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Course Information
Course Description:
This course explores the origins and evolution of the modern Middle East, as well as the current condition of its states and peoples.  The first half of the course considers the political history of the region, outlining the main phases in its development from Ottoman dependency and victim of European colonial ambitions to arena of political instability, deficits of various kinds, frustration, and youthful optimism.  The second half of the course considers pertinent contemporary topics, addressing such issues as the Palestinian-Israeli conflict, foreign relations, the prospects for democracy and economic independence, internal and external challenges to states, and other concerns.

For the purposes of this course, the term “Middle East” denotes the region some academics label the “greater Middle East” and extends from Mauritania (North Africa) in the West to Iran in the East.  Within that geographical context, the course places special emphasis on developments and issues as they have concerned four groups, mainly Arabs, Jews (i.e., Israelis), Turks, and Persians.

Course Objectives/Competencies: 





The primary objectives of this course are to help students achieve a respectable understanding of the origins and development of the modern Middle East, and make them more familiar with its governments and societies at present.  Moreover, upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
! 
describe and evaluate the experiences of Middle Easterners under foreign tutelage;

! 
explain the rise of nationalist movements and the emergence of sovereign states;

! 
distinguish among and describe philosophical and ideological traditions and value systems, including Arabism, Kemalism, Islamic fundamentalism, and Islamism, and explain their roles in helping and hindering the development of the region;

! 
analyze patterns of contact and exchange, conflict and accommodation with foreign nations and interpret their impact;

! 
present informed interpretations of current challenges facing the region and its peoples;

! 
and identify and demonstrate an understanding of major events, issues, and concepts that have served to condition regional identities.

Required Texts (available at the campus bookstore):
! 
Mehran Kamrava, The Modern Middle East: A Political History Since the First World War
! 
Mohammed El-Nawawy & Adel Iskandar, Al-Jazeera: The Story of the Network That Is Rattling Governments and Redefining Modern Journalism
! 
Albert Hourani, Phillip Khoury & Mary Wilson (eds.), The Modern Middle East: A Reader
! 
Foreign Affairs Custom Reader

Grading: 

Requirements include thirteen (13) reading/writing assignments, one (1) midterm examination, one (1) final examination, one (1) research paper, and consistent class participation. Students are graded on a 300-point scale, with the following distribution:

! 
reading/writing assignments:

130 points (13 X 10 points)

! 
midterm examination:

50 points

! 
final examination:


50 points



! 
research paper:


50 points

! 
class participation:


20 points

Final Grade: 
Final grades are determined by the overall accumulation of points, according to the following scale:

! 
A = 270-300 points

! 
B = 240-269 points

! 
C = 210-239 points

! 
D = 180-209 points




! 
F = 179 points or less

Reading/Writing Assignments:
Students must produce thirteen (13) papers based on assigned readings from the required texts and one handout. Each paper must include three sections: a summary of the main points presented in the assigned reading(s), a critical analysis of those points, and questions for discussion. Each section should be clearly identified as “Summary,” “Critique,” or “Questions.”  Papers should be approximately two (2) pages in length (typed, double-spaced, 12-point font, 1" margins on all sides).  Readings and due dates are listed in the Course Schedule.  Because they will serve as basis for class discussions, assignments must be completed in a timely manner.  Overdue assignments will receive partial credit only.  The instructor will not accept assignments submitted electronically (i.e., via e-mail).

Examinations: 

The midterm examination is on 28 February; the final examination is on 2 May.

Research Paper: 
Students will produce one (1) research paper on any issue pertaining to the contemporary Middle East, pending approval of their topic by the instructor. This paper must be five (5) to seven (7) pages in length (typed, double-spaced, 12-point font, 1" margins on all sides). It must include an introduction, references (i.e., footnotes or endnotes), and a bibliography.  Detailed guidelines and a sample paper are available from the instructor.

Class Participation: 
Students are expected to actively participate in the class. Participation includes asking and answering questions during sessions. More significantly, participation consists of getting involved in class discussions, one of the cornerstones of this course. It is thus essential that students perform all assigned readings in a timely manner.

Attendance: 
Students must attend class in order to pass this course. Students will be penalized one letter grade for every two unexcused absences. Students who do not attend class consistently (i.e., are absent for more than four sessions) as well as students who are persistently late will fail the course.
Plagiarism:

Plagiarism is the submission of the work of another as one’s own. It is a serious offense, any incidence of which will result in dismissal from the course, a grade of “F” for the course, and possible suspension from the University. Plagiarism, according to the Chaminade University of Honolulu Policy Manual, includes but is not limited to “complete or partial copying directly from a written published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author”; “paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment”; and “submitting as one’s own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, Internet information, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual.” Submission of the same written or oral material in more than one course without obtaining prior authorization from the instructors concerned is also prohibited.

Troubleshooting: 
Students are encouraged to meet with the instructor if struggling with the course material or to discuss any other issue of relevance.

Class Cancellation: 
In case the instructor is delayed, students are required to wait fifteen (15) minutes after the scheduled start of class; thereafter, they are free to leave.

