PAGE  
2

COMMUNICATION 274— WRITING FOR MASS COMMUNICATION
Dates: January 9 to May 4, 2006

Time: Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays (2 - 2:50 p.m.) 

Location: Eiben Hall / E115

Instructor: Ralph Thomas Kam, Ph.D.

Office Hours: By appointment 

Office Phone: 239-4444 (voice mail)

E-mail: rkam@thepacific.com

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Developing and practicing writing skills for advertising, broadcasting, journalism and public relations. Introduction to the study and practice of law and ethics in determining news values, gathering information and communicating clearly and accurately for mass audiences. Grammar and mechanics and Associated Press style are emphasized. Offered annually. Prerequisite: EN 102.

OBJECTIVES

Through active participation in class, and serious application of course material, you will gain the ability:

· To identify characteristics of good writing and apply basic techniques to improve your writing

· To produce clear, accurate and grammatical writing

· To apply journalistic rules and standards to your writing

· To understand the unique writing demands of various mass media

· To gather information for advertising, broadcasting, journalism and public relations through research and interviews

· To determine appropriate content based on news values and ethical and legal standards

REQUIRED TEXT 

Stovall, James G. Writing for the Mass Media, Sixth edition. Allyn & Bacon,  2006.

Associated Press. AP Style Guide. 2004
GRADING METHODS

Course grades will be determined on a point system, with a maximum of 100 points possible: 

Exercises and Papers

Biography Paper (5 points)

Editing Exercise (5 points)

AP Style Exercise (5 points)

Profile Story (10 points) 

     
Broadcast Writing Exercise (5 points)

College Promotion (5 points)


News Release (5 points)


Organization Web Site (10 points)

Quizzes and Examinations


2 Quizzes, 5 points each (10 points)


Midterm Examination (10 points)


Final Examination (20 points) 

Class Participation (10 points)

Grading Scale: 

90-100 points: A

80-89 points: B 

70-79 points: C 

60-69 points: D 

59 and under: F 

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

Attendance: You are expected to attend all classes. Do not be late. Three or more unexcused absences will result in a 10 percent reduction of your final grade. Three tardies constitute one unexcused absence. If you are unable to attend class, you are still responsible for all information presented during that session.

Assignments: Assignments must be completed on the specified due date. Work that is one day late will be assessed a 10% point reduction. Any assignment or exercise based on in-class activity cannot be made up if you are not present for the activity. Assignments will be graded on timeliness, completeness, and quality of content.

Quizzes and exams. They are scheduled in the accompanying Dates and Deadlines section. Each quiz will be based on the text readings and lecture material for the concluded unit of study. Questions for quizzes and exams will be objective: true-false, multiple choice and matching. Bring a No. 2 pencil on the day of the quiz or exam.

Readings. Daily reading assignments from the text are listed on the course schedule. Read the material before you come to class. 

Incompletes.  No incomplete shall be given as a final grade, except for verified personal emergencies.                     

Student Conduct.  The Student Conduct Code prohibits academic dishonesty, including cheating and plagiarism. 

DATES AND DEADLINES 

Week



Readings/Activities




Week 1 (Jan 9-13)

Course and Student Introductions





Chapter 1—Sit Down and Write

Week 2 (Jan 16-20)

Chapter 2—Basic Tools of Writing 

Mon, Jan 16: HOLIDAY— Father Chaminade/Martin Luther King Day

Fri, Jan 20: Biography Exercise Due (5 points)
Week 3 (Jan 23-27)

Chapter 3—Style and the Stylebook

Week 4 (Jan 30-Feb 3)
Chapter 4—Writing in the Media Environment 

Fri, Feb 3: Quiz #1 on Chapters 1- 3 (5 points)
Week 5 (Feb 6-10)
Chapter 4— Writing in the Media Environment (continued)

Fri, Feb 10: Editing Exercise Due (5 points)

Week 6 (Feb 13-17)

Chapter 5—Writing for Print 





Fri, Feb 10: AP Style Exercise (5 points)

Week 7 (Feb 20-24)

Chapter 5—Writing for Print (continued) 

Week 8 (Feb 27- Mar 3)
Chapter 6—Writing for the Web 

Fri, Mar 3: Midterm Examination on Chapters 1-5 (10 points)

Week 9 (Mar 6-10)

Chapter 7—Writing for Broadcast 

Fri, Mar 10: Profile Story Due (10 points) 

Week 10 (Mar 13-17)
Chapter 8—Writing Advertising Copy

Week 11 (Mar 20-24)
HOLIDAY—Spring Recess

Week 12 (Mar 27-31)
Chapter 8—Writing Advertising Copy (continued)

Mon, Mar 27—HOLIDAY—Prince Kuhio Day 

Fri, Mar 31: Broadcast Writing Exercise Due (5 points)

Week 13 (Apr 3-7)

Chapter 9—Writing for Public Relations





Fri, Apr 7: College Promotion Due (5 points)

Week 14 (Apr 10-14)
Chapter 9—Writing for Public Relations (continued)

Wed, Apr 12: Quiz #2 on Chapters 6-8 (5 points)

Fri, Apr 14: HOLIDAY—Good Friday

Week 15 (Apr 17-21)
Chapter 10—The Writer and the Law

Group Discussion





Fri, Apr 21: News Release Due (5 points)

Week 16 (April 24-28)
Organization Web Site  (10 points) 
Final Examination Review

FINAL EXAMINATION: Monday, May 1, 2006, 12:45 - 2:45 p.m. Final Examination on Chapters 1-10 (20 points)

