CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY

SPRING 2006 SEMESTER

DISTANCE LEARNING COURSE

Course Information:

ED 702
Introduction to Research in Education

Course Description:  This course serves as an introduction to the principles and methods of quantitative, qualitative, and action research methods.  Topics to include basic statistics, sampling, research methodology, and interpretation and evaluation of research results.  A focus will be on research as a tool for leadership and professional development in the teaching profession.  The skills learned in this research class are also intended to help educators to become wiser and more discerning consumers of research information.
Location:  http://webct.chaminade.edu
Meeting Days:  Flexible (on-line) 
  Week begins on Tuesdays / Assignments are due on Mondays (based on 
   EASTERN time).

Required Texts:  A Short Guide to Action Research, by Andrew P. Johnson, Second Edition, Pearson Education, Inc., 2005, ISBN:  0-205-41253-X


     Teacher as Reflective Practitioner and Action Researcher, by Richard D. 
Parsons and Kimberlee S. Brown, Wadsworth/Thomson Learning, 2002, ISBN:  0-534-55711-2
Instructor Information:  Mrs. Sally Gereau  sallyg4664@comcast.net
Course Goal:

The overall goal of the course is to have you be comfortable with the concept of research so that you will use it to better your teaching and your students’ learning.  By the end of the course, you should be able to comprehend the basic terminology and methods of research and to apply that understanding to analyzing and developing research projects and proposals specific to your needs in order to affect positive change in the classroom and learning environment.

Course Objectives:
The following objectives correspond to the Hawaii Teaching Standards Board for Standards numbers: 1, 3, 5, 6, and 9.  These are the essential and lasting understandings, skills and applications that support the course goal:

Skills:  The student will be able to:

· Apply the principles of scientific inquiry to everyday problem solving and decision making

· Read, understand, critique and use published reports of research

· Describe a variety of research methodologies

· Compare and contrast quantitative and qualitative methods of inquiry

· Identify appropriate methodologies for proposed research projects

· Compute basic statistical functions

Knowledge:  The student will be able to:

· State the difference between theoretical papers and research projects

· Critique educational studies that are intended to and claim advanced knowledge

· Define the process of conceptualizing and conducting educational research

· Describe the strengths and weaknesses of different methodologies used in educational research

· Describe the importance and role of validity and reliability in educational research

· State the theoretical basis for the research project and the relative contributions of research and professional judgment

How This Course Works:

· Your course is located at http://webct.chaminade.edu.  Choose “Login to my WebCT.”  Enter your login (e.g. jdoe) and enter your password (chaminade).  Please change your login as soon as possible after you log in.  The course will be listed on the left side of the screen.  If you have technical questions, contact jnakson@chaminade.edu
· In graduate education, students need to assume an increasing amount of responsibility for learning by taking an active role in becoming self-directed learners.  It is always important to manage your time to be successful, but this becomes crucial for an online course.  Read ahead; think ahead; answer discussion questions each week with informed responses.  Set high goals for yourself; aim to develop skills and knowledge you can use.
· This course is organized into 10 sessions.  Participants should plan to spend approximately 4.5 hours per week online (or more, as skills, internet and time permit) exploring and examining Internet sites and related materials, responding to weekly discussion questions, and completing any online assignments.  In addition, participants should plan to spend additional time offline, reading the text, researching the final project, and reflecting about the course concepts.
· Each week is organized around four individual components (and a fifth one periodically) on the course’s WebCT site:
· Introduction to the topic (Lectures)
· Readings in the texts
· Links that supplement the readings (articles or summaries with important information that is helpful in understanding concepts)
· Discussion Question:  a question posed to help you to reflect on your readings.  You are expected not only to answer the question posted by the instructor, but also to respond to the posts of your fellow classmates, actively engaging in discussion and debate about the topics that we will be covering.
· Weekly problem sheets and activities – these will be given periodically throughout the term.
Course Requirements:  Assignments have more meaning for an online course since they are assessment tools as well as a means of communication.

Weekly Assignments:

· Learning Activities:  As part of each weekly lecture you will find Learning Activities to complete as a means to reinforce the main idea for the week.  The Learning Activites are designated as E—which means it is an activity required of Everyone, or with an S—which means you must select one of the Activities listed.  Those designated with an O are Optional and for your own benefit.

You must post a brief summary of the main concept and what you learned from the activity along with any specific answers expected of the activity.  Please note:  While you are only required to post one learning summary for one activity each week (unless otherwise noted) you are encouraged to do all the activities yourself for added learning opportunities.

