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Course Information
Course Description:





This course surveys the culture and modern history of Vietnam and explores the nature of its contemporary politics, economy, and society.  The first half of the course considers the geography, people, and history of Vietnam.  It outlines the development of the Vietnamese Revolution – initiated in 1930 with the founding of the Indochinese Communist Party, forerunner to the current Vietnamese Communist Party (VCP) – to 1975, emphasizing the concerns, purposes, and debates that inspired the strategies and policies adopted by the communist leadership as it attempted to depose the French and, after 1954, liberate the masses in the South and reform the socio-economic order in the North.

The second half of the course is devoted to the Vietnamese Revolution since 1975.  It assesses the failures and triumphs of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam as it continues its march toward socialism under the aegis of the VCP.  Issues addressed include the 1986 policy of doi moi and its impact on the Vietnamese economy, governance, foreign relations, as well as a variety of current societal concerns.  As it demonstrates the rapid pace of change over the recent past, the course also highlights the fact that in many respects in Vietnam today, plus ça change, plus c’est la même chose.

While the experiences of the Vietnamese nation in the modern era have undoubtedly been unique, it nonetheless remains of this world.  As a developing country (i.e., “nation in transition”) and former colonial appendage, contemporary Vietnam is a particularly important and meaningful subject of study.  Several of the hardships it has endured and challenges it faces parallel those of myriad other states in Asia and Africa.  Accordingly, taking account of the condition of Vietnam furthers our understanding of the condition of the global South generally.

Course Objectives/Competencies: 





The primary objective of this course is to help students achieve a respectable understanding of the Vietnamese and their country.  Moreover, upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
! 
trace the development of the Vietnamese Revolution from the time of its inception and discuss its significance in regional and world history and politics;

! 
distinguish among and describe political and philosophical currents that have inspired and guided the Vietnamese Revolution, and explain the enduring roles of those currents in Vietnam today;

! 
analyze patterns of contact and exchange, conflict and accommodation between Vietnam’s revolutionary leadership and foreign actors and interpret their impact;

! 
describe and evaluate the Vietnamese experience in the 20th and 21st centuries;

! 
identify the hopes and concerns of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam as a member of and actor within the international system;

! 
and demonstrate an understanding of major events, issues, and concepts that condition the Vietnamese national identity.

Required Texts:
! 
D.R. SarDesai, Vietnam: Past and Present
! 
Georges Boudarel & Nguyen Van Ky, Hanoi: City of the Rising Dragon
! 
David Lamb, Vietnam, Now: A Reporter Returns
! 
Robert Templer, Shadows and Wind: A View of Modern Vietnam
Grading: 

Requirements include twelve (12) reading/writing assignments, one (1) synthesis paper, one (1) current issue paper, two (2) class presentations, and consistent class participation. Students are graded on a 400-point scale, with the following distribution:

! 
reading/writing assignments:

120 points (12 X 10 points)

! 
synthesis paper:


100 points

! 
current issue paper:
 

100 points

! 
class presentations:


50 points (2 X 25 points)

! 
class participation:


30 points

Final Grade: 
Final grades are determined by the overall accumulation of points, according to the following scale:

! 
A = 360-400 points

! 
B = 320-359 points

! 
C = 280-319 points

! 
D = 240-279 points




! 
F = 239 points or less

Reading/Writing Assignments:
Students must produce twelve (12) papers based on assigned readings from the required texts. Each paper must include three sections: a summary of the main points presented in the assigned reading(s), a personal response to those points, and questions for discussion. Each section should be clearly identified as “Summary,” “Response,” or “Questions.”  Papers must be no less than two (2) pages in length (typed, double-spaced, 12-point font, 1" margins on all sides).  Readings and due dates are listed in the Course Schedule.  Because they will serve as basis for class discussions, assignments must be completed in a timely manner.  Overdue assignments will receive partial credit only.  The instructor will not accept assignments submitted electronically (i.e., via e-mail).

Synthesis Paper & Presentation:

Students will produce one (1) paper synthesizing the material covered through course lectures, assigned readings, and other pertinent materials during weeks 1 to 7.  Beyond summarizing the material, the paper must provide critical insights and analysis.  The paper should be no less than five (5) pages in length (typed, double-spaced, 12-point font, 1" margins on all sides).  On the day the paper is due, 2 March, each student will give a 10-minute presentation based on the contents of their work.

Current Issue Paper & Presentation:

Using information from credible or otherwise relevant sources, students will produce one (1) paper discussing an issue currently of import to the Vietnamese and/or their leaders.  This discussion must be set in the context of the material covered through course lectures, assigned readings, and other pertinent materials during weeks 9 to 15.  The paper should be no less than five (5) pages in length (typed, double-spaced, 12-point font, 1" margins on all sides).  On the day the paper is due, 27 April, each student will give a 10-minute presentation based on the contents of their work.

Class Participation: 
Students are expected to actively participate in the class. Participation includes asking and answering questions during sessions. More significantly, participation consists of getting involved in class discussions, one of the cornerstones of this course. It is thus essential that students perform all assigned readings in a timely manner.

Extra Credit: 
Students will be given the opportunity to contact peers in Vietnam via email for consultative purposes.  For each series of five (5) pertinent and sensible questions asked by students and answered by their peers in Vietnam, students will receive five (5) extra credit points, to a maximum of 25 points.  

