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GE 102: WORLD REGIONAL GEOGRAPHY

Inst: Richard Bordner

Off. Hrs: MWF 11-2, TR 10-11 or by app't. (BehSci Bldg 114)

Phone: 739-4644(off.)  e-mail= rbordner@chaminade.edu or bordnerr001@hawaii.rr.com
Text (Required): Tessema, Aster  2006.  The World at a Glance.  NY: McGraw-Hill.

Highly Recommended if you don’t take good in-class notes or need to hear things twice

(Recommended): Rowntree, Les, Lewis, Price & Wyckoff.  2005.  Globalization and Diversity.  NY: Prentice-Hall.

Course Description: The purpose of this course is to provide a basic introduction to the complexities of the human experience around the world.  The interaction of people with their physical environment is the main focus of geographical work and this course examines the different regions around the world in the context of past and present human experience.  Within this framework, given the holistic nature of geographical thought, we will also examine the interaction and problems generated both regionally and worldwide.

Course Objectives:
1)  To develop a greater understanding of the geographical point of view and the power of geographical approaches;

2)  To develop a greater appreciation of both the uniqueness of the varied human experiences and also how they interrelate;

3)  To sensitize you to the complex dynamic relationship of people and their physical environment.

Specific Course Objectives:

General geographical concepts—space, place, region, maps;

The relationship between local, regional and global issues;

Western Europe—how the physical landscape has helped and hindered regions in the past and present—how it still affects countries and the EU;

European success and problems—the EU, the Chunnel and change;

Eastern Europe--Why all the conflicts? History, ethnicity and power in Europe, the impacts of joining the EU;

The Russias: Imperial Russia, the Soviet Union and the Russian Federation;

The Russian Fed. republics, Chechnya, ethnic competition, White Russians and social collapse;

What is the Middle East—Eurocentrism & economic colonialism;

The Middle East and Islam--Religion and factionalism as politics and political blackmail;

Central Asia and conflict: Afghanistan & Kashmir;

South Asia--India, Pakistan and Sri Lanka—religious nationalism and ethnicity;

Problems in Eden and Shangri-la—Nepal and Tibet;

East Asia—Historical isolation and moves toward regional dominance in the 21st  Century

The changing Chinas (PRC vs. Taiwan): when politics and economics mix—Marxist businessmen;

A whim of history--the Koreas,and what happened to Japan?;

Southeast Asia—stepchild, problem child or poster child?

Oceania—a wet region with an identity crisis;

Ethnic identity and conflict in Melanesia/Polynesia;

Africa: colonlialism, neocolonialism and persistent stereotypes;

Africa: change and the future—the horrors of ethnic identity and conflict;

Central & South America—the legacies of colonialism, Spanish-style;

Latin America--economic growth, social and economic segregation and the world economy;

The role of the Caribbean in world and regional affairs;

North America—settlement, Eurocentrism/Anglocentrism and national identity;

The changing role of the United States in the Americas—NAFTA & ethnicity

The global issue of the division between urban and rural populations the implications

The power of ethnocentrism and cultural nationalism—the U.S. as an example

The concept/logic of balkanization as a policy and it’s long-term implications

How does one get out of a command/planned economy and into privatization without total political/social collapse?

Fundamentalism as a world-wide phenomena (Islam/Hindu/Christian)—why?

Islam as a unifying and dividing force and the hajj
What was the Silk Road—what is it today?
The $/Dist/Scale equation—why is it so critical in the Pacific, especially Hawaii?
The lack of “fit” between ethnic/national identity—the curse of post-colonial Africa

The gap between expectations and reality of consumers—how global marketing/global economies increase hatred of the U.S.;

Mecosur, NAFTA and the maquiladoras—implications for the U.S.;

The U.S. Monroe doctrine and its implications for foreign policy in the Americas;

What is a postindustrial economy and why should it concern you

Course Grading:

1.  Exams: There will be 3 exams in this class.  They will not be cumulative.  They will consist of a combination of objective and short-essay questions.  Each exam will count for 20% of the course grade.

