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AN 350: CULTURES OF OCEANIA

Inst.: Richard Bordner

Off. Hrs.: Beh. Sciences Bldg #114, MWF 11-2, TR 10-11 or by app’t.

Phone: 739-4644(off.)  E-mail= rbordner@chaminade.edu or bordnerr001@hawaii.rr.com.

TEXTS:  Hegel, Francis  2001.  The New Shape of Old Island Cultures.  Honolulu: Univ. of Hawaii Press.

    
Oliver, Douglas  2002.  Polynesia in Early Historic Times.  Honolulu: Bess Press.

Lockwood, Virginia (ed).  2004.  Globalization and Culture Change in the Pacific Islands.  NY: Prentice-Hall.

Course Description:  This course is designed to provide an introduction to the traditional and contemporary cultures of the island Pacific.  The major emphasis will be on the Oceanic regions of Melanesia, Micronesia and Polynesia, with a very limited amount of time on the related area of Australia.

    The Pacific since European 'discovery' has been a contradiction of images to the West and a backwater of important events - a place with beautiful people, palm trees, sparkling sand and water, a veritable Eden, yet also a place of dark disease-infested jungle and cannibals.  These stereotypic images tend to clash both with traditional and modern reality, which is that: 1) the Pacific Ocean is the major undeveloped resource base left on the planet; 2) Oceania contains the majority of the world's remaining colonial possessions.  The region has made major moves towards both independence and a developing sense of regional and ethnic identity, yet is plagued by problems of transportation costs and small size.

    Understanding of this area should be a prerequisite for living in Hawai'i or any other area having contact with Oceania.

This course meets the following program goals for the Behavioral Sciences Program: 2) the diversity of peoples and cultures--other ways of seeing and understanding the world; 3) how social forces shape our individual perception and behavior; 4) the relationship between self-examination and the nature of the group and of group dynamics.

Course Objectives:  1) To develop an understanding and awareness of the island Pacific and the peoples that inhabit it;

     2) To utilize anthropological techniques to analyze present situations and predict future problems in the area along with possible solutions.

Class Grading:  1) Exams= There will be 2 exams in this class, both essay.  They will cover both the readings and the lectures.  They will be worth 50% of your course grade.

      2) Research Paper/Service Learning Project: You will be required to do either 1) an in-depth examination of a particular aspect of one of the ethnic groups in Oceania.  This can be either library research or fieldwork, BUT YOU MUST clear it with me first or take the consequences.  The paper must be a minimum of 12 pages (text, double-spaced), with 3 major references other than class materials (3 internet sources= 1 source); or 2) work on an approved (by the instructor) Service Learning Project.  At present these include: (a) State Archives database project [photos]; or (b) tutoring at one of the elementary/intermediate schools we assist that has a Pacific Island population.  With the Service Learning option you must complete a daily journal of your experiences and a final summation of the experience, how it reflects what you’ve learned in this class and its impact on you.  The Research Paper/Service Learning will count for 30% of your course grade.

     3) Reaction Papers: You will be expected to write a number of reaction papers during the semester on questions posed in class, usually related to videos we have seen.  These papers should be from 2-5 pages in length.  They will count for 10% of the course grade.

     4) Class attendance and participation= In a class of this type, without a traditional text, the lectures provide the majority of general synthesized information.  Thus attendance is mandatory if you want to pass the class.  This is worth 10% of your course grade.

Grading:  Exams(3).............50%           
A=90-100       D=60-69

          
Research Paper.....…30%           
B=80-89        F= -60

          
Part/Attend.......…...10%           
C=70-79

Reaction Papers…...10%

Catalog: Introduction to native cultures of Polynesia, Melanesia, Micronesia and Australia.  Emphasis on migration, differencesin social organization, land tenure, and effects of contact with Western society.  Offered annually.
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Jan. 9-13:  MODULE I:  Introduction: Views of Oceania (European contact till today)


Geography of Oceania (Islands/ocean systems)

Ass: Read Oliver ch. 2-5

Jan. 16: Holiday

Jan. 18-20: MODULE II: Initial Oceanic Settlement (Pre-Lapita)


Lapita culture complex and ‘material culture migration’


