CHAMINADE  UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU

SPRING SESSION

 APRIL 6 - JUNE 8, 2006
TRIPLER MEDICAL CENTER
COURSE:  RE103: World Religions
INSTRUCTOR:     Dr. Malia Dominica Wong, O.P.
TIME:         Thursdays, 5:30-9:40PM
PHONE:
      676-1452

E-MAIL:     srmaliad@juno.com

TEXTBOOK:
Molloy, Michael.  2004, EXPERIENCING THE WORLD'S RELIGIONS:  

Tradition, Challenge, and Change, IIIrd edition,  
Mountain View, CA:  Mayfield Publishing Co.

DESCRIPTION
     This course provides an introduction to the historical, philosophical and spiritual foundations of the major religious traditions of the world-- Hinduism, Buddhism, Taoism, Confucianism, Shinto, Judaism, Christianity and Islam.  The course will examine the lives of their founders, their basic teachings, the historical development of their communities and institutions, and their current status in the world.  Using an experiential approach, and the classroom as a sacred space for personal spiritual growth, this course also endeavors to create a more universal understanding and appreciation of one's own tradition amidst this great cultural variety, in order to foster a more harmonious global community. 

OBJECTIVES
*to stimulate students to reflect on their own beliefs, feelings and attitudes towards different religious perspectives, correlating and contrasting them with what they are learning

*to foster the students' appreciation for the communal and cultural dimensions of religion, as well as the variety of expressions of personality and personal development that occur within religious traditions

*to understand the basic elements of religion

*to experience various forms of prayer and religious practices

*to explore the influences different religions have on various contemporary issues

*to grow deeper in one's own faith

REQUIREMENTS

     Students are to come to each class prepared by having read the assigned readings, completed any other homework assignments and being ready for in-class activities.

Unexcused tardies and leaving class early will affect the attendance grade. Aside from what’s given in class, if further instructions on how to get to off-campus sites are needed, it is the student’s responsibility to check out road maps, etc. in advance of the meeting time.

GRADING

     Grading will be based upon regular class attendance, class work, homework, projects, quizzes, participation, and effort.  Papers must be typed, double-spaced, 10 or 12 point font only.  1-1/2 inch margins.  Extra credit-- events and topics to be discussed as the occasion arises.  Note: communication with the teacher is essential if you have any concerns, are called away on duty, etc.  No papers will be accepted via e-mail.

*CATEGORIES:

 



WEIGHTING:

Attendance:







20%

Class Participation:






10%

Reflection Papers:






15%




Homework:







10%

Quizzes:







10%

Midterm Project:






15%

Final:







           
20% 
100
90-100:  A
80-89:  B
70-79:  C
60-69:  D
59 and below:  (
*EXTRA CREDIT:




1 page typed reflection/review paper on:

Extracurricular, intercultural activity or service attended; pertinent films 

 and recreational reading review; current events and personal commentary...


Quizzes:  BBC.CO.UK/religion/interactive.quizzes/index.shtml “superquiz”



Print out and submit final score page.

*MAKE-UP FOR MISSED CLASSES (Class Participation points):

In the Textbook, at the end of each chapter there is a section called “For Fuller

Understanding.”  Choose 2  to do.  Write up your response in a reaction-style

paper 1-1/2pages.  
ASSIGNMENTS

*Homework:

     Each week you are requested to submit over the readings, three points of interest that stirred your thoughts or curiosity, or three questions.   Note: even though subject-content field trips may change and not match up with the readings on occasion, continue reading as scheduled.

*Reflection Papers:


     1 1/2  page typed papers.  Content:  reflections and reactions over the field trip-- observations, comparisons, feelings, learnings, etc.   Not a synoptic report.

  *Quizzes:


     Short review quizzes over vocabulary and content.

*Midterm Project:


     Show and Tell:  What has contributed to whom you have become, who you are?  Explore your own cultural, religious, or familial background, the traditions, stories, symbols, arts, music, foods, etc. associated with it.  Bring in a dish that shares your story, and give a show-and-tell presentation to share the influences explored, or, your present day practices.     

*Final:






 

     Oral Presentation.  Reflecting over the different religions studied, create a single art piece (collage, 3-D, drawing, writing, music composition, etc.) that expresses symbols of, your insights into, or what you gleamed from each.  At one point in your creation, highlight your personal synthesis of what you have gained out of the study of the different world traditions.  This may be in light of your own religious path, or philosophy of life.

