Religion 337.01 - Catholic Social Thought

Classroom:  Henry 202






Tuesday 2-4:50 p.m.

Professor:  Peter Steiger, Ph.D.





Spring 2006

Phone: 440-4212 (x212 on campus)





Office:  Henry 206N

Email: psteiger@chaminade.edu





Hrs: MWF 10-12pm

Catalogue Description:  RE 337 – Catholic Social Thought
Students will explore Catholic Social Thought, community and the common good.  They will discuss the impact of Catholic Social Thought on the Church and society as Christians work toward a more peaceful and just society within a pluralistic secular world.  Students will apply Catholic Social Thought to a local issue in order to demonstrate how Catholic teaching can address and facilitate social change.

Required Texts:
Thomas Massaro, S.J.  Living Justice: Catholic Social Teaching in Action.  Sheed & Ward, 2000.

Rodger Charles, S.J.  An Introduction to Catholic Social Teaching.  Ignatius Press, 1999.

Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace.  Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church.

USCCB Publishing, 2005.

Portions of the following papal and ecclesial documents:

John Paul II

Ecclesia in America (January 22, 1999)

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_jp-ii_exh_22011999_ecclesia-in-america_en.html
Ecclesia in Oceania (November 22, 2001)

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_jp-ii_exh_20011122_ecclesia-in-oceania_en.html
Familiaris Consortio (November 22, 1981)

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_jp-ii_exh_19811122_familiaris-consortio_en.html
Mulieris Dignitatem (August 15, 1988)

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/apost_letters/documents/hf_jp-ii_apl_15081988_mulieris-dignitatem_en.html
Evangelium Vitae (March 25, 1995)

http://www.vatican.va/edocs/ENG0141/_INDEX.HTM
Centesimus Annus (May 1, 1991)

http://www.vatican.va/edocs/ENG0214/_INDEX.HTM
Solicitudo Rei Socialis (December 30, 1987)

http://www.vatican.va/edocs/ENG0223/_INDEX.HTM
Laborem Exercens (September 14, 1981)

http://www.vatican.va/edocs/ENG0217/_INDEX.HTM
Redemptor Hominis (March 4, 1979)

http://www.vatican.va/edocs/ENG0218/_INDEX.HTM
Paul VI

Octogesima Adveniens (May 14, 1971)

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/paul_vi/apost_letters/documents/hf_p-vi_apl_19710514_octogesima-adveniens_en.html
Populorum Progressio (March 26, 1967)

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/paul_vi/encyclicals/documents/hf_p-vi_enc_26031967_populorum_en.html
Humanae Vitae (July 25, 1968)

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/paul_vi/encyclicals/documents/hf_p-vi_enc_25071968_humanae-vitae_en.html
John XXIII

Mater et Magistra (May 15, 1961)

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_xxiii/encyclicals/documents/hf_j-xxiii_enc_15051961_mater_en.html
Pacem in Terris (April 11, 1965)

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_xxiii/encyclicals/documents/hf_j-xxiii_enc_11041963_pacem_en.html
Pius XI

Quadragesimo Anno (May 15, 1931)

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/pius_xi/encyclicals/documents/hf_p-xi_enc_19310515_quadragesimo-anno_en.html
Benedict XV

Pacem, Dei Munus Pulcherrimum (May 23, 1920)

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xv/encyclicals/documents/hf_ben-xv_enc_23051920_pacem-dei-munus-pulcherrimum_en.html
Leo XIII

Rerum Novaram (May 15, 1891)

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/leo_xiii/encyclicals/documents/hf_l-xiii_enc_15051891_rerum-novarum_en.html
Vatican II

Gaudium et Spes (December 7, 1965)

http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_cons_19651207_gaudium-et-spes_en.html
Dignitatis Humanae (December 7, 1965)

http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_decl_19651207_dignitatis-humanae_en.html
US Catholic Bishops

Economic Justice for All (1983)
http://www.osjspm.org/cst/eja.htm
Program for Reconstruction (1919)

http://www.osjspm.org/cst/bish1919program.htm
The Harvest of Justice is Sown in Peace (1993)

http://www.nccbuscc.org/sdwp/harvest.htm
Called to Global Solidarity (1997)
http://www.nccbuscc.org/sdwp/international/globalsolidarity.htm
Learning Outcomes:

1.  The student will demonstrate an understanding of the distinctive role of the gospel in both affirming and challenging cultural values, particularly as applied to Hawaii, by presenting the results of research linking Catholic Social Teaching to one social issue in contemporary Hawaii.

2.  The student will demonstrate knowledge of the historical development of Catholic Social Thought  by explaining this in class discussions and on exams.

3.  The student will be able to summarize the content and major themes of Catholic Social Teaching as contained in the social encyclicals and documents of the Church on exams.

