CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU

CJ 291/Juvenile Justice System on-line

January 9, 2006-March 22, 2006

Instructor: Ms. Dawnie Ichimura, Esq.

Contact Info: 551-6565 (cellular) 8:00 am-10:00 pm; dawnie.ichimura@adjunct.chaminade.edu

Course Description:  This course educates the student on the components of the juvenile justice system and the processing of the juvenile through the system, the rights of the juvenile, and the criminological theories relevant to juvenile delinquency and criminal systems.

Course Objectives:  Upon completion of this course, the student should be able to:

· Critically discuss that many diverse views that characterize the study of juvenile delinquency;

· Do critical analysis of the strengths and weaknesses of the system;

· Recognize the correlates of delinquency, race, gender, class social structural theories that influence and control delinquent behavior;

· Be knowledgeable about treatment, including probation and restitution, training and innovative programs;

· Cover the legal issues that affect the rights of juveniles.

Required Text:  Seigel, Larry J. and Brandon C. Welsh, Juvenile Delinquency, The Core, 2nd edition, 2005 Wadsworth Group.

Participation:  Participation is MANDATORY.  You will be graded on the frequency and quality of your discussion comments.  Participation is a substantial portion of your grade (40%).  A few missing discussions can make the difference between receiving an A or B.  Participation includes responding to the Topic of the Week as well as responding to the comments of your peers.  To receive maximum participation points, you must submit a response to the Topic of the Week and respond to at least two (2) of your classmates per week by your group’s deadline.  Insightful discussions are integral to simulating a “classroom environment.”  Please keep in mind that once you send comments, you cannot edit or delete them.  Therefore, it is imperative that you think carefully about what you send.  Also, remember to be respectful of people whose opinions differ from yours. 

Groups:  The class will be divided into two groups--Group A and Group B.  If your last name ends in A-M, you are in Group A; if your last name ends in N-Z, you are in Group B.  Although you are part of a group, you will post your comments individually.  Your comments will be graded individually.  I formed these groups to ensure that at least part of the class contributes to the discussion before Sunday at 11:59 pm.  You may respond before your given deadline and you may respond to anyone in either group.  For example, if you are in Group B during Week 2, you may respond to the topic as soon as it is posted instead of waiting for your Group’s deadline of Sunday.  See “Course Calendar” below for respective group deadlines.  

Assignments:  All assignments are listed on the Course Calendar.  I suggest you read the assigned chapter/s at the beginning of each week or earlier.  All assignments are due by 11:59 p.m. the following Friday and may be submitted earlier.  If you do not receive a grade from me within 72 hours, please contact me. 
All assignments should be 1-2 pages in length.  You will not receive the maximum score of 10 for papers that are only one to two paragraphs in length.  Be sure to clearly state your arguments or opinions and back them up with details and insightful comments.  Grammar and spelling count as well.  Send all assignments to me via the webct email and label them appropriately (“Assignment 1,” “Assignment 2,” etc.).  Unlabeled assignments will not be accepted.
Discussion Topics:  All discussion topics are posted under the Discussion icon.  Your responses to the topics should also be submitted through the Discussion icon.  Do not submit your discussions as attachments because that makes it more difficult for your peers to access and read.  You must participate in the discussion by your given deadline.  I will grade you on the content and insight of your comments.  Discussions include responding to the topic of the week as well as to at least two comments of your peers.  No credit will be given for late responses.  Responses such as “I agree” will not be given full credit.  To receive full credit, your response should clearly state your opinion and the reasons for your opinion.

Final

The final will be closed book/notes and will cover all 14 chapters.  The format of the final consists of short answer, fill in the blank, multiple choice and true/false.  This course covers a lot of material.  In preparation for the final, I strongly suggest that you be familiar with the key terms at the end of each chapter.  Start now because there a lot of key terms.  A list of key terms will be provided with the exam to assist you with the fill-in-the-blank answers.  Use the key terms at the end of each chapter as your study guide.  

More information on the final exam will be provided as I receive it.  The final exam is tentatively scheduled for March 18, 2006, Saturday.  You have the option of taking the exam on the main campus or at selected military bases. 

Grading:  

Participation:
40%

Papers/Assignments: 30%

Final: 30%

Emails:  I will respond to emails within 72 hours.

