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COURSE SYLLABUS

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course offers an introductory examination of philosophical problems that face three topics, namely, religious thought, self-identity, and the Buddhist philosophical tradition. Exploration of these class themes are intended to promote critical reflection via readings and in-class lecture and discussion. I strongly encourage students to reflect on the issues raised and to articulate and develop their own views. Various strategies for thinking in deep, critical, and responsible ways about philosophical topics will be taught throughout the course.

CLASS FORMAT:

The lecture/discussion format will prevail throughout supplemented by media sources and small group projects and discussions.  Material is to be read before each class and you will be responsible for attaining a level of mastery of the material sufficient to generate in-class dialogue. Plan on scheduling at least one hour (and at most two hours) of study time outside of class for every hour in class. It is my hope that you reflect on the issues raised in this class and that or time together might help you to better articulate your views. I encourage you to consult with me immediately for additional clarification of course material whenever the necessity arises, because if something is unclear to you, it is probably also unclear to other students.

GRADING PROCEDURE:

Your course grade will be computed on the criteria of three examinations, participation, attendance, and homework.

1 Three exams: each 26% of total grade.

2 Participation: 12% of total grade.

3 Attendance: 10% of total grade with possible demerits and failing grade for course.

4 Homework: Possible demerits.

78%
Exams
There will be three exams, one exam for each of the three sections that we will be covering in this class. The instructor will provide further information for each of these sections and what to expect during the review sessions that precede each test.

12%
Participation
Your participation grade will be determined primarily via a blog and respond method online at the course website. Instructions for accessing the course discussion board will be given by the instructor. Each student will be required to post one original bulletin board posting per week as well as one response to another students’ posting for that week.

Deadlines

The deadline for both of these postings is 23:55 on the Friday evening following each class.

You may miss one post without it effecting your grade (this includes posting an inadequate posting). Every posting that does not meet the minimum requirements of a valid post or is posted past the deadline will result in a reduction of your final grade thereafter. The second missed post will reduce your final grade by 1% (i.e., your participation grade would then only contribute a maximum of 11 percentage points to your final grade rather than the possible 12). For three missed postings -3%, four -6%, five -9%, six missed -12%, for seven or eight missed or inadequate postings points will begin to be deducted from additional aspects of your final grade at -4% and -10% respectively. STUDENTS IN EXCESS OF EIGHT MISSED POSTINGS WILL RECEIVE A FAILING GRADE FOR THE ENTIRE COURSE.
The basic requirement for postings is (1) that they offer thoughtful and reflective responses to the readings and/or class discussion for that week, and (2) that the original post be at least 250 words in length and that responses be at least 100 words in length. While additional online dialogue is encouraged, it is not required. So long as you meet the minimum requirement for two posts, you will receive full credit for the required postings.

Save your posts!!

Each student will be responsible for keeping a record of their individual posts. If for any reason your posts do not show up on the discussion board by the time that they are due, they will be counted as late and this may deduct points from your overall participation score. It is strongly recommended that you save your work to a Word file so that you can quickly print, email, or repost them if the instructor requires you to do so.

Type your posts out even if you cannot access the internet or webpage!!
Each student will be required to complete the posts by the due dates specified in this syllabus (or as may be modified by the instructor in class). Being unable to access the web page or even to get onto the internet due to technical difficulties WILL NOT CONSTITUTE A VALID EXCUSE for failing to complete the required posts by the required time. Furthermore, the inability to access working computer or word-processing technology will also not count as a valid excuse for not completing and turning in your posts by the class period following the due date. Should you find yourself in a situation where you are completely isolated from technology that enables you to type, log on to the internet, or access the required web page, you will then be required to write out two original posts (instead of one original and one response) to turn in to the instructor at the beginning of the following class so that your assignment can be counted as being completed. There will be no exceptions.

In-class Participation: Participation not only includes coming to class, but participation in class discussions as well. Come to class on time, do the readings and assignments, add to class discussions and you will enjoy yourself and get a lot out of the class.

Effect of in-class participation and absences on your participation grade:

Please be aware that your participation grade will suffer from in-class absences or lack of participation in assigned group work, or take-home and assignments and in-class discussions. A student’s participation grade will be reduced by one percentage point for every class that is counted as an unexcused absence as outlined below and by one for every two excused absences. Please also keep in mind that participation does not merely count as you participating in class discussions and asking questions, but also listening and paying attention in class so if you are noticeably distracted from class or by the newspaper that you may be reading during class, this will also negatively effect your grade and you may even be marked absent for that day since you are not really “be there” anyway.

10%
Attendance

Your success in this course greatly depends on your attendance and participation. Students are responsible for material covered in class on days that they miss. Students are welcome to contact the instructor with questions they have regarding material covered in class on these days, however, it is expected that you will have already acquired the notes from another student and have gone over the material on your own first.
*Although this is only worth 10% of your final grade, it is a necessary aspect of the class and you cannot pass the class without meeting the minimum requirements for this criterea. One unexcused absence on its own will not count against your final grade, two will result in a -3% off of your final grade, three will result in a -8% on your final grade. Indeed, should you miss more than three classes (without an excusable cause) you will fail the entire course.

