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RATIONALE

This course is designed to integrate critical and creative thinking and problem solving into content area instruction.  This focus on higher level thinking skills, problem solving and creative thinking is essential for success in many different professions.  In the information society adults and students must be able to think critically, problem solve new issues that emerge and plan creative solutions for problems that may emerge in the future. 

GOAL

The goal of this course is to explore, analyze, and integrate critical and creative thinking into literacy processes across the curriculum.  Students will analyze, synthesize, and evaluate the elements of critical and creative thinking and apply them across the curriculum. They will demonstrate problem -solving skills in diverse content areas. 

OBJECTIVES

1. Students will demonstrate the elements of creative thinking in questioning skills, writing skills and problem solving skills in various disciplines with diverse learners.   HTPS 3, 4 & 5

2. Students will demonstrate the elements of critical thinking in questioning skills, writing skills and problem solving skills in various disciplines with diverse learners.  HTPS 3, 4 & 5

3. Students will evaluate websites that focus on critical and creative thinking and problem solving across the curriculum.  HTPS 5, 6 & 7

4. Students will demonstrate problem -solving skills in math, science, language arts/English or Social studies by designing and implementing a lesson or unit plan that integrates problem solving.  HTPS 5, 6 & 7

5. Students will demonstrate an understanding of curriculum issues related to creative and critical thinking and problem solving in various disciplines.  HTPS 5, 6 & 7.

6. Students will demonstrate an understanding of educational journals, resource books and other professional materials relating to higher level thinking skills including creative and critical thinking and problem solving.  HTPS 5 & 9

CATALOG DESCRIPTION

ED616 Critical and Creative Thinking  (3)

This course will examine the elements and strategies used in critical and creative thinking as they are applied in various content areas.  It will also explore how problem solving can be applied across the curriculum.  Writtenly it will demonstrate how questioning skills can be used to facilitate the development of higher level skills in critical and creative thinking.

METHODS:
Readings

Reflection Papers

Supplemental Materials
Email
__________________________________________________________________

COURSE REQUIREMENTS: ED 616

CRITICAL AND CREATIVE THINKING

1.  Textbook
REQUIRED TEXTBOOK:
Costa, Arthur and Kallick, Bena, 2000. Habits of Mind: Activating & Engaging. Association for Supervisors and Curriculum Development. Daverns, MA. ISBN 0-87120-396-3
The book is available at the Chaminade book store, from www.amazon.com and from www.ascd.org.
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES THAT WILL BE USED:

Costa, Arthur, 2001.  Developing Minds: A Resource Book For Teaching Thinking.  Association for Supervisors and Curriculum Development.  Daverns, MA.  ISBN 0-87123079-0

Starko, Alane J., 2005.  Creativity In The Classroom: Schools Of Curious Delight.  Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, Inc.  Mahwah, NJ.  ISBN 0-8058-4791-X
2. Basic Learning Experiences (all four must be completed)
A. Log on to WebCT a minimum of twice weekly and complete all assignments by due dates and times;
B. Textbook Reflection Paper (At least 14 page in length estimated at 1 page per chapter using APA);
C. Reflection Paper on 10 supplemental readings provided to you (at least 2 pages in length – refer to writing rubric for more information);
D. Weekly discussions will be given.  You will be required to complete/participate in each one.
3. Lesson Plans for Creative and Critical Thinking:
· Each student will write 3 lesson plans using the concepts learned through this course.  All 3 lesson plans are due by June 5, 2006 at 8:00 p.m. Hawaiian Time.

· You will be required to critique 3 lesson plans each from 3 different students.  This will entail a 1 page paper per lesson plan that will focus on what techniques and strategies that student used in their lesson.  This will be due at the end of the course on June 12, 2006 at 8:00 p.m. Hawaiian Time.
These requirements are used to document student mastery of course objectives.

