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Course Information:


ED 675
Learning Theories and Learning Styles
Course Description:
This course provides an in-depth exploration of the historical, theoretical and practical applications of behavioral, learning, and cognitive theories.  Emphasis will be given to the understanding of the theories as applied in learning and educational environments.  Other topics covered in the course will include diversity in educational approaches, differences in learning styles, recent findings in brain research, and multiple intelligences.  Students will be required to explore their own and others’ learning styles, to develop their own theories about learning, and to apply their theoretical knowledge in learning environments.
Catalogue Description:  ED 675 Learning Theories and Learning Styles (3):  Examines key learning theorists and styles for application to teaching and learning.
Location:  http://webct.chaminade.edu
Meeting days:  Flexible (on-line) Weeks begin on Tuesday and end on Monday evenings 
Texts:  Gurian, Michael.  The Boys and Girls Learn Differently:  Action Guide for Teachers,  San Francisco, CA:   Jossey Bass, copyright 2003.
Lefrancois, Guy.  Theories of Human Learning, What the Old Woman Said,  5th Ed. Wadsworth/Thomson Learning, 2000.
             Guild, Pat Burke and Garger, Stephen. Marching to Different Drummer, 2nd Ed. 

             Alexandria, VA: Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development (ASCD), 1998.

Instructor Information:
   Mrs. Sally Gereau
   sallyg4664@comcast.net
  Office Location:         Snail-mail:  492 Newcastle Lane




                       Romeo, MI  48065
IF YOU NEED TO CONTACT ME, SEND AN E-MAIL AND I WILL BE AVAILABLE TO CONTACT YOU BY PHONE OR E-MAIL.
REMEMBER:  The syllabus is subject to change at the instructor’s discretion and for the student’s benefit.

Course Goals: 

By the completion of the course, students will be able to achieve and demonstrate the following goals and objectives:

GOAL #1:  Understand the etiology, epistemology, and current applications of several behavioral, learning, and cognitive theories—Hawaii Teacher Standards Board (HTSB) standards I, V, VI, VII, IX; Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) standards 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 8.
Objectives:

1. Students will demonstrate a thorough knowledge in and understanding of learning theories developed by Skinner, Vygotsky, Bruner, Bandura, Gardner, and others.

2. Students will be able to compare, contrast, and implement various learning theories, learning strategies, and applications across a variety of educational environments.

3. Students will develop their own learning theory based on the theories presented in class, current research, and acceptable and ethical current practices.

GOAL #2:  Demonstrate an understanding of different learning styles—HTSB standards: I, II, III, IV, V, VI, VII, and IX; CEC standards:  1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10.
Objectives:

1. Students will demonstrate a thorough knowledge in and understanding of learning style theories developed by Jung, Witkin, and others.

2. Students will demonstrate an understanding of how brain functioning affects learning style, and will be familiar with supporting research.

3. Students will be familiar with several modalities for assessing different learning styles.

GOAL #3:  Understand learning theory and learning styles and demonstrate application of this knowledge in learning environments—HTSB standards:  I, II, III, IV, V, VI, VII, VIII, and IX; CEC standards: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10.
Objectives:

1. Students will be able to identify several learning and cognitive theories, and be able to apply the principles of each in educational settings.

2. Students will vary learning theories and approaches in teaching to meet the individual needs of diverse learners.

3. Students will incorporate the findings of recent brain research and multiple intelligences into teaching practices. 
How This Course Works

Your course is located at http://webct.chaminade.edu.  Choose “Login to My WebCT.” Enter your login (e.g. jdoe)   and enter your password (chaminade).  Please change your login as soon as possible after you log in.  The course will be listed on the left side of the screen.  If you have technical questions, contact jnakason@chaminade.edu 

In graduate education, students need to assume an increasing amount of responsibility for learning by taking an active role in becoming self-directed learners.  It is always important to manage your time to be successful, but this becomes crucial for an online course.  Read ahead; think ahead; answer discussion questions each week with informed responses.  Set high goals for yourself; aim to develop skills and knowledge you can use.  Remember, grades will drop 20% each day for unexcused late work.
This course is organized into 10 sessions.  Participants should plan to spend approximately 4.5 hours per week online (or more, as skills, internet and time permit) exploring and examining Internet sites and related materials, responding to weekly discussion questions, and completing online assignments.  In addition, participants should plan to spend additional time offline, reading the course text, researching the final project, and reflecting about the course concepts. 

Each week is organized around four components on the course’s WebCT site:

· Introduction to the topic (instructor creates a framework for reading and discussion)

· Readings in the texts

· Links that supplement the readings (articles or summaries with important information that is helpful in understanding concepts)

· Discussion Question: a question posed to help you to reflect on your readings.  You are expected not only to answer the question posted by the instructor, but also to respond to the posts of your fellow classmates, actively engaging in discussion and debate about the topics that we will be covering.