Mangaasi settlement

Jan. 23-27: MODULE III: Pre-Contact (European) Melanesian societies


New Guinea (coastal, highlands); Nouvelle Caledonie 
Ass: Read Lockwood Ch. 1, 3-4, 18-20

Jan. 30-Feb. 6: MODULE IV: “Historic” Melanesian societies


Solomons, Loyaute Group (Missionary War)

Revitalization /Cargo Cult movements and World War II


Ass: Read Lockwood Ch. 2, 6, 9, 12-13, 21, 25-26

Feb. 8-17: MODULE V:  Contemporary Melanesia (modern political structure or lack)


Solomons / New Guinea (Bougainville)/ Fiji / Vanuatu conflicts



Ass: Read Oliver ch. 6-26

Feb. 20: Holiday

Feb. 22-27: MODULE VI:  Pre-Contact (European) Polynesians societies


Proto-Polynesian and secondary migrations


Environmental Stress—Rapa Nui

Hand out Mid-Term EXAM


Ass: Read Lockwood ch. 22

March 1-10: MODULE VII:  “Historic” Polynesia


Mutiny on the Bounty and the New Eden


Colonialism in Polynesia vs. Melanesia—‘Beautiful Children’ vs. ‘Black Headhunters’


Case examples: Hawai`i, Aotearo’a (New Zealand)



Ass: Lockwood ch. 8, 10, 17, 23

March 13-27: MODULE VIII:  Contemporary Polynesian societies


Ethnic identity and political issues


Migrations: 1) Internal (Samoa( Hawaii/NZ); 2) External (mainland US)

March 31-April 5: MODULE IX:  Pre-Contact Micronesian societies (Chamorro)


Ass: Hezel intro.-ch. 10 (all)

April 7-April 12: MODULE X:  “Historic” Micronesian societies


Chamorro vs. Spanish, Japanese/German colonialism


Impacts of World War II, American colonialism



Ass: Read Lockwood ch. 11, 14, 18, 24

April 14: Holiday

April 17-24: MODULE XI:  Contemporary Micronesian societies


Neocolonialism and the Compact of Free Association


Outmigration: 1) outer islands to Guam; 2) external to Hawai’i/mainland US


Hand out EXAM II

April 26-28:  MODULE XII:  Summary and Assessment

Research Paper Due April 28

May 1:  EXAM II class time 10:30, exam due 3pm

AN 350: Objectives

General Course Objectives:

1) To develop an understanding and awareness of the island Pacific and the peoples that inhabit it;
2) To utilize anthropological techniques to analyze present situations and predict future problems in the area along with possible solutions.

Specific Course Objectives:
Geography of Oceania
Implications of Island environments

Initial human movement into Oceania

Settlement in the Western Pacific

Melanesian Prehistory

Melanesians and early European contacts

Melanesian colonialism

Religion, politics and neocolonization in Melanesia

The BIG Island—New Guinea

Crisis and identity in the Western Pacific--the Solomons and Fiji

Concepts of time and space in the Pacific—Trees and Canoes

Ritual, symbolism and ancestors in Melanesia 

Change and ethnic identity in Melanesia

Prehistory in Polynesia

Early European impacts in Polynesia

Neocolonialism and postcolonialism in Polynesia

Religion, ritual and politics in Polynesia

Central Polynesia in contrast to `Aotearo`a & Hawai`i

Rapa Nui and environmental morality tales

Fringe Polynesia—Hawai’i

Fringe Polynesia—`Aotearo`a, early Maori and change

Outmigration and remittances in Polynesia

Micronesia prehistory

The colonial periods in Micronesia

Guam, tourism and Chamorro identity

Central Micronesia—smaller islands, atolls

Eastern Micronesia—land vs. water vs. global warming 

Post-colonialism and independence in Micronesia

Patterns of change and affiliation in the Pacific 
Melanesia:
1. In the videos and in Goodale the tensions between customary practices (kastom) and the modern world (sukulu) are central to cultural identity.  What aspects of traditional values/religion (kastom) do you feel will be kept by Melanesians because they are central to their sense of self-identity?  How do midan or ‘big men’ act as role models/mediators in this dialog?  What aspects of traditional Melanesian societies will be the first to disappear under the impact of sukulu?  Detail with course material, especially Goodale and videos.

