CHAMINADE  UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU

WINTER EVENING SESSION

JANUARY 13 – MARCH 117, 2006

KANEOHE MARINE CORPS BASE CAMPUS

COURSE:  RE/ENV 311: Environmental Ethics
INSTRUCTOR:     Dr. Malia Dominica Wong, O.P.

TIME:     Fridays, 5:30-8:40PM

PHONE:     676-1452


E-MAIL:  srmaliad@juno.com

REQUIRED TEXTS:  *Kinsley, David: Ecology and Religion, Prentice-Hall, 1995.

*Easton, Thomas and Theodore Goldfarb: Taking Sides:  Clashing Views 


On Controversial Environmental Issues, McGraw-Hill, 2003.
DESCRIPTION
Examines religious perspectives on ethical issues within the context of an ecumenical and inter-religious dialogue in the field environmental studies, with particular attention paid to contemporary Catholic and Asian ethicists. The goals are to assist students in their study and understanding of the personal and social dimensions of these ethical perspectives and learn effective methods for dealing with relevant ethical issues within environmental studies.  Fulfills interdisciplinary capstone course requirement.

OBJECTIVES
*to demonstrate an understanding of morality and ethics and how they impact ecology and environmental issues

*to develop and apply a model for moral decision-making 

*to compare and contrast ways that the world’s religions are engaging the environmental crisis and how that engagement is changing them and their practitioners

*to demonstrate an understanding of the potentials for religious traditions to contribute to the solutions for the moral dilemmas created by the contemporary environmental crisis

*to demonstrate a personal commitment to life-enhancing action

REQUIREMENTS

     Students are to come to each class prepared by having read the assigned readings, completed any other homework assignments and being ready for in-class activities.  If you arrive late to class, or leave early without informing the instructor on the reasons, you will lose attendance points.

GRADING

     Grading will be based upon regular class attendance, class work, homework, projects, quizzes, participation, and effort.  Papers must be typed, double-spaced, 10 or 12 point font only.  1-1/2 inch margins.  Extra credit-- events and topics to be discussed as the occasion arises.  Note: communication with the teacher is essential if you have any concerns, are called away on duty, etc.

*CATEGORIES:

 



WEIGHTING:

Attendance:







20%

Class Participation:






10%

Reflection Papers:






15%




Homework:







10%

Quizzes:







10%

Midterm 







15%

Final:







           
20% 
100
90-100:  A
80-89:  B
70-79:  C
60-69:  D
59 and below:  (
LEARNING OUTCOME ASSESSMENT

All student's work will be evaluated for:

*knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, class presentations, discussions,

  videos, research, outside class activities

*ability to apply the knowledge to understand current issues in society

*understanding of the subject matter from different viewpoints

MIDTERM

     

“Fake food -- I mean those patented substances chemically flavored and 
mechanically bulked out to kill the appetite and deceive the gut -- is unnatural, almost 
immoral, a bane to good eating and good cooking.”  Julia Child (1912-2004)



“Many scientists now feel that these “plastic” unnatural foods have created a form 
of chemically aided neurophysiological degeneration and may be directly responsible for 
the increase in crime, obesity, asthma, hyperactivity and learning disabilities in children.”  
-Frankenfoods

	I.  Bring in a healthy food/dish to share

     *Note:  You can check list of GMO/non-GMO foods at:  True Food Now!:


http://www.truefoodnow.org/shoppersguide/guide_printable.html

	



 II.   Choose one of the topics (or another area of your interest), to research upon and 

       present your findings in a 3-5 minute speech in relation to the food you bring in.

	
	a.  Methods and Mechanisms for Genetic Manipulation of Plants

	
	b.  Unintended Effects from Breeding

	
	c.  Adverse Impacts of Food on Human Health: toxicity, nutritional deficiency,                                 and allergenicity

	
	d.  Dangers of “Farm Raised”

	
	e.  Methods and Mechanisms of Genetic Manipulation and Cloning of Animals
f.  Raw vs. Cooked or Processed

g.  Natural or Unnatural:  The Economical Choice 

h.  Ethics of Natural and Unnatural Foods

i.  Religious Influence and Food Choices


                                                                                      [image: image1.wmf]
Jan. 13

Introduction




Hmwk: Readings/*Summary




1.
ER:  Assigned chapter from Traditional Religions





2.
TS:  Issue 7, p. 117ff




*1 page summary on your stance given the pros/cons.

