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Course Information
Course Description: 




By the 16th century, the world was experiencing an age of sustained cross-cultural interactions about to culminate in the creation of a new historical context characterized by commercial, cultural, and biological exchanges on a truly global scale and, ultimately, European commercial supremacy, the birth of modernity, industrialization, and the creation of vast overseas empires. As the world entered the 20th century, a growing malaise in Europe and elsewhere presaged a prolonged period of international conflict and tensions that produced two global wars, the Cold War, and the end of colonialism in Asia and Africa. Today, the triumph of liberal democracy and globalization represent, for some, the “end of history” and the salvation of humanity. For others, population pressures and environmental degradation suggest that humanity’s future is uncertain, that the world is, in fact, facing a “coming anarchy.” 

This course introduces students to the processes and events that marked each of the four historical phases mentioned above. The themes it explores include the political, economic, and socio-cultural changes that occurred following the creation of new international systems and, specifically, the impact of those and other changes on the different communities of our world.

The study of world history in the West tends to be tainted by Eurocentric views and characterizations. Eurocentrism, a perspective of history that presents Europe and its North American extension as the measure of all societies, promotes, among other attitudes, indifference toward the achievements of non-westerners. This course seeks to remedy the imbalance by exposing students to a wide and diverse range of nations and issues. Albeit cursory, the course’s treatment of the global past aims to be fair, insightful, as well as thought-provoking.
Course Objectives/Competencies:  
The primary objective of this course is to help students develop a sense of as well as an appreciation for history and acquire a greater familiarity with world cultures/societies. Moreover, upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to:
! 
distinguish the characteristics of world societies in their geographic settings;

! 
outline the development of world societies and recognize certain of their enduring influences;

! 
describe systems and processes of paramount importance such as industrialization, imperialism, the two world wars, the Cold War, decolonization, and globalization;

! 
describe the interactive roles which social, religious, political, economic, scientific, and technological forces have played among societies of the world;

! 
manifest a sense of historical time;

! 
discuss the historical dimensions of contemporary world affairs and issues;

! 
compare and contrast responses of the world’s peoples to intercultural contacts and the diffusion of ideas, institutions, and inventions;

! 
express informed judgements on the behavior of nations and the functioning of their institutions;

! 
analyze cause and effect relationships in history.

Required Texts (available at the campus bookstore):

! 
World Civilizations: The Global Experience, Vol.2
! 
Guests of the Sheik
! 
Love Thy Neighbor
Grading: 

Requirements include occasional class exercises, two (2) reaction papers, two (2) quizzes, one (1) midterm examination, one (1) final examination, and class participation. There are no make-up assignments/tests, and works submitted late are subject to penalty. Students are graded on a 350-point scale, with the following distribution:

! 
Class Exercises:

10 points

! 
Quizzes:


20 points (2 X 10 points)



! 
Midterm Examination:
100 points

! 
Final Examination:

100 points

! 
Reaction Papers:

100 points (2 X 50 points)



! 
Class Participation:

20 points

Final Grade: 
Final grades are determined by the overall accumulation of points, according to the following scale:

! 
A = 315-350 points

! 
B = 280-314 points

! 
C = 245-279 points

! 
D = 210-244 points




! 
F = 209 points or less

Class Exercises: 
At different intervals during the semester, students will perform assignments in class. The nature of these assignments may vary. Generally, they are based on video viewings and textbook as well as other readings. The grade for this component is based on the overall quality of each student’s work and effort.
Quizzes: 
Quizzes are based on class lectures and assigned readings from the textbook. The first quiz is on 7 February; the second quiz on 3 April.

Examinations: 
Examinations are based on class lectures and assigned readings from the textbook.  Each examination consists of three sections: multiple choice, identification, and essay. The midterm examination is on 28 February; the final examination on 2 May.

Reaction Papers: 

Students will produce two papers presenting their reactions, comments, and other pertinent insights relative to the contents of Guests of the Sheik and Love Thy Neighbor, respectively. The papers are not to be summaries; they should be based on each student’s interpretation of the material. Students must, however, justify each position and opinion they present, and submit final drafts that are grammatically superior. Each paper must be no less than four (4) full pages in length (typed, double-spaced, 12-point font, 1" margins on all sides). Due date for the essay on Guests of the Sheik is 14 February; that for Love Thy Neighbor is 18 April. The instructor will not accept papers submitted electronically (i.e., via e-mail). Late papers will be subject to a five (5) to ten (10) point penalty.


Class Participation: 
Students are expected to actively participate in the class. Participation consists of asking/answering questions and getting involved in class discussions. Participation determines the final grade in “borderline” cases.

Attendance: 
Students must attend class consistently.  Students will be penalized one letter grade for every three unexcused (i.e., not approved by the teaching assistant) absences.  Students who do not attend class consistently (i.e., are absent for more than six sessions), as well as students who are persistently late, will fail the course.