LEARNING OUTCOME ASSESSMENT

All student's work will be evaluated for:

*knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, class presentations, discussions,

  videos, research, outside class activities

*ability to apply the knowledge to understand current issues in society

*understanding of the subject matter from different viewpoints

April 6


Introduction to World Religions; Judaism
Ramanavami

Hmwk:  (a)  Read Chapt. 10: Christianity  (b)  3 Points of Interest




(c)  Do “What’s your spiritual type?” found at “Beliefnet,” under 



 “spirituality tools,” “quizzes.” Under “Welcome.”  Print out last page.
April 13

Christianity



Hmwk:  (a)  Read Chapt. 11:  Islam  (b)  3 Points of Interest




(c)  Reaction Paper #1

	[image: image1.png]



	Jehovah's Wit.
	Memorial of Christ's Death  The only religious festival marked by Jehovah's Witnesses.

	
	


	
	Hindu 
	Hanuman Jayanti  This festival marks the birth of Hanuman, the Monkey God.

	
	


	
	Christian 
	Maundy Thursday  Christians remember Maundy Thursday as the day of the Last Supper, when Jesus washed the feet of his disciples and established the ceremony of the Eucharist.

	
	


	
	Buddhist 
	Therevada New Year  New Year festival for Theravada Buddhists celebrated for three days from the first full moon day in April

	
	


	
	Jewish 
	Pesach/Passover  The start of the season of Passover when Jews commemorate the liberation of the Children of Israel who were led out of Egypt by Moses.

	
	


April 20

Islam
Parilia, Day of Pales
Hmwk:
 (a)  Read Chapt. 3: Hinduism (b)  3 Points of Interest



(c)  Bring fruits

April 27

Hinduism
Voyage of the Ennead 
ISKCON, 6PM, 51 Coelho Way  (Nuuanu)

Awenhai


Hmwk:  (a)  Midterm Assignment   (b)  3 Points of Interest




(c)  Reaction Paper #2
May 4


Midterm



Hmwk:  (a)  Read Chapt. 4: Buddhism   (b)  3 Points of Interest



(c)  Bring fruits
May 11

Buddhism





Kagyu Thegchen Ling:  7:00PM, Intro. to Meditation




26 Gartley Way (Nuuanu)







Hmwk:  (a)  Read Chapt.  5: Confucianism/Taoism
(b)  3 Points of 
Interest




(c)  Reaction Paper #3
May 18

Confucianism/Taoism



Hmwk:  (a)  Read Chapt. 11:  Alternative Paths  (b)  3 Points of Interest



(c)  Research:  One of the holidays in italics on this syllabus.  1 pg. report
May 25

Alternative Paths

Ascension Day

Hmwk:  Review
	


June 1


Review
June 8


Final Exam



*Note: 
Syllabus subject to chang

RE103 Spring 2006 Extra-Credit Supplement
April 8:  "Music and Spirit" workshop by liturgical composer David Haas, 9 a.m. 


   Chaminade University, Mystical Rose Oratory.  Students:  free

April 7-9:  RARE BUDDHIST RELICS on PUBLIC DISPLAY  
 
Honolulu Convention Center, Rooms 318A - 318B; 10AM-8PM.  Free Admission

This is a rare opportunity to view these relics, which were found among the cremation ashes of Indian, Tibetan and Chinese Buddhist masters. They resemble beautiful pearl-like crystals. Buddhists believe the relics embody the master’s spiritual qualities of compassion and wisdom and have been deliberately produced by the master so that all may share in their blessing.

Blessings by various temples will be offered during these days.
 
Visitors often experience inspiration and healing when in the presence of the powerful relics. While some are inspired to pray for world peace and to develop their inner wisdom, others are overcome by emotion to open their hearts to compassion and loving-kindness. 
 


“The very name ‘Maitreya’ means loving-kindness – in today's world, we really need loving-kindness. This Project is really wonderful and is the result of great courage and determination, and from the depths of my heart I appreciate and applaud this wonderful project.” – His Holiness the Dalai Lama 
 
More info:  www.maitreyaproject.org 
Maitreya Project’s activities include: 
• providing, free of charge, spiritual, education and healthcare facilities in Kushinagar, Uttar Pradesh, one of the poorest areas in northern India; providing immediate and long-term employment; serving as a focus and influence for sustainable, positive development in this emerging part of India. 
 ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

April 9 and April 13-15:  "The Witness," Pacific Island Praise's portrayal of Christ's life, death and resurrection through drama and music, 7 p.m. Honolulu Central Seventh-day Adventist Church; free. 263-5371.

