CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU


Fall 2005

Honolulu, HI

INSTRUCTOR:  Nanette Schonleber, ABD
Phone:  739-4701

COURSE:   Ed 440 Language Arts

Email:nschonle@chaminade.edu


TIME:  Tues 1:00-4:00 PM Ed 101

Office: Tues Thurs 

CREDITS:  3 credits, 45 hours


11:00 AM-12:00 Pm; Friday 1:00-3:00 PM

Rationale

Language is the principal symbol system humans use to communicate and is the major expression of thought.  The goal of language arts education is to promote the child’s development of language skills that will enable him/her to use both oral and written language spontaneously and effectively.  Language instruction should therefore include the history of language, how to integrate content through all subject areas, and the nature of language.  
This course focuses on the language development and literacy growth of young children, aged birth through eight years.  Strategies for planning, teaching, and assessing a high quality early childhood language arts program are emphasized.  Includes Montessori early childhood materials sequence as well as current language arts standards, materials and activities. The impact of culture on language, as well as risk factors in the development of language skills is explored.  Finally, the sequence and conditions necessary for moving from emergent writing and reading to early and fluent writing and reading is taught.

Objectives  

By the end of the course the student should be able to

1. Articulate the rationale and historical overview for the teaching of language arts (HTSB #5);   

2. Demonstrate the process of language/literacy acquisition in early childhood and through history (HTSB # 1); 

3. Demonstrate ability to design, implement and evaluate developmentally appropriate language arts curriculum materials, resources and activities for children(HTSB 1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 8); 

4. Integrate language arts content through all subject areas (HTSB #6);  

5. Accurately use three performance-based diagnostic techniques to competently assess and evaluate children’s language development (HTSB # 8);

6. Describe and use a sequence of language arts methods/materials in supporting the development of emergent writing and reading (HTSB # 4, 5, 6, 7);

7. Discuss and analyze current standards and research in the field (HTSB # 5, 8, 9).

8. Articulate the impact of culture on language development; (HTSB # 1, 3, 10)
9. Recognize and describe the risk factors in language development and know what to do when a child has risk factors present. (HTSB # 1,3,8,10)
Methods

Readings 


Videos 


In-class discussion  

Creation of products

Guest speakers 

Small group work

Experiential field work

Reflection

Research  
   

As your instructor, my role is to plan activities and assignments, including directed readings, to facilitate your growth as, with your colleagues you construct your own knowledge and understanding of language arts methods; to provide resources and input; to contribute to class discussions and activities; to support you in organizing the volume of information received and to respond thoughtfully to student products and assignments.  (   I believe in competency based instruction, learning and assessment, and will provide multiple opportunities for you to do well in this class.    

Required Texts


Jalongo, M.R. (2003). Early Childhood Language Arts. Boston: Allyn and Bacon

Motz, M. M. (1980; 6th edition).  Montessori Matters. Cincinnati:  Ohio 

Grading / Assignments
Percentage based on 100%.  Points are assigned according to a rubric provided for each activity/product.  Work that is not at least a “B” will be given back for re-submission if it has been turned in on time.  LATE work will lose one grade for each week it is late.  Work is considered “late” if it is turned in after 4:00 on the day it was originally due.  NO late work is accepted after the 13th week of class.     

Attendance/Participation



10 percent

Field Experience Participation and Logs


10 percent

Journal Reflections/Quizzes



10 percent

Literacy Investigation Research Paper/ Portfolio

45 percent


Activity/Lesson





10 percent

Performance Final




15 percent

Total………………………….………………………….100 percent

Evaluation:
“A” work includes all of the elements listed below, completed in a consistently superior manner.  You will be given models of “A” work.

“B” work includes all of the elements listed below, completed in an above average manner.  

Below a “B” and you will have to re-take the class in order to remain in the education department.  (
Technology will be included in this course through the use of Internet research and simulations via CD-ROM. Simulations can provide students with experiences in designing, implementing and evaluating experiments like those in the real laboratory. Literacy investigation will be posted and responded to via the WEBCT technology

School Policies:

Accommodations for students with documented disabilities will be made in this class.  Expected classroom conduct, attendance policies, and policies on plagiarism can be found in the current student handbook.  Students are responsible for knowing the information in the handbook.  