Syllabus will be adjusted to meet the needs of the class.
4. Grading

Basic Learning Experiences 





 

Participation online:

· Introduce yourself and answer the questions posed for week 1
  
· 1 Textbook Reflection Paper (4 points each)



40 points

· 3 Lesson Plans for Creative and Critical Thinking (10 points each):
30 points
· 3 Critique papers based on lesson plans by peers


30 points

· 10 Reflection papers on supplemental reading (5 points each) 
50 points
· Participation in discussions (5 points per discussion)


50 points 
TOTAL POINTS
200 POINTS
Students demonstrate competence in course objectives by completing the above requirements. All education courses must be passed with at least a 3.0 or higher 

( grade of A or B), or the course will not count towards graduation credit.
Grading Scale

180-200
A

160-179
B

159 points or less will not count toward graduation credit
Administrative Requirements
5. Attendance/Participation:

University policy requires students to attend all class meetings of courses for which they are registered.  When taking courses online this means logging-on to WebCT a minimum of twice a week, and students are encouraged to log on daily.  If an emergency prevents you from logging-on, the professor should be informed. 
Be aware that participating in an online course takes many more hours then participating in a course held in a classroom in a building. Please plan accordingly. Students and the professor typically spend 15-20 hours or more each week to participate in an online course. And as always, the more you do, the more you will learn. Thank you for your professionalism.

Late Submittals:

In fairness to students who post their work on schedule, any work submitted last will receive reduced grade points. (Minus 3 point for each day late.) Assignments are late if they are not received/posted by 8:00 p.m. on the day of the assignment (Monday or Thursday depending on the assignment. Refer to the Schedule in this Syllabus). Students are urged to click on the UPDATE LISTING button on the top of the Discussions Area to ensure that his or her submittal really made it to WebCT.

Incompletes:

Incompletes may be given if the student is unable to complete a portion of the work due to circumstances beyond their control.  The incomplete contract must be signed by the student and the professor.  It will specify when the work must be completed. Usually the work must be completed in 90 days, if it is not the incomplete will revert to the grade the student would have earned that is specified on the incomplete form.

Academic Honesty
Plagiarism is a serious offense.

Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one’s own and may include but is not limited to the following:

· Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author.  Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgment of the source of the text is always mandatory.

· Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment.

· Submitting as one’s own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual.

Freedom of Expression (Student Handbook pg. 18)

· Students are free to express different opinions and views than those presented in the course but these diverse views must be grounded in research.  
· Students are required to know the material presented in the course whether or not they agree with the specific bodies of knowledge presented.

· Students are expected to maintain academic standards set forth on the course syllabus.
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Critical and Creative Thinking 

Welcome! Please keep up with the assignments. This is a labor intensive course with much reading and writing. Thanks for your professionalism.
Week 1
April 3-7
· Log into WebCT and check your WebCT email to find out what Learning Group you have been placed into.

· Please print the Syllabus and read it carefully. It contains important information about how this online course will be managed.
· Please introduce yourself. Answer the following questions. Due by Sunday, 4-9-06, by 8 PM Hawaii time.
1. What is your name?

2. What interests or hobbies do you have?

3. What are your experiences working with children? What grade do you teach or want to teach?

4. What computer experience do you have? Is this your first WebCT course, or have you taken other WebCT courses?
5. What has been your favorite course or courses thus far in your pursuit of your education degree?

6. What do you hope to get out of this course?

(Continued next page.)
Assignments for this week:

· Preview Course Requirements and Preview Course Syllabus. 
· Email any questions you have to the professor via WebCT email.
· Preview Text – Read Chapters 1-2.

· Answer question above through the discussion section.
· Read supplemental material called “Our Changing Perspective of Intelligence Master Architects of the Intellect” and write a reflection paper.