Jan. 20

Traditional Religions and Environmental Impact




Hmwk:
 Readings/Summary 




1.  ER:  Chapt. 12:  Contemporary Ecotheology, p. 164-174





2.  TS:  Issue 14, p. 276ff

Jan. 27

Chinese Religions, Philosophy and Politics






Hmwk:  Readings/Summary





1.  ER:  Chapt. 7:  Buddhism: Eco. Themes, p. 84-98





2.  TS:  Issue 8, p. 138-153
Feb. 3


Contemporary Ecotheology



Hmwk:  Readings/Summary 




1.  ER:  Chapt. 5:  Hinduism:  Ecological Themes, p. 54-67





2.  ER:  Chapt 13:  Animal Rights & Ecological Ethics, p. 178-183





3.  TS:  Issue 9, p. 154ff
Feb. 10/11

No class Friday evening, meet *Saturday 




Covanta H-Power Energy Plant, (Hawaii Recycling Services 




and Hawaii Metals)




8:30AM:  Campbell Industrial Park
 *Must wear closed shoes.




*Hmwk:  2 ½ page Reaction Paper



Feb. 17

Food, Ahimsa, Genetic Engineering; Midterm




Hmwk:  Readings/Summary





1.  ER:  Chapt.  6:  Chinese Religions: Eco. Themes, p. 68-83





2.  TS:  Issue 1, p. 1-25

Feb. 24

Buddhist Religions and DDT




Hmwk:  Readings/Summary




1.  ER:  Assigned reading from Christianity and Eco. Themes





2.  TS:  Issue 16, p. 313ff

Mar. 3


Christianity and Population Growth




Hmwk:  Area of interest:  One reading from ER and TS to report on 



next week *Oral report:  no paper
Mar. 10

Areas of interest



Hmwk:  Prepare for final exam
Mar. 17

Final Exam

*Note: Syllabus subject to change.  

ENV. 331

CUH - Winter 2006

Extra-Credit:

For any extra-credit activity, write up a 1 ½ page reaction paper.

*Sat. Jan. 14, 21 Help Restore Heeia Stream. 46-465 Kamehameha Hwy, Kaneohe. 9AM-1PM.  The Friends of Heeia State Park seek volunteers to help recreate this natural habitat to bring back native fish and birds.  Volunteers remove alien species, and plant native flora.  Work includes stacking and chipping mangrove and planting.  Families welcome.  247-3156

*Sat., Jan. 14, 2006, 7 p.m.
McCoy Pavilion, Ala Moana Beach Park, Honolulu       FREE Admission & Refreshments
“How Violent Food Choices Fuel a Violent World”: a presentation by Farm Sanctuary president Gene Bauston
“Whenever we sit down to eat, we make choices that have a wide ranging impact on ourselves and others. Eating with conscience promotes compassion, justice, and good health. Failing to do so contributes to disease, degradation of the environment, and an indifference to suffering and death. This presentation discusses how violence associated with animal food production contributes to the overall violence found in our society and throughout the world.”
Gene Bauston is co-founder and president of Farm Sanctuary, America’s leading farm animal protection organization. He has initiated groundbreaking legal enforcement and legislative action to prevent farm animal abuse and played an important role in passing laws in the U.S. that explicitly prohibit cruel farming practices. His efforts have been covered by leading news organizations, including The New York Times, Los Angeles Times, Wall Street Journal, Washington Post, NPR, ABC, NBC, CBS, and CNN. He holds a master’s degree in agricultural economics from Cornell University. For more information, visit: www.FarmSanctuary.org.
Thursdays at 6-7 p.m.:  The Vegetarian Society of Hawaii presents "Vegetarian," a weekly Public Access TV program. All programs air on Olelo, Cable Channel 52, Upcoming Shows from 12/08/05 to 2/23/06
**************************************************** 
2/2/06
"Exploding Nutritional Myths."
Brenda Davis, R.D. 58:07, taped 10/21/05 at UH-Manoa, HIG Auditorium (#110)
1/12/06-2/9/06
"Are Humans Designed To Eat Meat?"
Milton Mills, M.D. 58:28, taped 11/12/05 at McCoy Pavilion, Ala Moana Beach Park
1/19/06-2/16/06
"Defeating Diabetes"
Brenda Davis, R.D. 57:50, taped 10/20/05 at Castle Wellness & Lifestyle Center
1/26/06-2/23/06
"Eating for Life"
Brenda Davis, R.D. 57:35, taped 10/22/05 at McCoy Pavilion, Ala Moana Beach Park
 