Attendance and Participation 

10 percent of the course grade for attendance depends on course and O&P attendance.  You will be expected to have your readings and assignments completed, with your reflections and notes ready for our group discussions in order to receive full points for the class session 

10 percent of the course grade for attendance depends on satisfactory completion of field experience and field experience assignments for this class.  If you do not turn in your O&P paperwork to me by the end of the semester, you will not pass this class. An unsatisfactory (average rating of 3 or below) evaluation in your O&P placement will seriously and negatively impact your attendance and participation grade for this class.   
Attendance will determine the final grade in the case where you are on the border (between 78 and 82 % for a B, or between 88 and 92% for an A) between two grades.     

Journal Reflections/One Pagers (5 @ 1 point each)

You will be writing a total of 5 journal entries/reflections.  Each should be no more than one page (12-point font and double spaced).  In your journal you will be asked to reflect on the weekly readings, your O&P setting and/or the class discussions from the prior week.  

For full points your reflection should:

Answer at least two of the following questions: 

· What ideas will be most useful in the future?

· How has the content changed your view of teaching and learning?

· What ideas do you see “in real life” in your O&P setting?

Be written to meet at least a 4 on the CUH writing rubric.   

Quizzes (5 @ 1 point each)


Include material from the main text.  All quizzes will be given at the beginning of class.  

Field Experience Assignments (5 @ 1 point each)

The field assignments for this class are an opportunity to deepen your understanding of the material in our text and readings.  There are 4 assignments that are tied to our readings.  These field assignments can be done at your O & P site; however, not being placed or school not being in session is not an excuse for not getting these assignments in on time.  Please see me at least two weeks in advance of when the assignment is due for help in finding a place if you do not think your O&P site will be available the week before the assignment is due.  I will help you. 

You will be writing 4 logs: one for each assignment.  For full points the log should:

· Be written in the format required for this class

· Include all information requested in assignment   

· Be written such that it meets at least a 4 on the CUH writing rubric 

Activity/Material/Lesson Plan (10 points) 

You will create one activity/material and the corresponding lesson plan, using the principles of material making, and one of the activities from either of your texts.  Materials/lesson ideas/activities from other sources will not be given credit.  The material or activity should be something you have tried in your field setting and you should be able to tell us why you made that particular material/activity. You will share the material/activity, the lesson plan (one for each student in class) and your one-page written reason for choosing this activity with the class at the celebration of learning.

For full points:


Created from either text. 
2 points


Aesthetically made

3 points


Lesson plan in correct format
2 points


One page written reason

2 points


Smooth presentation

1 point 

Deadlines:



Idea/one page rationale draft 


8th Class Session

Completed Lesson plan/progress report

13th Class Session

Completed activity/lesson 


15th Class Session

Performance Final (10 points)

You will demonstrate one of the activities you have learned in class to me.  You will pull the activity from a basket.  While you are waiting your turn, you will be completing a final written test.  You will be given a list of possible activities on the 6th class session when we begin doing demonstrations.   

For full points the following will be evident

Clarity in presentation


5 points


Lesson plan includes all elements
5 points
 
       

Literacy Investigation/Project (45 points) [Non-Montessori Students]
The Literacy Investigation/Project allows you to research some aspect of literacy in the context of your field setting.  You are to research some aspect of literacy that you have become interested in as a result of a problem that you have seen in your field setting.    

The problem should relate to the early childhood, emergent through beginning fluent reader or writer.  

You will write up your problem, do a small literature-review to find out about the problem, and come up with an idea to try out.  You will then try out your idea and write up your results and a conclusion.  

Your paper will use a research format to describe your problem, including a statement of the problem, a literature review, your methods, results and conclusions. 