4/25- 5/17:  Jon Kabat Zinn - “Mindfulness" Chanel # 52, OLELO T.V.
Lecture series on how meditation is applicable to our daily lives.  Jon Kabat Zinn is probably the foremost proponent of mindfulness meditation in the United States as it is applied to stress and trauma management and physical healing.  His best known books are Full Catastrophe Living, Wherever You Go There You Are, and Coming to Our Senses.    
Part  1
4/25/06 Tue 3:00 pm OAHU


4/26/06 Wed 11:00am OAHU
5/1/06 Mon 11:00pm OAHU


5/10/06 Wed 10:30pm OAHU


Part 2


4/27/06 Thu 9:00 am OAHU


5/2/06 Tue 3:00 pm OAHU


5/8/06 Mon 11:00pm OAHU


5/11/06 Thu 10:30pm OAHU
Part 3
5/3/06 Wed 1:00 pm OAHU


5/4/06 Thu 11:00am OAHU
5/9/06 Tue 11:00pm OAHU


5/18/06 Thu 10:30pm OAHU


Part 4


5/9/06 Tue 3:00 pm OAHU


5/10/06 Wed 5:00 pm OAHU


5/16/06 Tue 8:00 pm OAHU


5/17/06 Wed 6:30 pm OAHU
Friends of the Buddhist Peace Fellowship (BPF) in Honolulu will re-start regular meetings on:

            April 15th, 2006, from 5-7 pm  at the Jikoen Hongwanji 
            1731 N. School Street & Likelike Hwy 
            (opposite corner of Kamehameha Hwy; There is plenty free parking 
            & no affiliation with this temple)  There is no charge.  Contributions to pot-luck are 
welcomed.

The Hawai'i Chapter of BPF was established more than 25 years ago and has taken many incarnations. Now the Chapter is poised for a new phase of activism. Please come and help shape its direction and purpose!  This [first] re-gathering will [consist of] include:
 (re)introductions; a sharing of new aspirations for a Hawai`i chapter of BPF; guest Dharma (Wisdom) talk w/ Dr. Marc Lieberman on Engaged Buddhism and the Tibet Vision Project; a sharing of food (pot luck) and perhaps some meditation.
 

Dr. Lieberman will be in Honolulu starting Thursday, April 13 to speak after the showing of his film "BRINGING LIGHT WHERE ONCE THERE WAS DARKNESS" about Dr. Marc and the Tibet Vision Project. He founded the Tibet Vision Project in 1995 which operates as a non-governmental organization (NGO).  To date, the project has restored sight to 3,000 Tibetans.  
 BPF website, http://www.bpf.org/
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
April 28 & 29:  Whakatataetae Maori Song & Dance Competition


All day:  Polynesian Cultural Center.  Call 293-3333 or:  www.polynesia.com
May 5th PM & 6th AM-PM:  Buddha’s Birthday Celebration:  Chinese Cultural Plaza, free
May 13:  Kiatsu Workshop: Seishinkan Dojo, 2003 Nuuanu Ave. 8:30AM-12:30PM

May 17:  Moving from Exclusion to Inclusion in Faith
 
•Wed • 7:00 to 8:30 pm • Hawaii Institute of Geophysics Auditorium • Free Christian, Jewish, Buddhist, Hindu, and Islamic speakers discuss passages from sacred texts that historically have been used to exclude, or build barriers against, other faiths.  Each addresses the question, how can traditional texts be interpreted differently to respond to contemporary global issues?  How, and in what contexts, have sacred texts already been more liberally understood? 
May 24:   Moving Toward Interfaith Harmony: The Next Steps
 • Wed • 7:00 to 8:30pm • Kuykendall 209 • Free This event introduces the All Believers Network and its hope to make Hawaii the "World Capitol of Interfaith Harmony."  A panel of civic, religious, and academic leaders presents ways in which high school and college curricula can be strengthened to take a more comprehensive view of world religions that considers both present and potential future impacts. 

Panelists:  Baha'i: Florence Kelley: Hawaiian Spirituality: Kawena Young ; Jainism: Harendra Panalal, ME, PE ; Sikhism: Manjit Reddick, MSW ; Subud: Reynold Feldman, PhD ; Sufism: Valerie Noor Karima, MA ; Zoroastrianism: Meheroo Jussawalla, PhD ; Moderator: Most Rev Stephen Randolph Sykes, EOMC, DD
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
1

