ED 413 Children’s Literature
Spring 2006, Chaminade University of Honolulu

Dr. Margaret Mize

mmize@chaminade.edu; 739-4613

Office hours: Mon. & Wed., 1-4pm, Tues. 9-12
Goal:  The goal of this course is to develop an enthusiastic appreciation of children’s literature and competence in evaluating and using literature written for children.  In order to meet this goal the following objectives have been established:

Objectives:
1. Students will read and respond to a wide variety of books from different genres written for children from birth through eighth grade. Hawaii Teacher Standards Board (HTSB) Standard I, IV 
2. Students will apply appropriate criteria for evaluating quality children’s books. HTSB Standard V 
3. Students will develop skills in guiding children’s experience with literature through an understanding of developmental needs, reading interests and abilities of children at different ages. HTSB Standard VI, VIII 
4. Students will develop an appreciation of the value of children’s literature and its importance in the elementary school curriculum. HTSB Standard V 
5. Students will develop critical awareness of issues and trends in children’s literature, with a focus on multicultural literature in each genre studied. HTSB Standard III, 
6. Students will become acquainted with web-based, print and other professional resources and professional organizations which help a teacher keep informed of new trade books, new approaches to the teaching of literature and current research. HTSB Standard IX 
7. Students will use appropriate technology to learn about the field of children’s literature, and to create and support class presentations. HTSB Standard VII 

Materials:

Text: Children’s Literature: An Invitation to the World, Diana Mitchell. Alllyn & Bacon, 2003.

Your choice of trade books from a variety of genres and for ages 0-14 year
Grading System:
93-100 A


77-84

C
below 68         F

85-92

B


69-76

D

Please note:  Absences, tardiness to class or late assignments may result in a lower grade. Use “buddy system” for unavaoidable absences.  Be sure to contact me ASAP.
Course Requirements
20%
Attendance, participation and book sharing (each class)

5%

Reading autobiography

10%
Library assignment
  

20%
Collection of 50 books              

 10%
Author/illustrator presentation 
 

15%

Individual project

20%
Tests (5% for each test)
Explanation of Requirements
Book sharing: For each class, bring at least one book you like to share with your table group. If possible, connect with textbook chapter for that week.

Reading autobiography: Write your reading autobiography in 2-3 typed pages. Think about your experiences with reading both at home and at school, from your very earliest memories.  This can give you insights into the way you view reading and children’s literature. See textbook, p.7 for more ideas. Due Jan. 13th.
Library assignment: Go to the main branch of the Hawaii State Library at 478 S. King Street. Answer the questions on the attached sheet. Due Feb.3rd.
Book Collection: Find books you really like and want to remember, then create a card or page for each book.  This can also be done electronically.  Ten (10) of the total must be books for more mature readers: chapter books or young adult (YA) novels. Select books from all genres and for age levels, 0 to 14 years.  On Feb.10th, turn in your book collection with at least 16 books, organized by genre (2 each). On April your complete collection is due. This should be organized in a way that will be useful to you, now and in the future. (See the scoring guide below for your book collection, and samples of book documentation to be provided). Consider this a work in progress!

 Scoring Guide for Book Collections
When you turn in your collection of books read at the end of the course, it will be evaluated with the scoring guide below. (2 points each, 20 points total)
___/2  Required information included (author/ illustrator, title, year published, 
           age or grade level most appropriate for)
___/2  Number and quality of curriculum applications

___/2 Overall appearance of your collection (notebook, index cards or disk)

___/2 Organized in a way that will be useful to you.

___ /2 Number of books read (at least 50, with 10 for more mature readers)
___/2 Quality of books selected (most should be listed in the Index of our textbook)
___/2 Books from each  of the 8 genres represented:

· Realistic Fiction 
· Historical Fiction 

· Fantasy and Science Fiction 

· Biography and Autobiography 

· Nonfiction/informational 

· Picture Books and Picture Story Books 

· Poetry 
· Traditional (Folk)
___/2 Books for various ages, 0-14, included

___/2 Quality of your writing  (Note: the consequence of plagiarism is failure.)
___/2 Any “extras” included (for example, book lists, notes on classmates’ 
          presentations, useful brochures, lists of websites)
Author/illustrator Presentation: 