For full points the paper will be 

· Between 8-10 pages/include 8-10 references (5 points)

· Minimum of 4-5 references using EBSCO

· Maximum of 2-3 references using the WWW

· Written using correct APA format for citations, references, pagination and title page. (5 points)    

· Written to at least a level 4 on the writing rubric (10 points) 

· Include statement of the problem, discussion of the literature,  
· Methods you used, the results and your concluding thoughts.  (25 points)   

Deadlines:

Statement of Problem (written description)
5th Class Session



Literature Review and Methods/first draft
8th Class Session


Results and Conclusion/Final Draft

11th Class Session


Completed Paper Due/Posted


14th Class Session

Rubric

[ ] 
Between 8-10 pages with 8-10 references 
5 points possible



Min 4-5 refereed journals   



Max 2-3 from WWW

[ ] 
Correct APA style



5 points possible



References (2)



Citations (1)



Pagination (1)



Title Page (1)

[ ] 
Written to at least a CUH writing level 4

10 points

[ ] 
Clearly articulated statement of problem

  5 points

[ ] 
Thorough discussion of the literature section         5 points


[ ] 
Clearly articulated methods section                        5 points

[ ] 
Results and conclusion section show evidence      10 points 

of analysis and synthesis    
Portfolio (45 points) [Montessori Students] 

From the materials that you have developed for this course you will create a portfolio that will be useful to you in presenting lessons to young children, and that demonstrates your understanding of language arts instructional sequences.  

The portfolio should include easily discernable sections with a table of contents, a ½ page introduction for each section, a 6-8 page rationale including how and why you intend to teach language arts, and illustrated lesson plans from this class. It should NOT include class notes, handouts or material from the packet.  
You will share your completed portfolio at the end of class “celebration of learning.”

Deadlines:


1st Portfolio Check (Sections Labeled)

2nd Class Session  

2nd Portfolio Check



8th Class Session


Presentation of Completed Portfolio

14th Class Session
Rubric:
Table of contents







[ ] Includes all contents/easy to read


 1 point


Sections




[ ] Easily discernable/organized



 1 point


[ ] Each section includes a ½ page introduction    
 5 points   

Rationale/philosophy 15 points total)

[ ] written in APA style for



 4 points 
references 
pagination 
cover page 
citations. 
Includes how you intend to teach language arts, 

  7 points

Includes why you intend to teach that way 

  7 points  
Lesson plans
[ ] illustrated 





 5 points

[ ] easy to understand




 5 points 
[ ] complete    





10 points 
Schedule

Date

Topic






Readings/Work  

1st Session
Review Syllabus 



Student Info 

8/23/05

Overview/Rationale





History of language



 

2nd Session
Culture/Diversity in Language


Ch 1 & 2


8/30/05

Working/Families Literacy


1st Portfolio CK 









Quiz #1 
3rd Session
Development of language skills 
 

Ch 3 & 10 

9/06/05

Red Flags and Resources


MM Intro-P.2









Quiz #2 

4th Session
Assessment of young children


Ch 12 

9/13/05

Observation 




Field #1 

Standards in Language Arts


                                      

5th Session 
Theories about reading development 

Ch 9 & 11 

9/20/05
Language Rich Environments


1st Paper CK








Quiz # 3  
6th Session
Perception/Concept Development

MM P. 3-40

9/27/05

Vocabulary Development


Journal #1

7th session
Receptive Language Processes


Ch 4, 5, 8    



10/04/05
Expressive Language Processes


MM. P. 41-44









Quiz #4 

8th Session
Review Session




2nd Portfolio CK 
10/11/05
Making Materials



2nd Paper CK








Activity TOPIC









Field #2

9th Session
Emergent Writing



Ch 6 

10/18/05
Development of Spelling


MM P. 45-50 










Field #3

10th Session
Emergent Reading 



Ch 7 text

10/25/05






MM P. 51-75









Quiz #5



11th Session
Early Reading/Writing 



MM P. 79-93


11/01/05






3rd Paper CK









3rd Portfolio CK









Journal #2

12th Session
The Writing Process



Journal #3



11/08/05
Research/Inquiry

13th Session
The Structure of Language 


MM P.76-78  


11/15/05
Graceful Grammar



MM P.99-139









Journal #4

14th Session
Fluent Reading/Writing 



MM P. 94-98


11/22/05
The Arts in Language Arts


Journal #5








Literacy Paper or Portfolio
15th Session
Celebration of Learning 


Course Evaluations 
11/29/05

 




Activity/Lesson











16th Session
Final- In Class




In-Class Final
12/06/05
  






 
Syllabus May Be Adjusted to Meet the Needs of Students

 Nanette Schonleber 2005 All Rights Reserved

Assignments and Due Dates 

1st Session
Review


Syllabus  
 
8/23/05

2nd Session
READ


Ch 1 & 2


8/30/05

DUE


Portfolio with section dividers (for Montessori students) 