Plagiarism:

Plagiarism is the submission of the work of another as one’s own. It is a serious offense, any incidence of which will result in dismissal from the course, a grade of “F” for the course, and possible suspension from the University. Plagiarism, according to the Chaminade University of Honolulu Policy Manual, includes but is not limited to “complete or partial copying directly from a written published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author”; 
“paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment”; and “submitting as one’s own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, Internet information, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual.” Submission of the same written or oral material in more than one course without obtaining prior authorization from the instructors involved is also prohibited.

Troubleshooting: 
Students are encouraged to meet with the teaching assistant and/or the instructor if struggling with the course material or to discuss any other issue of relevance.  Students will earn four (4) points that will go toward their participation grade for every meeting (individually or as part of a group) with the teaching assistant.

Class Cancellation: 
In case the instructor is delayed, students are required to wait fifteen (15) minutes after the scheduled start of class; thereafter, they are free to leave.

Etiquette: 

No food is allowed in the classroom. Furthermore, students need be aware that cellular phones must be turned off during class.

Advice for a Successful Semester: 
! 
DO NOT MISS CLASS. Attending the lectures is invaluable to forge a good understanding of the topics covered during the semester.  

! 
TAKE GOOD NOTES. Good note taking is the key to good performance on examinations and, therefore, a decent final grade. The instructor will provide a brief outline before discussing each topic to help students keep track of the material covered.

! 
READ THE TEXTBOOK. The textbook is a useful tool to better comprehend the material covered in class by the instructor and prepare for examinations. Students are advised not to wait until a few days before quizzes and examinations to read assigned chapters as they may find the amount of information they contain overwhelming. Readings should be completed on schedule.

! 
ASK QUESTIONS. When in doubt concerning their understanding of a topic, students are encouraged to ask questions. Moreover, the teaching assistant and the instructor will gladly meet with any student or group of students to review problematic material or discuss any other issue of relevance.  

! 
DEVELOP AN INTEREST IN THE CLASS. Students will find this class more enjoyable if they commit themselves to learning the history of the world. 

! 
STUDY AND WORK HARD. Welcome to College!

Lecture and Reading Schedule
(numbers in parentheses refer to pages to be read in World Civilizations, Vol. 2)

PART ONE: ORIGINS OF GLOBAL INTERDEPENDENCE, 1500-1800 (482-89)

! 
World History in Contemporary Perspective (Prologue)
! 
The World @ 1500
" 
West & East Africa

" 
North Africa, West, Central & South Asia (605-29)

" 
East & Southeast Asia (630-55)

" 
Pacific Islands & Australia

" 
North, Central, & South America

" 
East Europe (534-49)

" 
West Europe

! 
The “Age of Discovery”
" 
European Expansion (490-511)

" 
Colonial Societies (550-77)

" 
Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade (578-603) 

PART TWO: REVOLUTION & EMPIRE, 1750-1900 (656-65)
! 
Intellectual, Political, & Economic Revolutions

" 
Intellectual Movements (512-33)

" 
Political Revolutions (666-73; 720-25)

" 
Industrial Revolution (673-93)

! 
Imperialism (694-719; 748-71; 784-93)

PART THREE: THE TWENTIETH CENTURY WORLD, 1914-1990 (794-801)

! 
Global Tensions & Conflict, 1914-1945

" 
World War One (802-31; 832-57)

" 
World War Two (858-81; 882-909)

! 
The Cold War, 1945-1990
" 
Europe & North America (910-43)

" 
Central & South America (944-65)

" 
East & Southeast Asia (994-1023)

" 
South, Central, & West Asia & Africa (966-93)

" 
Pacific Islands

PART FOUR: INTO THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY, 1990-Present
! 
Globalization: Hopes & Challenges (1024-57)

Instructor: Pierre Asselin, Ph.D.	Office: Henry 206C


Telephone: 739-8530   E-mail: passelin@chaminade.edu


Office hours: T-Th: 9:30-11:00 & 12:30-1:00; or by appointment





Teaching Assistant: Peter Mulhall    E-mail: peter.mulhall@student.chaminade.edu


A. Questions and issues students should consider for their essay on Guests of the Sheik:


What does the book tell us about village life in Iraq? What are the primary daily concerns of rural communities and individuals? 


How does the book support or contradict your own preconceived notions about the Middle East, Islam, and/or Arabs?


How has this book changed your perception of the region and its people and main religion? What new knowledge has the book offered you? What new information do you find most insightful?


						


B. Questions and issues students should consider for their essay on Love Thy Neighbor:


What factors accounted for the violent disintegration of Yugoslavia?


What motives and grievances validated mass murder?  How legitimate were those motives and grievances?


Were the peoples of Yugoslavia predisposed to commit atrocities?  Or was the violence a mere accident of history?


What does the book tell us about human nature?  What does it reveal about the relationship between humanity and violence?
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