HISTORY 301 01: EARLY AMERICA

CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU

SPRING SEMESTER 2006    ( 3 Credits)

Instructor: James Fujita

Office: To Be Announced

Phone: To be Announced

Pager: 583-3440                    Email: fujitaja@hawaii.edu
Classroom: Henry 203

Class Meetings: Fridays, 2:00-4:50 pm

Office Hours: Friday , 1:00-2:00 pm

Introduction: The goal of History 301 is to introduce students to an in-depth examination of Early American History. Your university catalog defines Early America as 1492 to 1815 A.D.  Our class will actually begin with an examination of the migration of peoples from the Old World to the New World in prehistoric times, the European “discovery” of America, the conquest and colonization of the New World, and finally, the founding of the United States of  America. We will also examine U.S. history to about 1820. It is hoped that students will gain a better appreciation of the early history of the Americas and that of the united States. Studies have shown that most  Americans have little knowledge and appreciation of the earliest decades of United States history and almost no knowledge of the earliest Americans.

Pre-requisites: Any 100 or 200 level course.

Text: Henretta,   EVOLUTION AND REVOLUTION;

                           American Society, 1600-1820

Class Format: A mix of lectures, discussions, examinations, and writing assignments with the aid of visual resources whenever possible. Students are encouraged to  attend classes regularly and read all assigned texts.

Grading; Students will be graded on a point scale. Points will be awarded as follows:

1 Mid-Term Examination            100 Points

1 Final Examination                    100 Points

1 Book Review                            100 Points

1 Project                                         70 Points

Attendance                                     30 Points

A TOTAL OF 400 POINTS ARE POSSIBLE.

Point Scale:   A = 400-360 Points

                      B = 359-320 Points

                      C = 319-280 Points

                      D = 279-240 Points

                      F = 239-000 Points

HISTORY 301 LECTURE SCHEDULE AND READING ASSIGNMENTS

Date                  Lecture Topic                                                      Reading Assignments

Jan. 13            Introduction                                                            Handouts

                       The First Americans: Who Came first?  

Jan. 20            Competition for the New World                             Henretta , pages 1-28

Jan. 27           The English Experience

Feb.  3            Mercantilism, empire-building and                        Pages 29-124

                      The French and Indian Wars

Feb. 10          The American Revolution                                        Pages 125-169

Feb. 17          The Articles of Confederation and

                      The end of the war

Feb. 24           MID-TERM EXAMINATION

Mar.  3           The Constitutional Convention                               Pages 171-196

                       And the Founding fathers

Mar. 10          The Federalist Era: The Washington                       Pages 197-249

                       Administration

Mar. 17          The Federalist Era: The Adams

                       Administration

Mar. 24          SPRING RECESS (NO CLASS)

Mar. 31          The Revolution of 1800:

                       Jefferson and the Democratic-Republicans

Apr.  7           The War of 1812

                       PROJECTS DUE

Apr. 14           HOLIDAY: GOOD FRIDAY

Apr. 21           The  Era of Good Feeling

                       BOOK REVIEWS DUE

APR. 28         FINAL EXAMINATION

DESCRIPTION OF ASSIGNMENTS FOR HISTORY 301

MID-TERM EXAMINATION: The Mid-Term Examination will consist of two parts. PART ONE will be a Short identification section worth 50 points. There will be at least 8 terms (names of people, places, things), in this  section. You will be asked to pick FIVE (5) of these terms and write a detailed identification for each term selected. Include such information as who or what, where, roughly when, historical description, and historical significance for each term. Write your answers in complete sentences and in paragraph form. Each correct identification will be worth 10 points for a total of 50 points.

  PART TWO  will be an essay question worth 50 points. In this section there will be two questions. You are to pick ONE (10 and write a detailed essay. A study guide will be provided prior to the exam. It will provide you with a list of terms you are responsible for and sample essay questions from which the 2 questions on the exam will be randomly chosen by the instructor. The exam will be worth 100 points.

FINAL EXAMINATION: The Final Examination will be the same format as the mid-term examination. It will consist of a short identification section and an essay question and will be worth 100 points. The Final exam will cover the second half of the course and will not be cumulative.

THE BOOK REVIEW: All students will be required to read a book besides the required textbook. You will be asked to pick a non-fiction, history book , college-level of about 200 pages. The book must fall into the timeframe of this class. You get to pick which book you would like to read but the book must be pre-approved by the instructor. It could be a biography, a study of a specific event, cultural, anthropological, or technical in nature but must be real history. No works of literature will be allowed. Having found a book and having it approved by the instructor, you will read the book and write a college level book review of about 4 to 5 pages typed. Further instructions will be provided in class. The book review will be worth 100 points.

THE PROJECT: You will be asked to scan and read newspaper articles, magazine articles, watch television documentaries and find items related to this course, EARLY AMERICA. When you do see an item that relates to this class you are to write a review of the item. Include the following for each review: a complete citation (Title of magazine or Newspaper, Date, Issue number, Title of the Article, Pages article can be found. If it is a TV documentary include, Date of Airing, Channel, Time of Airing, Title of Documentary), a 1 paragraph summary of the article and a 1 paragraph explanation of what you learned by reading the article or watching the documentary. You are required to find 10 such items. All items must be recent (no older than December 2005). That means the date on the paper or magazine is no older than 1 month before the start of the class.

Documentaries on television is the date you saw the show. If you use the internet the items must be from a NEWS-RELATED  site and not encyclopedic sources. 

  All encyclopedic items that just give general information will be rejected and points will be deducted. The Project will be worth 70 points.

Attendance: In order to encourage regular attendance and to reward those who do come to class 30 points have been set aside for attendance. There will be a sign up sheet for every class meeting. Students must sign in to received attendance points. Limited excused absences will be allowed but students must have a note from a doctor or a coach or a faculty advisor for an excused absence.  

