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ED 433 Developmentally Appropriate Practice

Course Syllabus

Spring 2006

General Information:


Instructor:  Carol Fonseca


Email: carol.fonseca@adjunct.chaminade.edu


Course time:  Thursdays, 5:30-9:30 PM


Site: St. John Vianney School, Kailua, HI
Catalogue Description:  ED 433 Developmentally Appropriate Practice I 
This course will focus on developmentally appropriate teaching strategies, materials, and activities for the early childhood classroom.  Theories of Learning Development will be used along with practical teaching methods.  Development of classroom environment and classroom management will be explored. 

Course Content:

Developmental changes from birth through age eight are studied in relation to how teachers can best support children’s learning and growth during these years.  Practitioners examine the National Association for the Education of Young Children’s (NAEYC) Standards for Developmentally Appropriate Practice, and the State of Hawaii’s Preschool Standards Guiding Principles. They develop learning opportunities and assessment of children in the early childhood setting.  Practical applications of developmentally appropriate practice are integrated throughout the course. 
Course Objectives:








HTSB

1) Increase understanding of learning development in children ages        3, 7

 birth-8 years.

2) Introduce techniques for creating a caring community of learners.       2, 4

3) Practice techniques to enhance children’s learning and development.  1, 3

4) Construct appropriate classroom curriculum.


         5, 6
5) Assess children’s learning and development.


         3, 8

6) Develop understanding around the importance of reciprocal
       10

 relationships with families.

7) Reflect on and discuss personal learning experiences.

         9

Text:
Brewer, Jo Ann. (2004). Introduction to Early Childhood Education. Boston: Pearson.
ADMINISTRATIVE REQUIREMENTS

ATTENDANCE:  University policy requires students to attend all class meetings of courses for which they are registered.  If an emergency prevents you from attending, the instructor should be informed ahead of time.  

CLASSROOM DEPORTMENT:  Cell phones/beepers must be turned off during class time or put on alternative mode.  Please make/take phone calls outside during class time.  Smoking and alcoholic beverages are not permitted in classrooms.

ACADEMIC HONESTY:
  Plagiarism is a serious offense.  Plagiarism is the offering of someone else’s work as your own.  Plagiarism may include but is not limited to the following:

· Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author.

· Minor changes in working or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism.  Proper acknowledgment of the source of the text is mandatory.

· Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment.

· Submitting as one’s own original work (however freely given or purchased) including the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual.

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION:  Students are free to express different opinions and views than those presented in the course but these diverse views must be grounded in research.  Students are required to know the material presented in the class whether or not they agree with the specific bodies of knowledge set forth in the course.

Students are expected to maintain academic standards set forth on the course syllabus.

INCOMPLETES:  Incompletes may be given if the student is unable to complete a portion of the work due to circumstances beyond his/her control.  The student and instructor must sign the incomplete contract.  It will specify when the work must be completed.  The maximum time allowable to complete the work is 90 days.  If the work is not submitted by the agreed upon date, the incomplete will revert to the grade the student would have earned that is specified on the incomplete form.

Assignments:


Participation/Attendance (10/3 points each)



30


Theory into Practice/Responses to questions (14/5 points each)
70



Observation of two classrooms (2/15 points each)


30


Learning plans/Lesson plans (4/11 points each)



44

Final project: DAP 






            
20

Presentation of final project




               6



Total points





        200

Expectations of Students:

Each student will share responsibility for the content and process of the class.  Your active participation is important so that the class may be a good experience for everyone.  Specific expectations are for you to:

1) Attend all class sessions and arrive on time.

2) Do the assigned reading before each class session.

3) Participate in class discussions.

4) Submit assignments when they are due.

5) Work cooperatively as appropriate.

6) Handle concerns with the instructor.

Grading:

Evidence of mastery of course content and excellence in applying it in assignments will earn a Grade of A.