An acceptable cause for missing class is constituted by either a bed-ridden sickness or a documented family emergency. Heavy traffic, conflicting schedules with work, etc. do not constitute excusable absences. (If you are military personal and this is an military campus class, then military duty is, of course, an excuse – I will still, however require a letter from your supervisor regarding the specifics of your conflicting schedule.) Even though these types of events count as excusable absences, should you miss two classes due to such instances, your grade will be reduced by 4%, by 7% points for the third such absence, and 10% for the forth. If you miss five classes with excusable reasons, then you must meet with the instructor to discuss whether or not you should withdraw from the class.

Arriving to class more than 30 minutes late constitutes an unexcused absence. Habitual tardiness (i.e., within thirty minutes of the beginning of class) will not, however, be tolerated as it is disruptive to the class and may count as an unexcused absence. If in doubt see the instructor immediately after class for further clarification.

A Final Note on Attendance and Participation Although the satisfaction of these two portions of the course (as outlined above) are not sufficient in-themselves to generate a passing grade in the class, adherence to their minimum requirements of both is necessary for a passing grade (i.e., a D- or higher). Though together they only constitute 20% of your final grade you can and will fail the class – regardless of how well you are doing in other aspects of the course – if you do not satisfy the simple, minimum, but strict aspects of either one (or both) of these course requirements.
Homework

Homework will usually be assigned as preparation for class discussions and are to be turned in at the beginning of class to count. Each assignment that is missed will reduce your participation and may also effect your attendance grade. Even if you miss class you must email the instructor the assigned work.
MIDTERM GRADES, SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES, & the painfully obvious:

Should the instructor issue grades or quote a grade to a student at anytime prior to the final day that grades are turned in to the University, these quotes should always be taken as, and are never intended to be anything but approximations of what your final grade may be. These grade quotes are never meant to be understood by the student to be in anyway concrete, unchanging, or already and irrevocably earned, or guaranteed. Rather, they are at best hypothetical estimations of what your final grade might turn out to be given past and assumed future performance on quizzes, attendance, participation, etc.

Any such approximated grades quoted by the instructor are always subject to change and/or error do to an oversight of some aspect of the course that has not been fully factored in. The only grades that are to be taken as final and accurate reflections of the student’s work in all aspects of the course is the final grade issued by the instructor to the university.

Any offerings of extensions on deadlines, retakes of tests, or any other special accommodations for students will still be subject to the highest academic standards. At no time shall these special circumstances that may allow for a student to do extra-work, extra-credit, or re-do assignments a guarantee that this will somehow automatically result in a passing or even a higher grade. The student must still fully complete his/her work and have it subjected to similar standards used to evaluate his/her classmates and there is always the possibility that the student will not meet these standards. This holds regardless of any hypothetical statements or statements of encouragement that may be offered by the instructor.
The implication of these ostensibly obvious statements mentioned in this section is simple: the student should strive to do the best possible work at all times and never “count on” having a particular grade issued to him or her. Furthermore, the mistake should never be made in thinking that grades are simply given to a student; rather a student earns the grade that is issued to him/her.

.

FINAL GRADES:

This class will be graded on a straight letter grade basis. That is to say, a + or – will not accompany your final letter grade for this course. Grade percentages and letter grades are as follows:

100 – 90%
=
A
=
4 grade points per credit

  89 – 80
=
B
=
3

  79 – 70
=
C
=
2

  69 – 60
=
D
=
1

  < 60
=
F
=
0

OTHER RELEVANT POLICES:
“Office Hours”:  The instructor will always be available for “office hours” for up to fifteen minutes at the end of every class.

Due dates: All assignments, exams, and postings are to be turned in and completed on the date given with the assignment, unless a student is ill or it is stated otherwise. Failure to meet these obligations will at least result in a reduction of the assignment by one letter grade per class day and will also count against your participation grade by one point.

Failure to attend a class is NOT a valid excuse for turning an assignment in late. Should you be unable to make it to a class when an assignment is due, you are still required to turn in the assignment by emailing it to the instructor via the Web CT course site by 11:55 pm on the day that it is due.
Academic Dishonesty/Plagiarism:

Academic dishonesty and plagiarism are serious offenses. Clear cases will result in appropriate academic discipline and an unforgivable “F” may result for the entire course. Please consult the student handbook for further clarification of this universities policies.

Questions or Concerns: Any questions or concerns that you might have concerning any aspect of this course, its subject matter, or grading procedures and rubrics should be discussed with the instructor immediately.

Constructive suggestions for course improvement are always welcome outside of class.

TEXTS

1. Handouts




Available from the instructor as needed

2. Walpola Rahula, What the Buddha Taught

ISBN#: 1-57322-656-4

COURSE OUTLINE

The readings and assignments listed are to be completed before the class with which they appear. Material may be added or subtracted as the course progresses and the schedule of assignments may change as the situation demands.

	PRIVATE
WEEK
	ASSIGNMENT
	TESTS & PROJECTS

	Week 1


January 11

	Introduction
What is Philosophy?