Etiquette: 

No food is allowed in the classroom. Furthermore, students need be aware that cellular phones must be turned off during class.



Course Schedule
(readings in parentheses are lecture supplements)  

The following abbreviations are used in lieu of complete titles: 

MME

=
The Modern Middle East: A Political History Since the First World War

AJ

=
Al-Jazeera: The Story of the Network That Is Rattling Governments and Redefining Modern Journalism
MMER
=
The Modern Middle East: A Reader

FACT

=
Foreign Affairs Custom Reader
PART ONE: POLITICAL HISTORY
! 
Week 1 (10 January): Introduction: Human & Physical Landscape
! 
Week 2 (17 January): The Middle East Before World War One (MME, Ch. 1)

" 
Assignment 1 due: Orientalism, pp. 1-28 (handout provided by instructor)

! 
Week 3 (24 January): World War One & the Making of the Modern Middle Eastern State System (MME, Ch. 2) 

" 
Assignment 2 due: MMER, pp. 255-67 & 271-87

! 
Week 4 (31 January): Sovereignty & Nationalism (MME, Ch. 3)

" 
Assignment 3 due: MMER, pp. 347-73 & 375-91

! 
Week 5 (7 February): Israel (MME, Ch. 4) 
" 
Assignment 4 due: MMER, pp. 535-55 & 557-73

! 
Week 6 (14 February): The Iranian Revolution & the Iran-Iraq War (MME, Ch. 5)

" 
Assignment 5 due: MMER, pp. 615-633

! 
Week 7 (21 February): The Gulf Wars (MME, Ch. 6)

" 
Assignment 6 due: FACT, pp. 1-18; MMER, pp. 657-75

" 
Review session

! 
Week 8 (28 February): Midterm Examination
PART TWO: CONTEMPORARY ISSUES

! 
Week 9 (7 March): The Question of Palestine (MME, Ch. 7)
" 
Assignment 7 due: FACT, pp. 19-34

! 
Week 10 (14 March): Foreign Relations & the United States
" 
Assignment 8 due: FACT, pp. 35-47 & 113-23

! 
Week 11 (21 March): Spring Recess (no class)

! 
Week 12 (28 March): Culture & the Media
" 
Assignment 9 due: FACT, pp. 99-112; AJ, Chs. 2 & 3

! 
Week 13 (4 April): Film Presentation
" 
Assignment 10 due: AJ, Chs. 5 & 6 

! 
Week 14 (11 April): Islamism & Other Challenges to States (MME, Ch. 9)

" 
Assignment 11 due: AJ, Chs. 7 & 8

! 
Week 15 (18 April): Economic Development & Democracy (MME, Ch. 10)

" 
Assignment 12 due: FACT, pp. 55-69 & 87-98

! 
Week 16 (25 April): Conclusion: Current Hopes & Challenges (MME, Ch. 11)

" 
Assignment 13 due: FACT, pp. 49-53 & 71-85

! 
Week 17: (2 May): Final Examination
" 
Research paper due (4 May)


Instructor: Pierre Asselin, Ph.D.Office: Henry 206C


Telephone: 739-8530E-mail: passelin@chaminade.edu


Office hours: T-Th: 9:25-10:55 am; 12:25-12:55 pm; or by appointment	





Current Source Material Available Online








Al-Ahram (Cairo-based English language weekly): � HYPERLINK http://weekly.ahram.org.eg/index.htm��http://weekly.ahram.org.eg/index.htm�





Al-Jazeera: � HYPERLINK http://english.aljazeera.net/HomePage��http://english.aljazeera.net/HomePage�





Amnesty International: � HYPERLINK http://www.amnesty.org/��http://www.amnesty.org/�





BBC: � HYPERLINK http://news.bbc.co.uk/��http://news.bbc.co.uk/�





The Daily Star (Lebanese newspaper): � HYPERLINK http://www.dailystar.com.lb/home2.asp��http://www.dailystar.com.lb/home2.asp�





The Economist: � HYPERLINK http://www.economist.com/index.html��http://www.economist.com/index.html�





Foreign Policy: � HYPERLINK http://www.foreignpolicy.com/��http://www.foreignpolicy.com/�





Guardian Unlimited: � HYPERLINK http://www.guardian.co.uk/��http://www.guardian.co.uk/�





Middle East Center at the University of Texas at Austin (excellent website to locate sources on the Middle East) : � HYPERLINK http://inic.utexas.edu/menic/��http://inic.utexas.edu/menic/�





� HYPERLINK http://www.nhandan.com.vn/english/���� HYPERLINK http://www.mofa.gov.vn���� HYPERLINK http://www.na.gov.vn./���� HYPERLINK http://www.scmp.com/���� HYPERLINK http://cpv.org.vn/���� HYPERLINK http://www.vietnamembassy-usa.org/���� HYPERLINK http://vietnamnews.vnagency.com.vn/���� HYPERLINK http://www.lib.washington.edu/southeastasia/vsg/���World Bank: � HYPERLINK http://web.worldbank.org/��http://www.worldbank.org/�
