· Discussion Questions:  You will respond to the question(s) posted each week for reflection as well as to responses by your fellow learners in the course.  Keep the dialogue active.  You are expected to read the assigned textbook chapters and/or online references before posting comments.  Your responses should be posted out to the whole class.  If you need to talk with me privately, please use my e-mail address.
· Participation:  Your learning experience relies primarily on your interaction with your classmates via the Discussion Board.  Feel free to post as often as you like and be encouraged to help your fellow students if you see someone struggling with a concept you understand.  They may be able to do the same for you with another topic.  You are expected not only to answer the question(s) posted by the instructor, but also to respond to a minimum of three (3) of your fellow classmates, thereby actively engaging in discussion and debate about the topics.
· Project Steps:  Your final project for the course is to put together an Action Research Proposal.  However, you will be working on each of the steps in the process through the Discussion Boards each week.  These are listed as Project Steps on the Course Schedule.

Course Project:

Use the information from your readings to react, evaluate, and apply concepts to each of the following assignments using the guidelines provided:

· Action Research Project – This project will include the following parts:

· Outline – This will include a description of the problem you wish to research, your goals for the research, and what more do you need to research about it?

· Literature Review – The goal of the review is to provide an overview of research findings on a particular topic by examining a body of published work, then writing a critical summary of the literature using the guidelines provided with the assignment information.  The information you collect will be used in your Action Research Proposal so be sure to choose literature related to your proposal.

· Plan – This section includes your plan for the methodology, data collection, and analysis of your research.

· Action Research Presentation – This presentation will:

· Give you an opportunity – To present your proposal through a PowerPoint presentation
· Focus – Will be “Where will you go from here with your proposal?”

· Explain – How and why you chose the methodology, instrumentation and other details for your proposal

· Include – All information you believe will make your material understandable to others not familiar with your research topic

· Explain – The theory and methodology you have chosen for your proposal

Assignment Guidelines will be available in the Course Contents section.  Start thinking about your topic now.  You will not be required to complete the research-–you are only preparing a proposal for it.
In graduate education, students need to assume an increasing amount of responsibility for learning by taking an active role in becoming self-directed learners.  It is always important to manage your time to be successful, but this becomes crucial for an online course.  Read ahead; think ahead; answer discussion questions each week with informed responses.  Set high goals for yourself; aim to develop skills and knowledge you can use.
Graduate work involves more than regurgitation of facts; learning requires thoughtful analysis and synthesis of ideas.  Your ability to effectively communicate your critical analysis of concepts is the major criteria for grading.

Course Grading:
Weekly Assignments





20

Participation & Discussion Questions


15
Action Research Proposal




40

Outline



10

Literature Review

15

Proposal


15
Action Research Presentation




25
Grading System:

· The total point value of assignments and participation is 100.  

· A = 90 or above; B = 80-89; C= 70-79

Attendance, Late Assignments & Incompletes:  Regular weekly participation in the course is expected.  Prior notice and/or a valid reason are required for extended absences (no activity for more than 3 days).  Valid reasons include illness and/or family emergency.  Late assignments must have prior notification and/or a valid excuse before full credit will be given.  Incompletes must be negotiated with the instructor (see current Student Handbook).

Reminders of Important University-Wide Policies:  The following policies are summarized from the Student Handbook.  Please review these and other policies in the Handbook.

1. Attendance:  For online courses, attendance is measured by your participation in weekly online discussions and your attention to completing assignments on time.  Just as you are required to attend classes that are offered in person, you must participate regularly in an online course.  Notify me immediately BEFORE THE DUE DATE if illness or other circumstances prevent you from participating or completing assignments on time.  Otherwise, your grade will begin dropping.  Please do not get behind.  Anyone who stops participating in a course without officially withdrawing may receive a failing grade.

2. Academic Honesty:  Students are responsible for promoting academic honesty at Chaminade by not participating in or facilitating others’ participation in any act of dishonesty, and by reporting incidences of academic dishonesty.