Thinking critically and responsibly: learning to use WRAITEC.

WRAITEC discussion. (plain vanilla – brief reading)

Breakout session (Jigsaw on Egoism reading) and discussion.


	Check out the Web CT course site. Log on to make sure you can post on the Bulletin Boards (BB) in the ‘Introduce yourself to the class’ folder.

	Week 2


Jan 18

	Ethics
Ethical Relativism

John Stuart Mill, Utilitariansim

Immanuel Kant, Fundamental Principles of the Metaphysics of Morals


	Begin required weekly posts on the BB due Fridays by 11:55 pm.

	Week 3


Jan 25

	Ethics (continued)
Animal Rights

Peter Singer, All Animals are Equal

Bonnie Steinbock, Speciesism and the Idea of Equality

	Discussion and Homework: Write a 1 ½ page essay (using WRAITEC) critiquing one of the two readings for today.

	Week 4


February 1
	Ethics (final day)
Environmental Ethics

Aldo Leopold, The Land Ethic (Ch. 2 handout)

Warwick Fox, Deep Ecology (Ch. 19 handout)

	Exam #1 on Ethics

	Week 5


Feb 8
	Self-Identity
Rene Descartes, Meditation VI
John Locke, On Personal Identity
David Hume, “there is no self”

Immanuel Kant, Against the Soul
Meridith Michaels, “personal identity” (all from Solomon, p.357-376).

	

	Week 6


Feb 15
	Self-Identity (continued)
Jean-Paul Sartre, “Existentialism and Self-identity” (Solomon, p. 376-383)
Martin Buber, “the search for relation”
Simone de Beauvoir, “the women as Other” (Raymond, p. 368-389).


	Discussion and Homework: Write a 1 ½ page essay (using WRAITEC) on any one of the readings from Individuality and the Community (Solomon, p. 385-411).

	Week 7


Feb 22
	Self-Identity (final day)
Susan Bordo, Feminism, Western Culture, and the Body (Bordo, p. 1-23 and continued to p. 42?).
Lewis Gordon, Black Existential Philosophy
G. M. James Gonzalez, Of Property.
Lewis Gordon, Existential Dynamics of Theorizing Black Invisibility
Robert Birt, Existence, Identity, and Liberation.


	Discussion and Homework: Write a 1 ½ page essay (using WRAITEC) on any one of the day’s readings.
Exam #2 on Self-Identity

	Week 8


March 1
	The Problem of Suffering and Impermanence: Buddhism
The hagiography of the Buddha and the Brahmanical context of early Buddhist thought.

Video on Buddhism
1st Noble Truth, Dukkha. Rahula Ch. 2.

2nd Noble Truth, Karma and Rebirth. Ch. 3.


	Discussion and Homework: Write a 1 ½ page essay (using WRAITEC) on the three types of dukkha.

	Week 9

March 8

	Buddhism (continued)

3rd Noble Truth, Nirodha and Nirvana. Ch. 4. Transcendent or immanent reality?
4th Noble Truth, Compassion and Wisdom. Ch. 5.

The doctrine of No-Self: Anatta. Ch. 6 and the doctrine of the emptiness of Emptiness.


	Discussion and Homework: Write a 1 ½ page essay (using WRAITEC) on the importance of whether nirvana is a transcendent or immanent reality.

	Week 10


March 15

	Buddhism (final day)
Buddhist Praxis: Bhavana. Ch. 7.
Humankind and Nature in Buddhism, by Knut A. Jacobsen (handout).
The Heart Sutra: Thich Nhat Hanh, The Heart of Understanding (handout).

	Discussion and Homework: Write a 1 ½ page essay (using WRAITEC) on the doctrine that  “Form is none other than emptiness and emptiness is none other than form.”

	Week 11

March 22
	Final Day


	Exam #3 on Buddhism


Instructor’s Bio

My name is Matthew S. Lopresti and I will be your instructor for this course. Currently, I am working towards the completion of my doctoral degree in philosophy at the University of Hawai‘i at Manoa. My education includes a Master of Arts in Philosophy (1999) and two Bachelor of Arts degrees, one in History (1997) and the other in Philosophy (1996), from the University of Toledo in Toledo, Ohio. I have had extensive teaching experience at both universities and have also served as a faculty member for the Antioch Buddhist Studies Program in Bodh Gaya, India where I served as a Lecturer of Buddhist Philosophy and Field Research Advisor for American university students studying abroad. In the spring of 2004, I began teaching courses for Hawaii Pacific University. I have also taught Logic and Philosophy at Kapi ‘olani Community College and Chaminade University. In 2004-2005 I was awarded a Pre-Doctoral Fellowship for the purposes of working on my dissertation as a Research Associate at West Virginia University where I also taught undergraduate philosophy courses. Since that time, I have been back at HPU teaching Humanities for both the Downtown and Military Campus Programs. This is my first course through Chaminade University of Honolulu. I truly enjoy teaching and I will do what I can to facilitate a greater reflective awareness and appreciation of the examined life for my students.