Select an author and/or illustrator you admire and will be able to research.  Share your findings along with book samples with the class. (Many authors have their own websites so consider including this in your 10-minute presentation10.)  Whether you work alone or with a partner, submit your own one-page self-evaluation of your presentation—what you learned, what you think your classmates learned, your presentation style, what you would do differently in the future (see scoring guide below). This paper is due the following class.  On Jan.18th be prepared to sign up for your presentation (have an alternate in case your subject is chosen).
Scoring Guide for Author Presentation  (10 pts. Total)  

___/2
Well-prepared for 10-minute presentation

___/2
Informative, interesting content 

___/2
Both presenter and class learn about the subject’s life and contribution to children’s literature.

___/2
Overall quality of presentation

___/2    Reflection paper turned in at next class 
 Individual Project: Choose a project you want to do. Sign up for the date you will present your project or share your experience with the class. Turn in a brief  (at least one typed page) reflection paper in the following class telling why you chose your project, what new knowledge or understanding you gained, how you think your class presentation went, and what you might do differently in the future (Scoring guide similar to one used for author presentation). Your project grade will be noted on this paper and returned to you.  Select from the following list of possible projects:
1. Service-Learning-Spend 10 or more hours at Palolo Elementary or another after-school program. Help students with homework then read good books together, using ideas gained from this class as much as possible. 

2. RAP, Read Aloud America- See current schedule for this excellent opportunity to participate in an evening read aloud program for entire families at selected schools (www.readaloudamerica.org). 

3. Book Talk- Find a YA novel you really like, plan and present a book talk with extension activities.  In a book talk you tell enough about the book to make the class want to read it (search the internet using “book talks” for many ideas, then create your own).  Include your own creative ideas for classroom use. Remember, sell us the book so we’ll want to read it; don’t tell the whole story! 

4. Storytelling - Learn more about this art as you plan a storytelling experience for the class.
5. Write a book - Create an original book for children, using criteria from our textbook to evaluate its quality. Present the book to the class. Consider using digital photography and other forms of technology in creating and presenting your book. 

6. Annotated bibliography - Select a theme (for example, some aspect of Hawaiian culture; environmental concerns; children with disabilities; coping with a real-life problem such as bullying; or teachers as characters in children’s books). Briefly summarize 10 or more books you would recommend for this theme in a handout you create. Bring books to share with the class. 
7. Book Award Study: Use 3 of the major awards given for children’s books listed in the textbook (plus Nene Award).  Develop a presentation which includes the award’s history, selection criteria, past winners and your own opinions and predictions for the next winner of the selected award.  Bring samples of winners to class.
8. Interviews:   Talk with people of various ages and backgrounds about books they loved as children.  Present your findings in a format you design. If possible, include local authors in your study. 

9. Translation:  Select a book you consider worth translating from or to English.  For example, a Japanese book could be translated to English; a book in English could be translated to Hawaiian or any language of the Pacific Islands. 

10. Project of your choice, with prior approval of instructor. 

NOTE: Your project should be something you are proud of and want to keep for your professional teaching portfolio.  Do your best and enjoy this opportunity to dig deeper into some aspect of children’s literature.
Tests:  There will be 4 tests, each on textbook reading, class presentations and other content to be reviewed on the Monday prior to the Friday test.  The best preparation for each test is to keep up with your textbook reading, take notes on class presentations and complete all assignments as listed in the Course Outline.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Administrative Requirements: University policy requires students to attend all class meetings of courses for which they are registered.  If you are absent, it is your responsibility to contact the instructor as soon as possible. Absences, tardiness to class or late assignments may result in a lowered grade. (IT is your responsibility to contact me ASAP.)
Incompletes may be given if the student is unable to complete a portion of the work due to circumstances beyond his/her control.  The incomplete contract specifying when the work must be completed (usually within 90 days) must be signed by the student and the instructor. (Again, YOU must initiate this and follow through as agreed) 

Plagiarism is a serious offence. Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one’s own and may include but is not limited to the following: Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgment of the source of the text is always mandatory. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper acknowledgment, submitting as one’s own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual is plagiarism.  SPECIAL NOTE FOR THIS CLASS: ALL PARTS OF YOUR BOOK COLLECTION MUST BE YOUR ORIGINAL WORK. That will give the assignment real value to you as a teacher.