Course Assessment:


Assessment of student performance in the course will be divided into three parts:  preparation, examination and summation.  Preparation will be assessed  by means of participation in classroom discussions.  Examination will be assessed by means two midterms and one final exam.  Summation will be assessed by research of one topic that analyzes one issue in contemporary Hawaiian society in light of Catholic Social Teaching.  The research of each student will be presented to the class during the last two weeks of the semester.  The breakdown of point valuation will be the following:

Preparation:    Participation in class and preparation – 50 pts.

Examination:
 Midterms One and Two – 50 each, Final – 50 (Exams will be short answer/essay)

Summation:
Research project – 100 pts.

Semester Total:  300

Grading Scale:

A – 270-300 pts (90-100%)



D – 185-209 pts (62-69%)
B – 240-269 pts (80-89%)



Failure <185 pts (<62%)
C – 210-239 pts (70-79%)

Expectations of Students:  Please refer to appropriate pages in Student Handbook for Classroom Policies and Attendance – The Handbook states: “Students are expected to attend all scheduled classes for which they are registered, and the University assumes they are mature enough to be responsible for their own behavior.  During the first week of classes, instructors will explain their attendance policies as outlined in the course syllabus. These policies may involve grade penalties.  Faculty members are responsible for monitoring and enforcing their established attendance policies. The instructor must report any absence of two weeks or

more to Retention and Academic Advising and the Registrar.”
Instructor’s attendance policy:


Absence from class will significantly affect your ability to do well in this course, since the readings are difficult to understand and will be explained during the class discussions.  Each unexcused absence will result in a two point deduction from preparation points, since you can not participate if you are not present.  You should make every attempt to schedule doctor’s visits and the like outside of class time.  Contact the professor before class if you are ill and unable to attend.  Extended illness may require adjustments, but generally students are required to make up missed work and classes through additional exercises.  We will discuss these as they arise.  

Other policy issues:

Please make sure that all cell phones, pagers and portable, personal devices are off during class.  Please do not eat during class.  If you have an emergency during class, please depart the room quietly.  These policies and the schedule below are subject to change during the semester.

Characteristics of Education in the Marianist Tradition
EDUCATE FOR FORMATION IN FAITH - Educators in the Marianist Tradition seek to

· Bear witness to the Gospel with a personal and committed faith that touches the heart. 

· Promote a dialogue between faith and culture which illuminates reality from the perspective of the Gospel. 

· Impart the principle that each person has an ethical and moral responsibility for his or her personal and social world. 

· Form students in Gospel values and Christian attitudes. 

· Educate in a free and responsible style which elicits a personal response of faith. 

· Bear witness with a faithful commitment to the Church that makes the Gospel credible today and tomorrow. 

· Make present the example and influence of Mary as the first disciple and as an educator in faith. 

PROVIDE AN INTEGRAL QUALITY EDUCATION - Educators in the Marianist Tradition seek to

· Promote quality education of the whole person. 

· Provide coherent curricula, professional personnel, and adequate facilities and finances. 

· Develop respect for the uniqueness and dignity of the person as a daughter or son of God, unique and individual. 

· Develop interior spirit and self-knowledge. 

· Develop concern for global and local issues of culture, ecology, and the use of technology. 

· Foster a diverse school community. 

· Offer Mary as a model of integrity in relation to the realities of the world. 

EDUCATE IN FAMILY SPIRIT - Educators in the Marianist Tradition seek to

· Create a favorable environment for education. 

· Cultivate interpersonal relationships characterized by openness, respect, integrity and dialogue. 

· Form an educational community with collaborative structures and processes. 

· Express their authority as loving and dedicated servants. 

· Influence others by exhibiting Marian traits of openness, hospitality, graciousness and faith. 

EDUCATE FOR SERVICE, JUSTICE, AND PEACE - Educators in the Marianist Tradition seek to

· Promote a missionary spirit for the reign of God. 

· Educate for solidarity with the poor and marginalized. 

· Promote the dignity and rights of women. 

· Establish faith communities that promote reflective programs of service. 

· Announce, under the prophetic influence of Mary, the goodness and justice of God and denounce oppression. 

EDUCATE FOR ADAPTATION AND CHANGE - Educators In The Marianist Tradition Seek To

· Educate students to shape a hope-filled future. 

· Educate persons to accept and respect differences in a pluralistic society. 

· Develop critical thinking skills in the search for truth. 

· Promote openness and adaptation to local and global contexts through inculturation and interdisciplinary programs. 

· Respond to the signs of the times in faith. ("Do whatever he tells you.")
EDUCATE FOR FORMATION IN FAITH – Students learning from the Marianist Tradition seek to

· Grow in their relationship to God.

· Freely explore their faith in a safe and encouraging environment.

· Be challenged to live by the faith they profess.

PROVIDE AN INTEGRAL QUALITY EDUCATION - Students learning from the Marianist Tradition seek to

· Learn from our fellow student’s cultural, faith and family backgrounds.