A great source for APA format can be found at the following website:

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/research/r_apa.html
Course Schedule:

Week One:


Topic:            
Introduction:  Action Research

Readings:         Parsons, Chapter 1



Johnson, Chapters 3, 4, and 6



Hubbard, Ruth Shagoury & Power, Brenda Miller (1999).  Why Teacher 



Research?  In Living the Questions:  A Guide for Teacher-Researcher. 

 http://www.stenhouse.com/pdfs/0081ch01.pdf (Pages 1-5 ONLY)
  
Assignment:    Online Learning Activity (from Lecture)

Discussion question(s)




Project Step 1:  Post 3 topics that you might be interested in 




researching in your practice
Week Two:

Topic:              Introduction:  Quantitative vs. Qualitative Research, Good 



Research

Readings:        Parsons, Chapters 2, 4, and 5 
Assignment:
Online Learning Activity (from Lecture)

Discussion question(s)



Project Step 2:  Post 3 specific research questions that you could 



use for your action research project:
a. Identify the independent and dependent variables for each research question

b. Provide feedback on the strengths or weaknesses or how to improve any 2 of your classmates’ posted research questions

Week Three:


Topic:              Process:  Literature Review

Readings:         Johnson, Chapters 7 and 16 




 Viadero, Debra (1999).  What Is (and Isn’t) Research?  Education Week 




 http://secure.edweek.org/ew/ew_printstory.cfm?slug=41reform.h18 




 Richardson, Joan. (2000).  Teacher Research Leads to Learning, Action. 

 Tools for Schools  

 http://www.nsdc.org/library/publications/tools/tools2-00rich.cfm 

Fostering a Research Culture in Schools, SCRE Newsletter No. 70 Summer 2002.  http://www.scre.ac.uk/rie/n170/n170mowat.html 

Assignment:
 Online Learning Activity (from Lecture)

 Discussion question(s)



 Project Step 3:  Decide on the research question you would like to move 



 forward with.
a. List topics and keywords with which you can conduct your review of literature for your research project

b. Offer suggestions or keywords for another classmate’s questions and topics
Week Four:

Topic:             Process:  Action Research Design, Part 1

Readings:        Johnson, Chapter 10
Assignment:    Online Learning Activity (from Lecture)

Discussion question(s)




Project Step 4:  Discuss the strengths and weaknesses of the design you 




have chosen for your action research project especially touching on 




validity and reliability



ACTION RESEARCH OUTLINE DUE
Week Five:




Topic:              Process:  Action Research Design, Part 2

Readings:
Parsons, Chapters 6, 7, 8 and 9 
Assignment:    Online Learning Activity (from Lecture)

Discussion question(s)




Project Step 5:  Discuss the types of data that you might use to answer 




your research question

a. How will you collect the data?

b. How will you analyze that data?

c. What types of results might be expected using that kind of data?

d. How might you make your data stronger or more valid or more reliable?

e. What are the drawbacks of using that kind of data?
Week Six:



Topic:
           Data Collection:  Observation & Evidence Gathering

Readings:        Parsons, Chapter 3



Johnson, Chapter 8
Assignment:    Online Learning Activity (from Lecture)

Discussion questions(s)




Project Step 6:  Write a timeline of your plan for your research project. 

 Be sure to account for distribution of information as well as collection of 

data and collaboration with stakeholders
Week Seven:



Topic:
            Data Analysis:  Triangulation, Validity, Reliability and Content 



Analysis

Readings:
Johnson, Chapter 9 
 
Assignment:    Online Learning Activity (from Lecture)

Discussion question(s)




Project Step 7:  Discuss the strengths and weaknesses of your action 




research project as a whole.  Please discuss your role as the action 




researcher.  Please remember, you are only planning the study, not 




actually conducting it.  In that sense, discuss your role as if you are going

 to carry it out.  In what way does your role hinder or help your research?
LITERATURE REVIEW DUE
Week Eight:



Topic:
           Process:  Plan of Action, Presenting Data

Readings:        Johnson, Chapters 11, 17 and 18 


Assignment:    Online Learning Activity (from Lecture)

Discussion question(s)




Project Step 8:  Think of 5 questions that someone outside your research 




might have about your project.  How would you answer them?  Post both 




the questions and your answers.  Post a question of a classmate’s research 




as well.
Week Nine:




Topic:
            Action:  Sample Action Research Projects, Ethics

Reading:          Johnson, Chapters 12 and 13 

Assignment:    Online Learning Activity (from Lecture)

Discussion question(s)



Project Step 9:  Write a permission letter addressed to the subjects or 



parents of the subjects with which you are conducting research.  Provide 



them with the details refraining from using technical jargon so that you 



may obtain informed consent.


ACTION RESEARCH PROPOSAL DUE
Week Ten:



Topic:

Teacher as Researcher

Reading:
Parsons, Chapter 10



Select Educational Researcher Articles offered in the Lecture 
  
Assignment:
Online Learning Activity (from Lecture)

Discussion question(s)




Locate 2 online resources for Action Research in schools.  Post the title, 




URL and short summary of why the resource is valuable to you and your 




classmates



ACTION RESEARCH PRESENTATION DUE
STUDENT EVALUATIONS DUE
PAGE  
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