· Assignments: Participation in weekly discussion questions as well as two case studies will provide an opportunity to reflect on theoretical applications in learning situations. Electronic portfolio will include a self-evaluation or observation/evaluation of learning theory/styles, using current instruments.  Analytic paper and presentations will demonstrate knowledge, application, and analysis of content.  You will also be creating a lesson plan using the multiple intelligences and submitting your learning style inventory.
Graduate work involves more than regurgitation of facts; learning requires thoughtful analysis and synthesis of ideas.  Your ability to effectively communicate your critical analysis of concepts is the major criteria for grading.

Course Requirements:  Assignments have more meaning for an online course since they are assessment tools as well as a means of communication. University policy requires students to attend all classes.  In the instance of online classes, students are required to go online for class at least twice a week and turn in assignments.  You must contact the professor prior to the class if an emergency occurs, and arrange with the professor to make up all missed work.  Graduate course terms and course content are accelerated, and attendance online is mandatory.
Academic Conduct:  Please refer to the Student Handbook, which is available in hard copy and online, and carefully read all areas.  Please pay attention to the sections that discuss plagiarism, classroom respect, student conduct, freedom of speech, and all academic policies regarding grading. 
Staying Connected:  The quality of your learning in this course depends on the number and quality of instructor-student and student-student interactions that happen in the course.  To be successful in the course, you will need to commit time and energy to sustain this level of commitment throughout the course.
Participation in class discussions.  (15 points) Respond to the question posted each week for reflection as well as to responses by your fellow learners in the course. Keep the dialogue active. I expect you to respond to at least three (3) of your classmates per week. {Make your responses meaningful—not “good job”}   I will respond to each of you on occasion.  Your responses and mine will be posted out to the whole class. You are expected to read the assigned textbook chapters and/or online references before posting comments.

If you need to talk with me privately, please write to me directly at my email address: sallyg4664@comcast.net
Case Study:  (20 points)
· You will do one case study (one due during week 3).
· This case study will be based on your observations and analysis of a learning situation.
· The observation should be made in an educational setting, preferably a classroom.
· You will devise an observation instrument to use that includes a description of the setting, demographics of the observed group, the diverse learning styles observed, the application of learning theories and teaching approaches used, and any other significant information.
· You will include your analysis of the observation, and attach the observation instrument you used and any learning styles inventories employed.

· You will use at least two other references to readings and/or Internet research sources other than the textbooks used for this course.

· The case study should be 3-5 pages in length.  {Points will be deducted if the paper goes extremely longer than 5 pages or is drastically less than 3 pages—pages that do not count in length are title pages and reference pages}
· Graded for content, spelling, punctuation, grammar usage, and APA formatting.
Lesson Plan:  (20 points)

· You will create a lesson plan about a concept that you would like to teach to a group of learners.
· You will identify your age group.
· You will follow a model given in a link during week 7 or use a model that you are familiar with and that is used by the district in which you teach
· Be sure to use strategies from the other links
· Apply all of the multiple intelligences to the lesson plan
· Make it relevant to today’s learners
· Graded for content, spelling, punctuation, grammar usage, and formatting
Analytic Paper:  (25 points)
· This paper is a demonstration of your knowledge, critical thinking skills, and applications of the concepts from learning theories and learning styles.

· You will compare and contrast the etiology, epistemology, and applications in the field of several learning theories and learning styles research.

OR

· Choose a controversial issue of a particular learning theory or learning style, and give an in-depth discussion of all sides of the issue.

OR

· Use several learning theories and discuss how the use of each one would differently affect the same learning environment and the learning outcomes of the students.

· This paper gives you the opportunity to demonstrate your knowledge of the course content areas, critical thinking skills, and ability to apply theoretical knowledge into learning environments.
· Be sure to identify which option you chose for this paper.

· Include at least four other references from readings and/or Internet research sources outside of the texts used for this course.

· The analytic paper should be 6-8 pages in length.  {Points will be deducted if the paper goes extremely longer than 8 pages or is drastically less than 6 pages—pages that do not count in figuring are title pages and reference pages}

· Graded for content, spelling, punctuation, grammar usage, and formatting

Final Presentation:  (20 points)
· This is your opportunity to use creativity while demonstrating your extensive knowledge of learning theories and learning styles.

· Choose one or more learning theories, outline the basic tenets, and explain why you chose the theory or theories.

· Make an application of the theory or theories to an educational setting.

· Use your creativity in making a Powerpoint presentation.  