__________________________________________________________________

Week 2
April 10-14
Start on Lesson Plan using the supplemental reading material “Creative Thinking: An Essential Life Skill”
Due Sunday, 4-16-06 by 8 PM Hawaiian time
Assignments for this week:

· Write a reflection paper based on the supplemental reading.
· Write lesson plan and turn in by Friday, April 14, 2006 by 8 p.m. Hawaiian Time.
· Read Chapters 3 and 4 in the textbook.
· Don’t forget to check the discussion section!

__________________________________________________________________

Week 3
 April 17-21
Start thinking about what you want to do for your next lesson plan.  Read supplemental material called “A New Taxonomy of Educational Objectives.”

Due Sunday, 4-23-06 by 8 PM Hawaiian time.
Assignments for this week:

· Read Chapters 5 and 6 in the textbook.
· Write a reflection paper to the supplemental reading.

· Don’t forget to check the discussion section!

__________________________________________________________________

Week 4
April 24-28
Read supplemental material called “A Survey of Thinking and Learning Styles.”

Due Sunday, 4-28-06 by 8 PM Hawaiian time.
Assignments for this week:

· Read Chapter 7 and 8
· Write lesson plan and turn in by Friday, April 28, 2006 by 8 p.m. Hawaiian Time.
· Write a reflection paper to the supplemental reading.
· Don’t forget to check the discussion section!
__________________________________________________________________

Week 5
May 1- 5
Read supplemental material called “Thinking Styles.”
Due Sunday 5-7-06 by 8 PM Hawaiian Time. 

Assignments for this week:

· Read Chapters 9 and 10
· Write a reflection paper to the supplemental reading.

· Don’t forget to check the discussion section!

__________________________________________________________________

Week 6:
May 9-13

Read supplemental material called “Developing a Scope and Sequence for Thinking Skills Instruction.”

Due Sunday, 5-14-06 by 8 PM Hawaiian time.
Assignments for this week:

· Read Chapter 11 and 12
· Write lesson plan and turn in by Friday, May 12, 2006 by 8 p.m. Hawaiian Time.
· Write a reflection paper to the supplemental reading.

· Don’t forget to check the discussion section!
_________________________________________________________________

Week 7
May 15-19
Read supplemental material called “Teaching For, With, and About Multiple Intelligences.”

Due Sunday, 5-21-06 by 8 PM Hawaiian time.

Assignments for this week:

· Read Chapter 13
· Write a reflection paper to the supplemental reading.
· Critique 3 lesson plans done by 3 different students.

· Don’t forget to check the discussion section!
__________________________________________________________________

Week 8
May 22-26
Read supplemental material called “Cueing Thinking in the Classroom: The Promise of Theory-Embedded Tools.”

Due Sunday, 5-28-06 by 8 PM Hawaiian time.

Assignments for this week:

· Read Chapter 14
· Write a reflection paper to the supplemental reading.

· Don’t forget to check the discussion section!

__________________________________________________________________

Week 9
May 29-June 2 

Read supplemental material called “Practical Strategies for Direct Instruction in Thinking Skills.”

Due Sunday, 6-04-06 by 8 PM Hawaiian time.

Assignments: 

· Write reflection paper based on the textbook.
· Write reflection paper based on the supplemental material reading.

· Don’t forget to check the discussion section!

__________________________________________________________________

Week 10
 June 5-9
Read supplemental material called “Visual Tools for Mapping Minds.”

Due FRIDAY, 6-9-06 by 8 PM Hawaiian time.

Assignments: 

· Write reflection paper based on the textbook.

· Write reflection paper based on the supplemental material reading.

· Don’t forget to check the discussion section!

No work may be submitted for grade points after Monday, 6-9-06 at 8 PM Hawaiian time.

By June 12, 2005, please download the Course Evaluation which may be found in the Course Contents Area of WebCT. Please print the file and fill it in. Then mail the hard copy filled in form to:
Chaminade University of Honolulu

Education Division

3140 Waialae Avenue

Honolulu, HI 96816

Thank you for your participation in this WebCT course.
__________________________________________________________________

Syllabus will be adjusted to meet the needs of the class.