Quiz #1
3rd Session
READ
 

Ch 3 & 10 

9/06/05

READ


MM Intro-P.2






Quiz #2 

4th Session
READ


Ch 12 

9/13/05

DUE


Field #1
5th Session 
READ


Ch 9 & 11 

9/20/05
DUE


Statement of Problem (Literacy Investigation)





Quiz # 3  

6th Session
READ


MM P. 3-40
9/27/05

DUE


Journal #1
7th session
READ


Ch 4, 5, 8    



10/04/05
READ


MM. P. 41-44





Quiz #4
8th Session
DUE


2nd Portfolio CK –or-
10/11/05
DUE


Literature Review and Methods/first draft (Paper)


DUE


Idea/one page rationale draft (Activity)



DUE


Field #2
9th Session
READ


Ch 6 

10/18/05
READ


MM P. 45-50 




DUE


Field #3

10th Session
READ


Ch 7 text

10/25/05
READ


MM P. 51-75






Quiz #5

11th Session
READ


MM P. 79-93


11/01/05
DUE


Results and Conclusion/Final Draft –or-


DUE


3rd Portfolio CK



DUE


Journal #2

12th Session
DUE


Journal #3



11/08/05  
13th Session
READ


MM P.76-78  


11/15/05
READ


MM P.99-139



DUE


Journal #4

14th Session
READ


MM P. 94-98


11/22/05
DUE


Journal #5



DUE


Literacy Paper- or- Portfolio
15th Session
DUE


Course Evaluations




11/29/05
DUE


Activity/Lesson

16th Session
Final- In Class




In-Class Final
12/06/15

Field Assignments

Observation is defined as watching children as they are engaged in learning, noting how they perform tasks, and the products of those tasks.  It is a powerful tool of assessment, and occurs simultaneously with instruction in every classroom.  Having a finely honed sense of observation can provide a wealth of information for decision making for information regarding the student’s vision, hearing, speech, emotional and social processes as well as the problem-solving strategies and possible problems in reading, writing, speaking, and listening.  The field assignments will provide an opportunity to hone your observation skills.

All observations should use the format provided and should include all three sections.  The ability of the observer to differentiate between facts and inferences drawn from those facts is of great importance.  Only the observable behaviors of the child should be recorded.  Inference and observations are properly put together when a number of observations, along with other measures are synthesized.  

Field #1 (From Ch 1, 2, 3, 10)

Culture, Diversity, Concepts/Vocabulary 

Listen in on the private speech of preschoolers while they are at play or working on a particular task.  How might this time of self-conversation benefit the child?   What language is the child using?  How could you take advantage of the child’s home language abilities to help develop concepts and vocabulary?  How could you help parents to develop concepts and vocabulary if Standard English is not their first language?     

Field #2 (From Ch 4, 5, 8)
Expressive Language  

Choose an early childhood classroom in which to observe the interaction of the teacher with the children.  How is the teacher:  1) Leading the children to become good conversational partners? 2) Making talking a pleasurable experience? 3) Incorporating language materials into learning centers throughout the classroom? How might you, as the teacher, facilitate these areas of development if this were your classroom?

Field #3 (From Chapter 6 and additional readings)
Assessing Spelling Stages 

Assess a child’s spelling state using both of the following checklists.  

Features List Analysis form



Developmental Spelling Stage Form

Field # 4 (From Ch 7,  9) 

Structured Observation  

Structured or systematic observations involve written records, and usually have specific purpose.  For example a teacher may conduct a structured observation for the purpose of determining social patterns in the classroom.  

Depending on the ages of the children in your O&P setting, conduct a structured observation of EITHER the Emergent Literacy stage, or the Early and Fluent Literacy stages.  

For the Emergent Literacy Stage use:




A.   Modified Concepts about the Print Test Form

B.  Observation Checklist: Emergent Literacy Stage Form

For the Early and Fluent Literacy Stages use:

A.  Oral/Silent Reading Behaviors Form

B.  Reading Skills Form 

C.  Questions for Interviewing From