There are unpredictable "flex" showings on the same channel at other times. Timing is variable with regard to both starting times and program length, so if you have a Video Cassette Recorder (VCR), your best bet is to set the timer for WEEKLY recording on Thursdays from ~ 5:55 pm to ~7:05 pm, channel 52. All tapes in this next quarter were recorded and edited digitally, and will be played back from digital tape (DVC Pro) by Olelo. For best quality it's advisable to record in short play (SP) two-hour mode. Since none of them are available for sale, the only (and cheapest) way you can get the ones you may want to keep is to record all of them, tape over the ones you don't want, and go buy another blank tape later. You can also watch "Vegetarian" on line at 6:00 PM on Thursdays by going to: www.olelo.org/OAHU52/default.html
 

-William Harris, M.D.
VSH TV Coordinator

Internet Video Clips
http://www.factoryfarming.com/gallery/photos_video.htm
*CALVES IN VEAL CRATES
In order to make 'milk-fed' veal, baby calves are taken from their mothers and confined in small wooden crates just two feet wide. They will remain here until they are taken to slaughter at approximately four months of age. from: "Misery on the Menu"
*DOWN COW DRAGGED OFF TRUCK
Downed animals suffer horribly during transportation and handling. Here, a downed cow who is covered in manure from laying on the floor is dragged off a livestock truck by a chain around her leg. from: "The Downside of Livestock Marketing"
*PIG DRAGGED BY EAR
Incapacited animals are commonly moved by grossly inhumane means. Here, a downed pig is dragged by his ear onto a slaughterhouse truck. from: "The Downside of Livestock Marketing"
*BLEEDING CHICKENS IN A PILE
Bleeding and struggling for their lives, chickens are thrown into a bin to be bled before being shackled upside down on the slaughterhouse assembly line. (NOTE: This footage was taken at a small poultry slaughterhouse. At larger slaughterhouses, the chickens are shackled upside down before their throats are cut.) from: "Humane Slaughter?"
*DEBEAKING
To reduce the injuries which result when chickens and turkeys are packed in overcrowded and stressful conditions, the birds are commonly debeaked (i.e part of their beaks are cut off). This painful process involves cutting through bone, cartiledge, and soft tissue with a hot cauterizing blade. from: "The Making of a Turkey"
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Keep Animal Waste Out of Our Waters
Stop Factory Farm Pollution

[image: image3.jpg]


America's drinking water, rivers and lakes are at risk from giant, corporate-owned factory farms. These Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations (CAFOs) confine thousands of animals in one facility, and produce staggering amounts of animal waste in the process (2.7 trillion pounds per year). Too often, this waste leaks into our rivers and streams, fouling our air, contaminating our drinking water and spreading disease. According to the Environmental Protection Agency, hog, chicken and cattle waste has polluted 35,000 miles of rivers in 22 states and contaminated groundwater in 17 states.
12 Most Contaminated
Buy These Organic
• Apples
• Bell Peppers
• Celery
• Cherries
• Imported Grapes
• Nectarines
• Peaches
• Pears
• Potatoes
• Red Raspberries
• Spinach
• Strawberries
12 Least Contaminated
• Asparagus
• Avocados
• Bananas
• Broccoli
• Cauliflower
• Corn (sweet)
• Kiwi
• Mangos
• Onions
• Papaya
• Pineapples
• Peas (sweet)
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