RE#635 GOD AND HUMAN EXISTENCE
                          MAPL / MPT Spring, 2006
Instructor:  David K. Anderson                
       CUH Office:   Henry 206-P / Home:  947-8922

E-mail:  danderso@chaminade.edu


           Tuesdays:  5:30-9;40pm – Henry 106

CATALOGUE:    A survey of Christian theologies of God, traditional and modern, 

      and viewpoints they represent on the nature and purpose of human existence

GOAL:  to undertake a comprehensive / in-depth analysis of the Judeo-Christian God 

               by means of historical survey.  Varied theological conceptions representative


   of the living-faith tradition will be examined  in terms of their similarities and

               differences.  Particular attention will be given as to how these diverse images 

               of God come to bear on our perceptions of human existence, human nature and

               purpose, human action and destiny.

Objectives:

1) to probe the major interpretive ideas about God that have formed over four millennia of

Judeo-Christian history, noting their continued impact on human experience and living

2) to investigate various proposals concerning the nature and character of God, with

consequent consideration given to their impact on our understanding of the human

3) to undertake a cross-denominational survey of theologians and theological movements

highlighting notions of divine transcendence and immanence with regards to the human 

past, present and future

4) to critically evaluate this theological discourse in terms of articulating and advocating

a human agenda that embraces both the sacred and the secular

      5)
to foster appreciation for the theological imagination and its articulations concerning

the mystery of God manifest in the person of Christ and the power of the Spirit

Requirements:

1) presence and participation in required course sessions

2) completion of required reading assignments

3) submission of a research portfolio that witnesses engagement with course content

Recommendations:

1) taking notes on the materials and discussions of each course session

2) comments and questions generated within and by course texts and handouts

3) consideration of alternative viewpoints and respectful engagement in class dialogue

                 TRACK I    The Doctrine of God   (A Global Introduction)
Session     Date                 Themes & Readings
    I             1/10

Introduction:  God-Talk Then & Now  [8-12]

   II.            1/17    
Part I:  Classical Theistic Traditions  (Biblical Orientations)  [13-14]

   
1. The Old Testament  [15-35]                           


                                  
2. The New Testament  [36-49]


Part II:  Classical Theistic Traditions  (Historical Developments)  [51-52]


3. Classical Theism  [53-59]


4. Patristic contributions  [60-81]


5. Milestones in Medieval Theology of God  [82-100]

  III.           1/24
6. The Reformers on God  [101-107]


7. The Modern Quest for God  [108-119]


8. Reflections on the Historical Developments of Classical Theism  [120-122]

  IV.           1/31
Part III:  God in Contemporary European Theologies  [123-124]


9. Karl Barth  [125-129]


10. Paul Tillich  [130-134]


11. John Zizioulas  [135-137]


12. Hans Kung  [138-141]


13. Karl Rahner  [142-146]

  V.            2/7
14. Wolfhart Pannenberg  [147-153]


15. Jurgen Moltmann  [154-159]


16. John Hick  [160-164]


17. Reflections on Contemporary Views of God  [165-167]

 VI.           2/14
Part IV:  God in North American Perspective  [169-170]


18. Challenges to Classical Theism  [171-178]


19. God in Process Theology  [179-185]


20. Open Theism  [186-191


21. Evangelical Theism  [192-198]

 VII.          2/21
Part V:  God in North American Perspective – Contextual Approaches  [199-200]


22. Native American Theologies  [201-206]


23. African American Theologies  [207-224]


24. Feminist/Womanist/Latina Theologies  [225-238]


25. Reflections on the North American Scene  [239-240]

 VIII.         2/28
Part VI:  God in Non-Western Perspective  [241-243]


26. God in African Theologies  [245-263]


27. God in Latin American Theologies  [264-278]


28. God in Asian Theologies  [279-298]


29. Reflections on Non-Western God-Talk  [299-301]

  IX.           3/7
Epilogue:  The Future of God-Talk  [303-305]


Course Discussion and/or Film

   X.          3/14
Presentations/Overview/Evaluation

     TRACK II    20th Century Theology  (God & the World in a Transitional Age)

Session     Date             Themes & Readings
   I.
     1/10

Preface & Introduction  [9-13]


1. The Enlightenment:  The Shattering of the Classical Balance  [15-23]


2. The Reconstruction of Transcendence:  Immanence in 19th Century Theology  [24-62]

  II.            1/17
3. The Revolt Against Immanence:  Transcendence in Neo-Orthodoxy  [63-112]


 III.            1/24
4. The Deepening of Immanence:  Reformulations of the Liberal Tradition  [113-142]

 IV.            1/31

5. Immanence Within The Secular:  The Radical Movement  [145-169]

  V.             2/7

6. The Transcendence of the Future:  The Theology of Hope  [170-199]

 VI.            2/14

7. The Renewal of Immanence in the Experience of Oppression:  Liberation Theologies




    [200-236]

 VII            2/21

8. The Transcendence of The Human Spirit:  The New Catholic Theology  [237-270]

 VIII          2/28

9. Transcendence Within The Story:  Narrative Theology  [271-285]

  IX.
     3/7

10. Reaffirming the Balance:  Evangelical Theology Coming of Age  [286-309]

   X.          3/14          
Conclusion:  Past Contributions and Future Prospects in the Quest for a Theology of


                Transcendence and Immanence  [310-315]

________________________________________________________________________________________

Research Portfolio:
Each student taking the course for credit is asked to create and submit for grading




a course portfolio (the length and type to be of their own choosing).  It is to consist of




materials used in the course, as well as materials original to the research of the




individual student.  The theme must be on God & Human Existence and it should




contain creative additions as well as linguistic inclusions.  In a sense, this portfoloio




is an opportunity to create a book on God that is both theological and personal.




The portfolio is due at the time of the last class and you are invited to present it

 


to the class with or without comment for their appreciative viewing and knowledge.