There are 200 possible points:  180-200 points = A; 160-179 points = B; 

140-159 points = C

The following criteria are used for evaluating course work:


Completeness (all parts of the assignment must be done)


Quality of content 


Quality of class presentation


Thoughtfulness and reflection

Students need to make every effort to attend all class sessions.  If student misses two classes, an A grade will not be given in the course.  If a student misses three classes they will be failed or receive an incomplete.

Attendance:  Attendance is required. You are expected to come to class on time and stay for the duration of the class. If you are late, please keep in mind that points will be taken off.
Assignments:  Assignments will be further discussed in class. All assignments are to be turned in on time. Points will be taken off for late assignments. After two weeks, late assignments can not be accepted. 
ASSIGNMENTS:

Theory into Practice/Response to questions:  After reading the designated chapters, submit one to one and a half page typed, 12 pt. font, double-spaced summaries/responses for the activities or questions assigned for the week. 
Observation of two classrooms: Observe and complete the assigned activities.
Learning plans/Lesson plans:  Create learning plans and lesson plans. All plans need to be age- appropriate and may be taken from the Internet, books, or of your own creation. You must also give your source. If you retrieve a lesson plan from the Internet you need to personalize – oftentimes lessons taken from the Internet are faulty or ineffective. Please see the templates and examples for the correct format.  Templates of the plans will be sent to you via email upon request. 
Final project:  Develop and design an ECE classroom based on Developmentally Appropriate Practice.
The syllabus is subject to change to fit the needs of the class. 
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  RUBRIC FOR ASSIGNMENTS

Theory into Practice Responses:



1 point = On time




3 points = Ideas and content 



1 point = Organization/conventions



Total points available = 5
Classroom observation assignments:



2  points = On time



7 points = Ideas and content



6 points = Reflections/connections/applications



Total points available = 15
Learning plan/lesson plans:



2 points = On time




6 points = Ideas and content,
3 points = Structure: (see templates)

Total points available = 11
Final Project:



2 points = On time




3 points = Chosen theories of education




3 points = Contemporary model influences




3 points = Physical design (include sketches)




3 points = Materials in classroom




3 points = Methods for developing learning community, to 





include guidelines, discipline, and involvement of 




paraprofessionals and parents



3 points = Instructional strategies
Total points available = 20

Presentation of final project:



1 points = Organization/preparedness, on time




2 points = Demonstrate knowledge of content




3 points = Successfully communicate ideas and activities




Total points available = 6      
	DATE
	TOPICS/ASSIGNMENTS
	DUE

	Week 1

April 6
	Topics: Intro. to course, learning community, syllabus, book, Developmentally Appropriate Practice
-----------------
Assignments: Read Chapters 1 & 2, Introduction to Early Childhood Education.  Note questions on p. 30 & p. 68.  Choose one question to answer from each page.
Find a current article on some aspect of child development related to the age of the children you teach or will teach. Summarize the article for a parent newsletter.

Due April 20: Observe in a preschool or primary grade for at least one hour.

1. List those activities you believe encourage physical, social, emotional, and intellectual development. Make 4 lists. Be prepared to share in a small group.

2.  Note teacher interactions. Note what activities children are involved in and how long they spend with various activities. If possible look at teacher’s lesson plans.

3. Focus on physical arrangement of the classroom. Sketch the arrangement.


	N/A

	DATE
	TOPICS/ASSIGNMENTS
	DUE

	Week 2

April 13
	Topics: Theories of development, Children’s growth & development, Early Childhood Education models

-----------------
Assignments: Read Chapters 3 & 4, Introduction to Early Childhood Education. . Note questions on p. 90 & p. 122. Choose one question to answer from each page.

