CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU        

FALL 2005
INSTRUCTOR: Sylvia Loveless

       
         Phone:  735-6709    cell. 223-7682
COURSE:
Ed 232 Introduction Montessori Philosophy   e-mail:  lovelessd001@hawaii.rr.com 

TIME:

Mondays 5:30 to 9:40
      
         
        CREDITS:  3  

LOCATION:
Eiben 207


         
        INDEPENDENT STUDY
Rationale:

Human development is based on a predictable unfolding which both acts and is acted upon by the environment.  In order to serve the developmental needs of the child, we must understand how to provide what is needed for optimal growth, both in basic principles and in methodology.  This course provides an overview of the Montessori Philosophy and Methodology of education that is based on a holistic approach to life and education.

Objectives 

The students will:

1.  Receive instruction regarding Montessori’s philosophy and child development as it relates to children three to six years of age. HTSB Standards 1, 2, 3;   MACTE competency (6.2.1) 
2.  Receive instruction on the role of the adult in a Montessori environment. HTSB Standards 2, 3, 6;   MACTE competency (6.2.2)
3.  Study Montessori’s concept of a prepared environment. HSTB Standards 1,2,5;  MACTE competency (6.2.2)

4.  Receive instruction on how to create a developmentally appropriate learning activity 

      related to a specific curriculum area. HSTB Standard 6; MACTE competency (6.2.4,5,6,7)

Competencies
At the end of the course the student should:

1.   Understand the concept of a prepared environment. HSTB Std. 2, 6; MACTE comp. (6.2.2)

2.  Know and be able to describe the six components of a Montessori environment. HSTB Standard 5;  MACTE competency (6.2.1)

3.  Be able to make a chart depicting Montessori’s Planes of Development. HSTB  Standards 4,5;   MACTE competency (6.2.1)
4.  Be able to write definitions for the basic terminology common to Montessori programs. HSTB Standards 4, 9;  MACTE competency (6.2.2)

5.  Understand the importance of observation and be familiar with various record keeping 

       systems.  HSTB Standard 8; MACTE competency (6.2.3) 
6.   Be able to create a learning activity according to Montessori principles which is 

developmentally appropriate and specific to a curriculum area. HSTB Standard 6;  MACTE competency (6.2.3,4,5,6,7) 
Textbooks
Montessori - A Modern Approach - Paula Polk Lillard

Discovery of the Child - Maria Montessori

The Absorbent Mind - Maria Montessori

Maria Montessori –A Biography - Rita Kramer 

Methods
Lecture                               Videos                              Discussion 

Writing Assignments
Demonstration                    Readings                          Observation 
Exam
Schedule

Date to be arranged with instructor

   Introduction and Course Overview


   Montessori’s Life and Vision 


   Montessori on Child Development 
 
   Basic Concepts of the Montessori Approach 

   Montessori Terminology 
Oct. 17    Montessori’s Planes of Development (Stages of Development Chart) 


   Components of the Montessori Environment 

   The Role of Observation in the Montessori Environment 

Oct. 24    Preparation and Role of the Teacher



 


   Approach to the Child 


   Professionalism   


   Record Keeping 
Oct. 31    Brain Development and Montessori Education-Overview 
Rationale for Practical Life-Concentration & Coordination 

   Grace and Courtesy - A Human Responsibility 

   1st. Observation due
Nov. 7      Sensitive Periods

    Rationale for Sensorial Education-Organizing sensory impressions 

    Sorting Exercises 

    Tactile, Dimensional, Visual 

    Auditory, Gustatory, Olfactory 
Nov. 14    Rationale for Mathematics and Language Arts 


    Sensorial Preparation


    Numeration/listening skills/vocabulary/oral language


    2nd. Observation due
Nov. 21    Mathematics and Language Arts Continued 

    Linear Counting/Decimal System/Four Operations 


    Geometry 

    Components of Sounds/Writing/Phonics 


   Planes of Development chart due 
Nov. 28    Normalization

    Cultural/Environmental Education


    Science & Geography


   Learning styles of children and teachers


   Comparison of Montessori and Non-Montessori Environments due
Dec 5
    No class

Schedule  (continued)

Dec. 12     Student Activity Presentations

                 Final Paper due
Assignments
1.) A.   Reading Assignments:

Montessori - A Modern Approach; and Maria Montessori, a Biography; specific chapters to be assigned and read by specified dates. 