Attendance: 
Students must attend class in order to pass this course. Students will be penalized one letter grade for every two unexcused absences. Students who do not attend class consistently (i.e., are absent for more than four sessions) as well as students who are persistently late will fail the course.
Plagiarism:

Plagiarism is the submission of the work of another as one’s own. It is a serious offense, any incidence of which will result in dismissal from the course, a grade of “F” for the course, and possible suspension from the University. Plagiarism, according to the Chaminade University of Honolulu Policy Manual, includes but is not limited to “complete or partial copying directly from a written published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author”; “paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment”; and “submitting as one’s own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, Internet information, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual.” Submission of the same written or oral material in more than one course without obtaining prior authorization from the instructors concerned is also prohibited.

Troubleshooting: 
Students are encouraged to meet with the instructor if struggling with the course material or to discuss any other issue of relevance.

Etiquette & Class Cancellation: 
No food is allowed in the classroom. Furthermore, students need be aware that cellular phones must be turned off during class.  In case the instructor is delayed, students are required to wait fifteen (15) minutes after the scheduled start of class; thereafter, they are free to leave. 

Course Schedule
(readings in parentheses are optional)  

The following acronyms are used in lieu of complete titles:

VPP
=
Vietnam: Past and Present
HCRD
=
Hanoi: City of the Rising Dragon

VNRR
=
Vietnam, Now: A Reporter Returns

SW
=
Shadows and Wind: A View of Modern Vietnam

PART ONE: GEOGRAPHY, CULTURE, & HISTORY
! 
Week 1 (12 January): The Geographical Setting
! 
Week 2 (19 January): The Vietnamese
" 
Assignment 1 due: VPP, pp. 1-9; HCRD, Ch.1 

! 
Week 3 (26 January): Vietnam & the Vietnamese in the Western Popular Imagination
" 
Assignment 2 due: SW, Chs. 2 & 3; VNRR, Ch. 2

! 
Week 4 (2 February): Vietnam in the Pre-Modern Era
" 
Assignment 3 due: VPP, pp. 9-17 & Ch. 2

! 
Week 5 (9 February): Vietnam in the Modern Era 
" 
Assignment 4 due: VPP, Ch. 4 (VPP, Chs. 3, 5 & 6)

! 
Week 6 (16 February): Film Presentation: When the Tenth Month Comes
! 

Assignment 5 due: SW, Chs. 9 & 10

! 
Week 7 (23 February): Leadership, Ideology, & War
" 
Assignment 6 due: HCRD, Chs. 5 & 6

! 
Week 8 (2 March): Student Presentations
" 
Synthesis paper due

PART TWO: ECONOMY, POLITICS, & SOCIETY

! 
Week 9 (9 March): Economic Hardship & Reform

" 
Assignment 7 due: SW, Ch. 4; VNRR, Ch. 7 (VPP, pp. 123-143)

! 
Week 10 (16 March): Governance
" 
Assignment 8 due: SW, Chs. 6 & 8; VNRR, Ch. 8 (VPP, pp. 143-151)

! 
Week 11 (23 March): Spring Recess (no class)

! 
Week 12 (30 March): Vietnam, China, & ASEAN
" 
Assignment 9 due: VPP, 9; SW, Ch. 14

! 
Week 13 (6 April): Vietnam & the West
" 
Assignment 10 due: VNRR, Ch. 12; SW, Ch. 15 (VPP, Ch. 10) 

! 
Week 14 (13 April): Film Presentation: Cyclo 
" 
Assignment 11 due: SW, Ch. 16; VNRR, Ch. 9

! 
Week 15 (20 April): Domestic Challenges
" 
Assignment 12 due: SW, Chs. 12 & 13 

! 
Week 16 (27 April): Student Presentations
" 
Current issue paper due


Instructor: Pierre Asselin, Ph.D.Office: Henry 206C


Telephone: 739-8530E-mail: passelin@chaminade.edu


Office hours: T-Th: 9:25-10:55 am; 12:25-12:55 pm; or by appointment	





Current Source Material Available Online








Amnesty International: � HYPERLINK http://www.amnesty.org/��http://www.amnesty.org/�





BBC: � HYPERLINK http://news.bbc.co.uk/��http://news.bbc.co.uk/�





The Economist: � HYPERLINK http://www.economist.com/index.html��http://www.economist.com/index.html�





Guardian Unlimited: � HYPERLINK http://www.guardian.co.uk/��http://www.guardian.co.uk/�





Nhan dan (Central organ of the Vietnamese Communist Party): � HYPERLINK http://www.nhandan.com.vn/english/��http://www.nhandan.com.vn/english/�





Socialist Republic of Vietnam, Ministry of Foreign Affairs: � HYPERLINK http://www.mofa.gov.vn��http://www.mofa.gov.vn�





Socialist Republic of Vietnam, National Assembly: � HYPERLINK http://www.na.gov.vn./��http://www.na.gov.vn./�





South China Morning Post: � HYPERLINK http://www.scmp.com/��http://www.scmp.com/�





Vietnamese Communist Party: � HYPERLINK http://cpv.org.vn/��http://cpv.org.vn/index.html�





Vietnamese Embassy in Washington: � HYPERLINK http://www.vietnamembassy-usa.org/��http://www.vietnamembassy-usa.org/�





Viet Nam News (English language newspaper published by the Viet Nam News Agency): � HYPERLINK http://vietnamnews.vnagency.com.vn/��http://vietnamnews.vnagency.com.vn/�





Vietnam Studies Group: � HYPERLINK http://www.lib.washington.edu/southeastasia/vsg/��http://www.lib.washington.edu/southeastasia/vsg/�





World Bank, Hanoi Office: � HYPERLINK http://web.worldbank.org/��http://www.worldbank.org/�
