· Describe how each teaching modality illustrates the application of the theory or theories.

· Describe how the application approaches used meet the needs of diverse learners.

· Include at least three other references to readings and/or Internet research sources other than the texts used for the course.

· The final presentation should be 15-20 slides.  Be sure to include a title slide and a reference slide although these DO NOT count in the number of slides in your presentation.
· Graded for content, spelling, punctuation, grammar usage, graphics, and formatting.
All assignments will be graded based on spelling, punctuation, grammar usage, and formatting.  The APA Guidelines should be followed.  Assignments need to be typed using Times New Roman, 12-pt.   Any other font or font size will result in points being deducted.  Assignments that do not have names on them will have points deducted from them.  Just as you would expect your students to place names on papers, I expect you to do the same.  Just putting your name in WebCT or in the e-mail is not the same as putting your name on your assignment.  I will be printing each of the case studies, lesson plans, analytic papers, and final papers.  These assignments should be attached to your WebCT posting—using MS Word or MS Works for the attachment.
All assignments are due based on Eastern Time—adjust your schedule to meet that timeline.  When sending e-mail to me please be sure to include {ED675 – Assignment Title – Date} in the Subject Line.  This will allow your e-mail to be placed in the appropriate folder on my computer and prevent the loss of any of your work or questions.
Grading:

· Discussion Questions/weekly participation (attendance): 
15 points 

· Case Study






20 points

· Lesson Plan






20 points

· Analytic Paper






25 points

(    Paper & Presentation





20 points

Grading Scale for the course:  A = 90 or above; B = 80-89; C = 70-79 (grade of C or below are not credited toward the graduate degree).

Reminders of Important University-Wide Policies

The following policies are summarized from the Student Handbook.  Please review these and other policies in the Handbook.

1. Attendance: For online courses, attendance is measured by your participation in weekly online discussions and your attention to completing assignments on time.  Just as you are required to attend classes that are offered in person, you must participate regularly in an online course.  Notify me immediately BEFORE THE DUE DATE if illness or other circumstances prevent you from participating or completing assignments on time.  Otherwise, your grade will begin dropping—20% each day it is late.  Please do not get behind.  Anyone who stops participating in a course without officially withdrawing may receive a failing grade. 

2. Academic Honesty: Students are responsible for promoting academic honesty at Chaminade by not participating in or facilitating others’ participation in any act of dishonesty, and by reporting incidences of academic dishonesty.

Course Schedule
Week One:

Topic:     
Early Behaviorism        

Readings:       Lefrancois, Ch. 1, 2, 3 (pp. 1-89)
Assignment:   Post your Vita 
Respond to Discussion Questions
Week Two:


Topic:             Radical Behaviorism and Evolutionary Psychology

Readings:       Lefrancois, Ch. 4, and 5 (pp. 90-154)
Assignment:   Respond to Discussion Questions
 Week Three:


Topic:             Modern Cognitivism

Readings:       Lefrancois, Ch. 6 and 7 (pp. 155-233)
Assignment:
Case Study Due


Respond to Discussion Questions
 Week Four:


Topic:              Neural Networks and Memory

Readings:        Lefrancois, Ch. 8 and 9 (pp. 234-284)
Assignment: 
 Respond to Discussion Questions
Week Five:


Topic:              Affective Learning:  Theories of Arousal and Motivation

Readings:        Lefrancois, Ch. 10 and 11 (pp. 285-338)

Assignment:    Analytic Papers Due



 Respond to Discussion Questions 
Week Six:


Topic:               Implications for Learning Styles:  Assessment and Application

Readings:         Guild & Garger, Ch. 1-11 (pp. 13-104)
Assignment:
  Respond to Discussion Questions 
Week Seven:


Topic:              Multiple Intelligences and Instructional Methods

Readings:        Guild & Garger, Ch. 12-18 (pp. 105-168)
Assignment:    Lesson Plan Due
 Respond to Discussion Questions 
Week Eight:


Topic:               How the Brain Learns; Bonding & Attachment

Readings:         Gurian, Introduction, Part One & Ch. 1-2 (pp. 1-54)

Assignments:   Respond to Discussion Questions
Week Nine:


Topic:              Discipline & Related Issues; Core Curriculum; 

 Physical/Nutritional Learning

Readings:        Gurian, Ch. 3-6 (pp. 55-132)

Assignments: 
 Final Presentations Due
 Respond to the Discussion Question
Week Ten:


Topic:              Special Education; Experiential Activities; Structural Innovations

Readings:
 Gurian, Ch. 7-9 (pp.133-190) 
Assignment:    Course Evaluations Due
 Respond to the Discussion Question
A great source for APA format can be located at the following website:

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/research/r_apa.html
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