	Responses from two Theory into Practice questions from chapter readings

Summary of article for parent newsletter

	Week 3 

April 20


	Topics: Environment, Learning Activities
-----------------
Assignments: Read Chapters 5 & 6, Introduction to Early Childhood Education. Note questions on p. 122. Choose one question to answer from this page.
Define and construct a learning plan


	Responses from two Theory into Practice questions from chapter readings

Classroom observation & assignments


	DATE
	TOPICS/ASSIGNMENT
	DUE

	Week 4 

April 27


	Topics: Play, Discipline
-----------------
Assignments: Read Chapters 7 & 8, Introduction to Early Childhood Education.
 Chapter 7:  Visit each of the three electronic portfolio sites. Evaluate them in terms of the inclusion of objectives that you think are important, the ability to communicate clearly with parents, and the value to you as a teacher in terms of the time invested in creating these portfolios.

Develop lesson plan based on learnings from chapters 1-8

	Response from one Theory into Practice question from p. 122

Definition of learning plan and a constructed learning plan



	Week 5 

May 4
	Topics: Observation/Assessment, Parents & Paraprofessionals
-----------------
Assignments: Read Chapters 9 & 10, Introduction to Early Childhood Education. 

- Chapter 9: Choose one activity from page 298.

- Chapter 10: Choose an age group (preschool through second grade) and select a book that you think would be appropriate for reading aloud. Then plan a skill activity for a group of children who are very able readers for their age, an activity for less experienced readers, and a group who is just meeting expectations for growth in literacy.

	Evaluation of electronic portfolio sites
Lesson plan



	DATE
	TOPICS/ASSIGNMENT
	DUE

	Week 6 

May 11


	Topics: Language & Literacy

-----------------
Assignments: Read Chapters 11 & 12,
Introduction to Early Childhood Education.
- Observe mathematics instruction in a primary-grade classroom. If the instruction is individualized or integrated into themes, can you identify the goals and objectives? Pay close attention to the children’s behavior during instruction. Do they seem interested? Do they seem to be more involved at particular times? Define those times. Do you think they like math? Explain your answers.  

- Chapter 12:  Choose an activity from p. 410.
	Write up of Theory into Practice activity from 
p. 298
Skill activities


	Week 7 

May 18
	Topics: Math & Science

-----------------

Assignments:
Read Chapters 13, Introduction to Early Childhood Education.
 - Choose a topic that is common in the preschool and the primary curricula, and plan arts experiences based on it. Make sure the experiences will actively involve the children and enhance their concept on the topic. Develop lesson plan.

- Answer the question: Why are the arts important in the preschool and primary year’s classrooms? Use 2 cited sources as well as your text book.
	Information from math observation

Write-up on Theory into Practice activity, p. 410



	DATE
	TOPICS/ASSIGNMENT
	DUE

	Week 8 

May 25


	Topic: The Arts

-----------------

Assignments:
Assignments: Read Chapters 13 

Introduction to Early Childhood Education.
 - Choose a topic that is common in the preschool and the primary curricula, and plan arts experiences based on it. 
Make sure the experiences will actively involve the children and enhance their concept on the topic. Develop lesson plan.

- Answer the question: Why are the arts important in the preschool and primary year’s classrooms? Use 2 cited sources as well as your text book.

	Information from math observation

Write-up on Theory into Practice activity, p. 410


	DATE
	TOPICS/ASSIGNMENT
	DUE

	Week 9 

June 1


	Topics: Social Studies, Motor Development, Health, & Safety
-----------------

Assignments:
Final project: 

1. Develop and design an ECE classroom based on Developmentally Appropriate Practice. Include the following:

· Chosen theories of education

· Contemporary model influences

· Physical design (include sketches)

· Materials in classroom

· Methods for developing learning community, to include guidelines & discipline

· Instructional strategies

2. Prepare a presentation of your final   project to present in class June 8th.


	 Summary of SS topic
 Movement experiences.


	Week 10 

June 8


	Topic: Final projects

Presentations

	Final projects



Enjoy!   ~ Carol Fonseca, Instructor
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                                                             ED433: Carol Fonseca, Instructor