2.  Research Paper/Service Learning: You must do a short research paper of 4-7 pages on some topical issue in a particular region of the planet that deals with human action; or you may participate in an approved Service Learning project.  If you are doing the research paper, it must have a minimum of 2 sources other than the text.  It will count for 15% of the course grade.

3.  Map Tests: There will be a series of map tests (after all this is regional geography).  The totaled average score of the tests will count for 10% of the course grade.

4.  Reaction Papers:  There will be a series of reaction papers given during the semester (a minimum of 3).  Each paper should be from 1-3 pages long.  The reaction papers will be worth 5% of the course grade.

5.  Class Participation/Attendance: Class attendance is mandatory (university policy).  The class will much more effective and interesting if you participate.  Participation and attendance counts for 10% of the course grade.

Grading: Exams(3)..................60%      A=‑90-100      D=‑60-69

          Research Paper............15%      B=‑80-89       F=‑‑-60

          Reaction Papers...........5%       C=‑70-79

          Map Tests...............….10%

         Part/Attend…………10%

Catalog: Spatial study of the world’s major cultural regions.  An examination of the social and physical factors that have led to contemporary regional patterns.
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Jan. 9-13: MODULE I:  Introduction

Geographical concepts, physical geography and people

Global issues / Adopt a Country Time

Europe Map Quiz (countries & capitals)

Jan. 16: Holiday

Jan. 18-27: MODULE II
:  Europe—the impact of physical geography & persistence of history

European Unity (EU/NATO), nationalism and ethnicity

Western Europe and Eastern Europe—Why?  History, ethnicity and power in Europe

Europe in world affairs and globalization

Russian Federation Map Quiz (countries & capitals)

Jan. 30-Feb. 6: MODULE III:  All the Russias--Imperial, the USSR, the Russian Federation


The Republics (Ukraine and natural gas), ethnic competition and White Russians


Why the huge social problems?  Why the violence?  Is there a ‘Russian Mafia’?


West Asia Map Quiz (countries & capitals)

Feb. 8-17: MODULE IV:  The Middle East—Eurocentrism & economic colonialism

Religion and factionalism as politics and political blackmail

Study session for EXAM I

EXAM I (General, Europe, Russias, West Asia)

Central Asia Map Quiz (countries and capitals)

Feb. 20: Holiday

Feb. 22-24: MODULE V:  Central Asia and conflict: Afghanistan & Kashmir

The Silk Road and geography


South Asia Map Quiz (countries and capitals)

Feb. 27-March 3: MODULE VI:  South Asia


India, Pakistan and Sri Lanka—religious nationalism and ethnicity

Problems in Shangri-la

East Asia Map Quiz (countries & capitals)

March 6-15 MODULE VII:  East Asia—World Economic Powers in 2010?

The changing Chinas: Taiwan vs. PRC and history

A whim of history--the Koreas

Japan, economic revival and political suicide?

SE Asia Map Quiz (countries & capitals)

March 20-24: Spring Break

March 17, 27: MODULE VIII: Southeast Asia—stepchild, problem child or tsunami refugee?


Oceania Map Quiz (countries)

March 29-April 3: MODULE IX:  Oceania—a wet region with an identity crisis

Ethnic identity and conflict in Oceania

Study Session for EXAM II

EXAM II (All Asia, Oceania)

Africa Map Quiz (countries)

April 5-10: MODULE X:  Africa: the curse of geography and colonialism

Change and the future—the horrors of ethnic identity and conflict

Americas Map Quiz (countries and capitals)

April 14: Holiday

April 12, 17-19: MODULE XI: Central & South America—the legacies of colonialism, spanish-style

Economic growth, social and economic segregation and the world economy

The role of the Caribbean in world and regional affairs

April 21-26: MODULE XII: North America—settlement, Eurocentrism and national identity
The changing view of the US by Canada/Mexico, NAFTA & ethnicity

April 28: Summary and Assessment

Research Paper Due
May 1:  EXAM III (Africa/Americas) 12:45-2:45
