolulu.




Download and read the following files from WebCT.  The files have been placed in the Course Content area.  These readings are all part of the reflection paper you will write this week.  

· Characteristics of Marianist Education

· A Marianist Multicultural Approach to Education in America Today.

You should visit the following websites and read the information there as well.  

· Brief Introduction to Catholic Social Teaching http://www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au/content/pdf/cst_intro.pdf
· Social Justice- A Basic Introduction http://www.ecatholic2000.com/sj/socjust.shtml#Prayer
As you write your reflection to these readings, keep the following questions in mind:

· How has Catholic Social Teaching influenced the development of Marianist characteristics?

· How does Marianist characteristic make a Marianist education unique?

Write your reflection paper to these reading assignments. Due Monday 5/1/06
Log onto WebCT and write your response paper to each of your group members.  Due Thursday 5/4/06

Suggestion to Students

· Please begin to work on your APA format Transformation Paper.

· You should submit your proposal topic (via WebCT email) for approval this week.

· Please plan ahead.  It takes time to conduct research, and write an 8-10 page paper.
Week 6

Develop and submit your lesson plan that incorporates issues of peace and/or social justice in your classroom.  Due Monday 5/8/06
Log onto WebCT and write your response paper to each of your group members.  Due Thursday 5/11/06

Week 7 Part 1

Read The Courage to Teach (Palmer) Chap 1-4

Week 7 Part 2

Write a reflection paper about the teacher who influenced you most in your life.  This could be someone who inspired you to become a teacher (positive/negative influence).  Explain what this person has done for you to help get you to this place today.  You can use several teachers if there is more than one.  Also explain if you have ever been given the chance to express your gratitude to the person.  If not, explain how you would in the future.  Due Monday 5/15/06
Log onto WebCT and write your response paper to each of your group members.  Due Thursday 5/18/06
Week 8 

Read The Courage to Teach (Palmer) Chap 5-7.  Write your application paper on this book. Due Monday 5/22/06

Log onto WebCT and write your response paper to each of your group members.  Due Thursday 5/25/06

Week 9

Post your research paper to your group. Due Monday 5/29/06

Everyone in the Learning Group must read each other’s research paper and write response to those papers. Due Thursday 6/1/06
Week 10

For your final reflection, please complete the following statements:

· The most beneficial parts of this course were….

· One way I will integrate what I have learned from this course into my teaching is by… Due Monday 6/5/06
After you posted your reflection, download the Course Evaluation which may be found in the Course Content area of WebCT.  Please print the file and fill it in.  Mail the hard copy, filled out, to:

Chaminade University of Honolulu

Education Division
3140 Waialae Avenue
Honolulu, HI 96816

Thank you for your participation in the course.

All late work must be turned in by Thursday 6/8/06 for credit.
5

