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Chaminade University
EN 499, Directed Reading, English and the Professions
Spring Day Semester, 2006 

Instructor: Jim Kraus, jkraus@chaminade.edu 

Henry Hall , Rm. 206-D, ph. 735-4877 -- Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Friday 11 – noon, 1 - 2;; other times available by appointment

Course Description 

English 499, Directed Study, English and the Professions, examines the relationship between the academic discipline of English and the “outside” world of jobs and the professions. The course is intended to help the student discover the various ways the study of literature and writing can be applied to the working world.  
Objectives
· gain an understanding of the various professional options available to graduating English majors
· organize and promote symposium series on professions related to the English major and/or to the study of literature and literary criticism 

· gain an understanding of how to approach prospective careers 

Texts
· Mahan, Forgetting Ourselves on Purpose: Vocation and the Ethics of Ambition

· Terkel, Working
· What Color is Your Parachute 
· Non-Native Language Language Teachers
· MLA, Profession
· other texts online
Online References
· Online searching of Sullivan Library, Chaminade University 

· Online searching of University of Hawai'i Libraries 

· EBSCO Online Research 

· Login: Sullivan 

· Password: ahinahina
Requirements 
· Participation / Attendance (20%) 

· Journal (10%) 

· Mid-term reflective essay (10%)

· Participation in planning and production symposium (30%)

· Final essay (20%)
Grading Scale
Where numeric grades are concerned the following scale will apply: A = 90 - 100 (A- = 93, A = 95 - 100); B = 80 - 89.9 (B- = 83, B = 85, B+ = 88); C = 70 - 79.9 (C- = 73, C = 75, C+ = 78); D = 60 - 69.9.
Academic Honesty and Plagiarism
All material submitted in fulfillment of course requirements must be written by the registered student. While students are strongly encouraged to consult sources outside the required reading of the course, they are also responsible for clearly stating the nature of their sources. Statements of "common knowledge" are generally exempt from this scholarly requirement. 
Plagiarism is defined as the presentation of someone else's ideas as your own. Plagiarism in this course will result in a grade of "0" for the assignment and possible failure for the course. 
If the instructor suspects plagiarism, the burden of proof of the originality of the writing lies with the student. Evidence of originality would include copies of early drafts of the writing, research and interview notes, as well as the ability to discuss the themes of the writing with the instructor. Students should consider their instructor's vigilance in such matters a normal part of the academic process and should be prepared to present evidence of originality if requested. 
Students are strongly advised to save files of early drafts of essays, along with outlines, research notes and other supporting documentation, as the instructor may at any time require that they be presented.
Tentative Course Outline

Weeks 1 – 5
Reading Terkel

Planning of Symposium

Regular writing in journal

Week 5 – 10

Reading What Color is Your Parachute

Beginning of Symposium series

Regular writing in journal

Mid-term reflective essay

Weeks 10 -15

Continued reading on related topics

Interviews with alumni English majors and prospective employers of English majors

Continued presentation of Symposium series

Final Essay
