FORENSIC SCIENCE

FS-330
Fall, 2005
Wilson T. Sullivan

This course, Forensic Science, is intended as an introduction to scientific methods of gathering and preserving forensic evidence.  The student will learn the basic elements of the various forensic sciences and the duties of specific practitioners of those sciences.  This will not be a “hands on” course, which will be addressed in the more advanced courses.  This then will be a lecture and discussion overview that should prepare the student to understand the basics sufficiently to proceed to more advanced, participatory courses.  A unique part of this course is that we will have the time to address some of the more obscure specialties, some of which are unrecognized by the general public.
The objectives of this course will enable the student to:

· Have an overview of forensic science.

· Understand the basic tasks or duties involved in specific areas.

· Recognize the interaction of the specialties and the necessity for team work.

· Be aware of safety considerations.

· Possess a reasonable understanding of what can and cannot be accomplished.

TEXT:
Techniques of Crime Scene Investigation, by Barry A.J. Fisher, Seventh Edition, CRC Press, 2004  
GRADES:

There will be three examinations, each worth 100 points, or a total of 300 points.  Material for these exams will come from both the text book and lecture material. 
ATTENDANCE
 It is imperative that students attend class for two reasons.  First, I take attendance and this can add to your score if you are border line between two grades and attendance is required by the school.  Second, attendance is the way you will get information for your exams that you would not get in the book.  An attendance sheet will be passed around during the class session and it is your responsibility to sign the sheet.  If your signature is not on the sheet, you will not be credited with attendance.  Also each student must sign in for themselves only.  
GRADING SCALE:
90-100 A

80-89 B

70-79 C

60-69 D

59 and below
F

CONSULTATION:

I will be in my office Monday to Friday between classes, and students are welcome to stop by when they feel the need.  I am also available at mutually arranged times if needed.

CLASSES

Classes will be held in Henry Hall, Room H-202 on Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 0900 to 0950 hours.
Date

Topic







Instructor
Aug.
22
Distribute Notes

Pre-test

24
Introduction-Chapter 1

26
First officer at scene-Chapter 2



Sullivan
29
Crime scene investigator-Chapter 3

31
Specialized personnel at scene-Chapter 4


Sullivan
Sept.
02
Processing the crime scene-Chapter 5


Sullivan
05
Labor Day – No Class

07
Chapter 5, continued





Sullivan

09
Reviews for First Examination



Sullivan


12
Examination






Sullivan


14
Identity-Chapter 6





Sullivan

16
Chapter 6, Continued





Sullivan

19
Trace Evidence-Chapter 7




Sullivan

21
Trace Evidence, Chapter 7




Sullivan

23
Blood and Biological-Chapter 8



Dr. Goff

26
Blood and Biological Evidence Fingerprints-Chapter 8
Sullivan

28
Impression Evidence-Chapter 9



Sullivan

30
Toolmarks






Sullivan

Oct.
03
Firearms Evidence, Chapter 10



Sullivan

05
Firearms Evidence, Chapter 10



Sullivan

07
Firearms Evidence, Chapter 10



Sullivan

10
Discoverer’s Day – No Class
12
Reviews for Second Examination



Sullivan


14
Second Examination





Sullivan

17
Fire/Arson, Chapter 11




Sullivan

19
Explosives






Sullivan

21
Drugs-Chapter 12





Dr. Goff

24
Clandestine Drug Labs-Chapter 12



Sullivan
.
26
Sexual Assault-Chapter 13




Sullivan

28
Entomology






Dr. Goff

31
Burglary-Chapter 14





Sullivan
Nov.
02
Vehicular Homicide-Chapter 15



Sullivan

04
Homicide-Chapter 16





Sullivan

07
Chapter 16, Continued




Sullivan

09
Suicide

         





Sullivan
11
Veteran’s Day – No Class

14 
Medical Examiner





Sullivan 

16
Forensic Psychologist





Sullivan

18
Profiling

21
Crime Scene Analysis/Reconstruction


Sullivan

23
Demonstrative Evidence




Sullivan

25
Thanksgiving Holiday – No Class

28
Computers for Investigation




Sullivan

30
Computers as Evidence




Sullivan
Dec.
02
Review for final examination




Sullivan
Final examination will be in H-202 on Monday, December 05, 2005 from 1030 to 1230 hours.
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