· Grow as a whole person – mind, body and spirit.

· Make choices that will enhance their God given gifts.

· Think critically about issues affecting our world.

· Be challenged both academically and spiritually so to realize their potential.

EDUCATE IN FAMILY SPIRIT - Students learning from the Marianist Tradition will experience the
· Nurture and care of faculty and staff.

· Acceptance of who they are.

· Richness of our campus cultural diversity.

· Atmosphere of e komo mai (welcome) and knowledge of ways to seek advice and support when it is needed.

EDUCATE FOR SERVICE, JUSTICE, AND PEACE - Students learning from the Marianist Tradition seek to

· Use their gifts and education to better the lives of others.

· Address the God-shaped absence in the world.

· Gain perspective on their own problems through serving others.

· Know about and respond to issues of injustice, violence and oppression.

· Think globally and act locally.

EDUCATE FOR ADAPTATION AND CHANGE – Students learning from the Marianist Tradition seek to
· Make a difference in the world.

· Share in the struggles of others in the community as a sign of solidarity.

· Be well prepared and equipped for the uncertain and ever changing future.

· Take a humble, learning and listening attitude when trying to bring positive change to people’s lives.

· Learn how to be agents of change.
Live Aloha!

What does Live Aloha stand for? Perhaps Pilahi Paki explained it best with use of the Hawaiian huna. Each letter in the word Aloha represents another Hawaiian word, and together these five words most completely express the truth of aloha: "Aloha is the coordination of mind and heart . . . it's within the individual. It brings you down to yourself. You must think and emote good feelings to others.

  A stands for AKAHAI, meaning kindness, to be expressed with tenderness. 

  L stands for LOKAHI, meaning unity, to be expressed with harmony. 

  O stands for OLU`OLU, meaning agreeable, to be expressed with pleasantness. 

  H stands for HA`AHA`A, meaning humility, to be expressed with modesty. 

  A stands for AHONUI, meaning patience, to be expressed with perseverance."
Aloha ke Akua - God is love
Week One (1/10/06):
Topic - Introduction and Syllabus Review

 Discussion – What is Social Ethics and Catholic Social Thought/Teaching?  

Assignment – Read Massaro, p. 81-89, Himes, p. 1-31, Compendium, p. 1-25
Week Two (1/17/06):


Topic – Lecture:  Social Ethics Tradition from OT/NT through Middle Ages
Discussion of any questions on readings assigned.


Assignment – Read Massaro, p. 89-102, Himes p. 41-71
Week Three (1/24/06):

Topic – Lecture:  Social Ethics in the Age of Revolution and the end of Christendom


Discussion of any questions on readings assigned.  


Assignment – Read Massaro, p. 53-80, Himes, p. 99-124
Week Four (1/31/06):


Topic – Lecture:  Contemporary Catholic Social Teaching, its Purpose and Foundation


Discussion of any question on readings assigned


Assignment – Read Himes, p. 72-98, Compendium, p. 27-48 (skim p. 71-92)
Week Five (2/7/06):  Midterm One (First Half of Class)


Topic – Principles of Catholic Social Teaching – Small group exercise


Assignment – TBA; Charles, p. 15-18, Massaro, p. 115-119, Compendium, p. 47-70.
Week Six (2/14/06):


Topic – Dignity of the Human Person and Human Rights


Assignment – TBA; Charles, p. 18-37, Massaro, p. 124-127, Compendium, p. 95-115.
Week Seven (2/21/06):


Topic – Family, basis of Society


Assignment – TBA; Charles, p. 61-66, Massaro, p. 138-142, Compendium, p. 115-135
Week Eight (2/28/06):


Topic – Human Work


Assignment – TBA; Charles, p. 66-86, Massaro, p. 132-138, Compendium, p. 141-162
Week Nine (3/7/06):


Topic – Economic Life

Assignment - TBA; Charles, p. 37-49, Massaro, p. 128-132, Compendium, p. 163-180
Week Ten (3/14/06):


Topic – Political Community

Assignment - TBA; Charles, p. 50-54, Compendium, p. 180-184
Spring Break – 3/20/06-3/24/06

Week Eleven (3/28/06):  Midterm Two (First Half of Class)


Topic – Church/State Relations and Religious Liberty

Assignment - TBA; Charles, p. 54-61, Massaro, p. 150-158, Comp., p. 197-212
Week Twelve (4/4/06):


Topic – International Society – War/Peace and Environment

Assignment - TBA; Charles, p. 86-92, Massaro, p. 142-150,158-163, Comp., p. 185-196.
Week Thirteen (4/11/06):


Topic – International Development, Globalization and Option for the Poor


Assignment – Complete Project and Prepare for Final Exam
Week Fourteen (4/18/06):  Wrap up and Class Presentations 

Week Fifteen (4/25/06):  Wrap up and Class Presentations
