History 302: American Civil War Era

Chaminade University

Spring 2006

Saturdays at Schofield Barracks

Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it.





—George Santayana 
Jennifer Tope

Phone:  303-353-7765 or 282-9629 PLEASE CALL ONLY BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 9:00AM-8:00PM

Email: jennifer.day@adjunct.chaminade.edu 

Office hours:  By appointment 

Course Description:  American history from 1815 to 1877, examining the Age of Jackson, the growth of sectionalism, the Civil War and Reconstruction. 
Prerequisites: Any 100 or 200 level history course. 
Texts:  Ordeal by Fire: The Civil War and Reconstruction by James M. McPherson

Evaluation:  

30%
Final Exam

25%
Mid-term Exam

20% 
Quizzes

20%
6-8 page paper—topic is student’s choice

5%
Attendance and participation

Note on Attendance and class participation:  Attendance is mandatory and is very important—most students will find it impossible to do well in this class without regular attendance and participation.  If you miss class, you are still responsible for the material or any announcements—the teacher can not be responsible for anything you may have missed.  It is your responsibility to contact the professor if you would like to know what you may have missed in class or need any assistance.  You will be marked down for excessive absences.  

Course Objectives:  To gain knowledge of the American Civil War era.  To improve writing and analytical skills through the study of history.  

Overview of the class:
Class 1—April 8

Introduction to the class


Missouri compromise, American Modernization, The Antebellum South

Read pages 3-42 in Ordeal by Fire
Class 2—April 15

Slavery, Mexican War and the Compromise of 1850

Read pages 43-94 in Ordeal by Fire
Class 3—April 22

Bleeding Kansas, the Republicans, the Dred Scott Decision and the Lecompton 
Constitution

Read pages 95-116 in Ordeal by Fire

QUIZ;
PAPER TOPICS DUE
Class 4—April 29

John Brown, Democratic Party splits, election of Lincoln, secession and the 
coming of the war

Read pages 117-160 in Ordeal by Fire
Class 5—May 6

MID-TERM
Class 6—May 13

The Civil War

Read pages 161-242 in Ordeal by Fire
Class 7—May 20

The Civil War

Read pages 243-348 in Ordeal by Fire
Class 8—May 27

The Civil War 

Read pages 349-526 in Ordeal by Fire

QUIZ

Last day to turn in rough draft of paper for instructor to review

Class 9—June 3

The aftermath of the war and Reconstruction


Read pages 531-646 in Ordeal by Fire
Class 10—June 10

FINAL, Final paper due
Regarding papers: The paper topic may be chosen by the student, but the paper must cover a subject within the scope of the class and have at least three sources, of which two must be a book or scholarly article.   You must also get your topic approved by the professor.  If you do not get it approved, the professor is not responsible for your grade being lowered due to an inappropriate paper topic.  Instructor is willing to review a rough draft of your paper before you turn in a final draft—this is highly recommended.   If you have never written a college level paper, and do not know how to properly cite sources, you are strongly encouraged to seek help.  Students found to have committed plagiarism (or cheating in other ways) will at the very least be given an automatic F for the course and could be subject to further disciplinary action.  A writing guide will be emailed to the students.  