2. How important is the concept of potunus (human/humanity) to the Kaulong according to Goodale?  How does it tie into the western/American concept of individual identity?  From the videos would the other groups seen in Melanesia (in your opinion) have a similar concept to potunus?   Give examples from the text/class material to support your argument.

3. There have been a number of outbreaks of violence in Melanesia recently, especially in Highlands Papua New Guinea/Port Moresby and the Western Solomons.  This in part seems to be linked to either (or both) migration, a sense of exploitation by central governments or adoption of western consumerism.  What aspects of traditional Melanesian societies make this less than surprising?  Why would marginalized consumerism lead to large-scale violence, frequently against members of the same culture?  What aspects of traditional culture do you see having collapsed for this violence to be rapidly increasing?  Use the class materials to support your analysis.

4. The concept of “the blood is in the land”, reflecting the importance of place and spatial identity, is central throughout Melanesia.  How is it illustrated by the Kaulong concept of bi (place)?  Is it gender-specific?  How does it illustrate the power and centrality of the concept of clan and ancestors (for example in the concept of the house)?  Detail with the class material.

Polynesia

1.  One of the major issues in Polynesia is the holding to or re-establishing traditional culture (or as it is known in Melanesian pidgin, ‘kastom’.  How does dependence on remittance economies put a major strain on this issue?  In your view will out-migrants continue to be viewed as full participating members of the system or will they become marginalized as has happened with part-Hawaiians who live on the U.S. mainland?  Defend your point of view with evidence from the class materials, especially Small’s book.  

2. One heated point of discussion about contemporary Polynesian cultural identity is whether it is superficial or real cultural revival.  This becomes especially complex when embedded in a tourism-based economy where the ‘traditional’ culture is the major marketing force, as in Tahiti, Cooks, Hawaii and Aote`aroa.  What are your thoughts on this?  Is it a general problem, or location-specific?  What in your view defines a ‘real’ culture?  Use the course materials to support your point of view.

3.  Most Polynesian societies are having major problems with alcoholism and high suicide rates, especially in the 10-25 age group.  Some of the highest are in the more traditional Polynesian societies, especially in out-migrant groups (Samoans outside Samoa for example).  Do you see any common social patterns that may be contributing to these problems?  What contemporary factors are contributing?  Why would the more conservative groups seem to be having the most problem, especially with their ‘remittance’ population?   Use the course materials to support your analysis and solution.
4. Using Small’s examination of Tongan society, what do you feel Tongans would consider the key components of their traditional culture (values & attitudes) that they want to preserve?  Given Small’s discussion of Tongan migration, how realistic is the goal of keeping a viable Tongan culture into the next 50 years?  Support your analysis with the course materials. 

Micronesia:

1.  As Hezel notes, Most Micronesian societies are having major problems with alcoholism and high suicide rates, especially in the 10-25 age group.  Unlike Polynesia, there doesn’t appear to be any close correlation between how conservative the society is and how high the suicide rate—they are all really high.  Why isn’t the same factor(s) in play as in Polynesia?  What are the major contemporary social factors most responsible for what could be called a serious epidemic?  What would be your recommendations to the population to reduce the suicide rate and keep their social values?   Use the course materials to support your analysis and recommendations.
2. One of the major issues in Micronesia is the holding to traditional culture given the dominant American influence economically and socially.  In your view, given the course material, is it realistic for Micronesians to even work towards this goal or should they just become surrogate Americans?  How does all this tie into the CFA (Compact of Free Association)?  Include supporting evidence from the class materials, especially the books.

3. American development efforts in Micronesia have had enormous impact on traditional societies.  Fr. Hezel discusses at length the changes that American-driven social and economic programs made in Micronesia.  What social changes (PICK TWO) do you think are the most important in a particular area in Micronesia (Chuuk, Belau, etc.--your choice)?  If you were an anthropologist sent in to help preserve or restore the traditional culture, how would you help the population reverse these changes?  Would it be better to return to the old ways or move on with the new?  Defend your statements with readings (Hezel) and other class material (such as videos).

4. As Hezel notes, migration is a major factor both economically and socially throughout Micronesia.  What aspect of traditional Micronesian cultures do you feel will change the most as a result of these migrations (even if the migrations are circular migrations)?  What aspect of traditional Micronesian societies will not change or will be most resistant to change?  Detail with class material.