Oct. 17  -   Montessori - A Modern Approach  Chapter 1 and 2  

     Kramer – Ch. 1-6


Oct. 24      Montessori - A Modern Approach  Chapter 3  



     Kramer – Ch. 7-9
Oct. 31       Kramer – Ch. 10-12

Nov. 7       Montessori - A Modern Approach   Chapter 4 


     Kramer – Ch. 13-15

Nov. 14     Kramer – Ch.16-18


Nov. 21    Montessori - A Modern Approach   Chapter 5 


    Kramer – Ch. 19-20 


Nov. 28    Montessori - A Modern Approach   Chapter 6


    Kramer – Ch.21-22
Dec. 12    Montessori - A Modern Approach   Appendix

    

                 Kramer – Ch. 23-24
B. 
Reading Assignments for Discovery of the Child and The Absorbent Mind 


Selected passages from these two Montessori books will be read in small groups and 
discussed with the larger group. This strategy, known as Jigsaw Reading, reduces the 
amount of overall reading. Group sizes will be determined by the number of students in 
the whole class.  Please see attached list of the reading selections.  

2.) 
Observation Assignments: this class has a ten-hour Observation and Participation component.  Students write two written reports on observations in a Montessori 3-6 classroom environment, following the observation guidelines. Methodology will be explained in class. Please see Janet Duke for O and P placement.  Observation to be verified by head teacher in that classroom.  Observations to be completed by specified dates.  Full points for logs are assigned when the signed form from the cooperating teacher has been turned in.
3.) Planes of Development Chart:  to be discussed in class first.

4.) Reflection papers 


Students will be asked to write a reflection to bring to the next class on a topic taken from a lecture, video, or reading.  All reflections should be a minimum of 
1 ½ -2 pages, in narrative form, with correct spelling and grammar.  A total of nine reflection papers will be assigned.

Student-made activity
One student-made activity to be presented to the class.  Students select an activity based on curricular areas discussed.
Comparison of Montessori and non-Montessori environments
The third observation should be at any early childhood environment other than a Montessori school; then write a two-and-a-half to four-page paper describing the areas of similarity and the differences between the two sites.  
Note: 
(a)  This “compare and contrast” paper is separate from the two O and P logs, which will be written following the format discussed in class.

(b)  If you already work in a non-Montessori school, you may use this as your “compare and contrast” environment.  

7.)        Final Paper

The final paper should be on a topic related to Montessori philosophy, with annotated references made to the assigned Montessori books.  Additional research may be included but should be properly cited.  The paper should be titled, double-spaced, five to seven pages in length, and have a bibliography attached. 
Important due dates

Oct.  31  - first classroom observation write-up due in class


Nov. 14  - second classroom observation write-up due in class


Nov. 21  - Planes of Development chart due

Nov. 28  - comparison of Montessori and non-Montessori environments due

Dec. 12  - presentation of student made activity in class


Dec. 12  - Final Paper
Evaluation/Grading

Participation in class, one point per class

10 points

Student Made Activity  
(1)                           
10 points

Observation Write-ups   (2)                        
15 points

Reflection papers          
(9)                           
18 points

Planes of Development Chart                         
10 points

Compare Non-Montessori/Montessori

12 points

Research/reading reports   


10 points

Final Paper                                                       
15 points

Total  .........................................................……100 points

90-100 = A     80- 89 = B   70 - 79 = C   60 - 69 = D   Below 60 = F

Rubrics for Grading Points
Weekly reflections

2 points each

1 1/2 - 2 pages


1 point

On time



0.5 point

Contains quote from reading
0.5 point

Observation logs

7 points each total; see *
Each log based upon 5 
hours of observation

2 points

Follows format


1 point

On time



1 point

3-5 pages, double-spaced
2 points

Free of grammatical errors
1 point

*One log has sketch of 

  environment attached

1 point
Student-made Activity

10 points total

On time



1 point

Hands-on


1 point

Developmentally appropriate
1 point

Within curricula areas

1 point

Clear presentation

1 point

Complete, aesthetic

5 points

Planes of Development Chart 10 points total

On time



1 point

Clear presentation

1 point

Complete, aesthetic

5 points

Visual format


2 points
One or more plane shown
1 point

Compare Non-Montessori/


Montessori
12 points total

On time



1 point

Free of grammatical errors
1 point

Contains at least five points of 


contrast or comparison
9 points

Two to four pages

1 point

Research/reading reports   
10 points
Give a five-minute report on 

your research and paper 

Syllabus, schedule and course content may be changed to meet the needs of students.
