AN/SO 317  Social Research Methods and Evaluation                    SPRING 2006

INSTRUCTOR:  Bryan Man, Ph.D.


             

OFC/PHONE:BS113/735-4850
                   OFC HRS:W/F:11-12; T: 3:30-4:30 

E-mail: bman@chaminade.edu



 Or by appointment.   

SYLLABUS

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  This course is designed to introduce students to research methods and the scientific approach to social and behavioral sciences research.  The focus will be on the scientific model of inquiry, the research process, measurement, and the quantitative and qualitative methods of data gathering, sampling and statistical analysis.  Published research will be assigned reading and evaluated, according to the principles and techniques learned in the course.

Students will have regular written assignments and the quality of writing will be emphasized in evaluating student progress in the course.  

As an individualized study course for this semester, the student is expected to read what is assigned, carry out paper assignments, and discuss readings and assignments when the instructor and students meet, which is once a week.  

Student Learning objectives:  Students are expected to demonstrate:

1. a knowledge and understanding of the science base of research in the behavioral and social sciences;

2. a knowledge and understanding of the research process:

3. an understanding of the various research methods used in the 

behavioral and social sciences;

4. an understanding of the measurement, the measurement process, and the related issues of reliability and validity;

5. the skill to apply the appropriate statistical techniques to various sets of data or variables, given the nature of the scales of measurement used;

6. the ability to evaluate critically published research reports in the behavioral and social sciences.

WRITING ASSIGNMENTS:  

1.  Short paper assignments. Students will be assigned a number of  short papers (2-5 pages) during the term.  The papers will focus on the stages of the research process and on methodological issues discussed or covered in class. The style of writing is expected to become increasingly formal, to reflect familiarity with, and understanding of, behavioral sciences research and reporting.  The student is required to meet the writing standards set by the university.

2. RESEARCH PAPER:  The research paper (the proposal) will reflect: a) a proper literature review (8-10 sources from scholarly books and journals, with a limit of 3 web sources), b) the principles of valid and reliable measurement and operational definitions, c) method and sampling design and instrument construction, d) identification of appropriate statistical analysis, and e) a references page.  
APA style format is required for all papers. See Psych journal articles or the APA Pub. Manual.

NO Late Papers will be accepted.  All papers must be typed and follow the writing standards of Chaminade University.  
GRADING:  Midterm & Final

30%



          Papers



45%   
           90-100% = A



  2 papers
(20%)



80- 89% = B



  Res. Prop.
(25%)



70- 79% = C


          Assignments


25%

60- 69% = D


  


 



x  < 60% = F



----------------------------------------------------------------------------



Total:

        
         100%

More than 4 unexcused absences may result in a one-grade reduction for the term.

Only Excused missed exams can be made up before the next class period.

TEXT: Neil J. Salkind. 2006. Exploring Research, 6/E. Prentice-Hall.


Selected readings will be assigned.

COURSE OUTLINE:

Week 1
Introduction: science & the social research; the research process. 

1/10-12
Ch. 1


Descriptive and inferential statistics: An Overview  (Ch. 7 & 8)  

Week 2
Getting started:  The research question and hypotheses .  Ch. 

1/17-19
Ethics in research.  Ch. 3  

Assignment 1. (1/19)  Pick a topic, state a research question, identify sources of literature that would relate to your topic and research question and write a paragraph or two summarizing these sources. Type & hand in week 3, 1/24.

Week 3
Assignment 1 is due. (1/24)
1/24-26
The research proposal; Introduction & Literature Review.


Sampling
Ch. 4


Measurement in research.  Ch. 5

Week  4
Methods of measuring behavior.  Ch. 6

1/31-2/2
Paper 1 is due. Your Introduction and Literature Review of your proposed research. (2/2)

Week 5
Nonexperimental research.
Ch. 9

2/7-9

(Handouts)

Week 6
Due: Assignment 2 based on a selected reading and 

2/14-16
critical analysis of it. (2/16)

Nonexperimental research II  Ch. 10

Week
7
Discuss method section of the research proposal.

2/21-23
Review for midterm.

Week    8
Midterm  All chapters covered to this date.  Essay format. (2/28)

2/28-3/2
Learning SPSS. Ch 7 & 8 revisited

Week
9
Maybe get to Experimental designs.  Ch. 11

3/7-9

Week
10
Quasi-experimental and single-subject designs.  Ch. 12

3/14-16


Week  11
Paper 2.  Draft of your method section of your research 

3/28-30
proposal  (3/28)

(Handouts on methods section)
Overview of the relationship between research methods & data and descriptive and inferential statistics.  Examples from journals and elsewhere.  

Week 12
Assignment 3, based on selected reading(s) & their critique,

4/4-6
due. (4/6)



The research proposal.  Ch. 13

Week 13
Ch. 8 revisited. SPSS and Inferential statistics & hypothesis testing

4/11-13. 

Week 14
Finer points/techniques of SPSS

4/18-20


Week 15
Research proposal paper is due.  (4/25)

4/25-27
Last words on research methods and review for final.

May 2, 2006
12:45-2:45 PM, Final Exam to cover material since the midterm


Essay format.

Marianist Values are distributed as an attachment.