Late Assignments:  Late assignments/discussions will not be accepted unless you let me know ahead of time that you anticipate missing a deadline.  

Labeling:  All emails, assignments and discussions should be appropriately labeled (Assignment 1, Topic 1).  Documents not appropriately labeled will not be accepted.  Labeled documents make it easier for me to track and organize what each student submitted.

Questions/Comments:  Feel free to email me or call me with any questions or comments you have.  

Course Calendar:

Week 1 (1/9/06)  

Take the Web CT Tutorial if necessary (optional)

Introductions and contact information due by 1/13/06, Friday


Review Syllabus very carefully


Assignment:  None this week.

Week 2 (1/16/06)


Discussion for Topic 1

Group A deadline-Thursday, 1/19/06 by 11:59 pm   

Group B deadline-Sunday 1/22/06 by 11:59 pm

Assignment 1--Read the scenario on p. 2, Ch. 1 and answer the questions posed on the CD after viewing the news clip on the CD. Your paper should be 1-2 pages long. Spelling and grammar count.  Due Friday, 1/20/06 by 11:59 p.m.
Week 3 (1/23/06)


Discussion for Topic 2

Group B deadline-Thursday, 1/26/06 by 11:59 pm

Group A deadline-Sunday, 1/29/06 by 11:59 pm

Assignment 2--Read the scenario on Ch. 3, p. 48, view the CNN video clip, and answer the questions posed on the CD.  Due Friday, 1/27/06 by 11:59 p.m.
Week 4 (1/30/06)


Discussion for Topic 3

Group A deadline-Thursday, 2/2/06 by 11:59 pm

Group B deadline-Sunday, 2/5/06 by 11:59 pm


Assignment 3--Read the scenario on Ch. 4, p. 82, view the CNN video clip, and answer the questions posed on the CD.  Due Friday, 2/3/06 by 11:59 p.m.
Week 5 (2/6/06)


Discussion for Topic 4

Group B deadline-Thursday, 2/9/06 by 11:59 pm

Group A deadline-Sunday, 2/12/06 by 11:59 pm


Assignment 4--Read the scenario on Ch. 7, p. 156, view the CNN video clip, and answer the questions posed on the CD.  Due Friday, 2/10/06 by 11:59 p.m.
Week 6 (2/13/06)


Discussion on Topic 5

Group A deadline-Thursday, 2/16/06 by 11:59 pm

Group B deadline-Sunday, 2/19/06 by 11:59 pm


Assignment 5--Read the scenario on Ch. 9, p. 210, view the CNN video clip, and answer the questions posed on the CD.  Due Friday, 2/17/06 by 11:59 p.m.

Week 7 (2/20/06)


Discussion on Topic 6

Group B deadline-Thursday, 2/23/06 by 11:59 pm

Group A deadline-Sunday, 2/26/06 by 11:59 pm


Assignment 6--Read the scenario on Ch. 11, p. 261, view the CNN video clip, and answer the questions posed on the CD.  Due Friday, 2/24/06 by 11:59 p.m.
Week 8 (2/27/06)


Discussion on Topic 7

Group A deadline-Thursday, 3/2/06 by 11:59 pm

Group B deadline-Sunday, 3/5/06 by 11:59 pm


Assignment 7--Read the scenario on Ch. 13, p. 307, view the CNN video clip, and answer the questions posed on the CD.  Due 3/3/06 by 11:59 p.m.
Week 9 (3/7/06)


Discussion on Topic 8 (last discussion topic)



Group B deadline-Thursday, 3/9/06 by 11:59 pm



Group A deadline-Sunday, 3/12/06 by 11:59 pm


Assignment 8-- What did you learn from this class? How do you plan to use what you learned in your future?   Due Friday, 3/10/06 by 11:59 p.m.

Week 10 (3/13/06)

Review for Final Exam (Ch. 1-14).  The final exam is tentatively scheduled for 3/18/06, Saturday from 1:00 p.m.-3 p.m.  More info will be provided regarding the final exam as I receive it.  If you want to take the final at a military base, you must reserve a seat.  Reserving a seat at the base entails getting a confirmation number.  If you do not get a confirmation number, you must take the exam at the main campus.  Base seats are given on a first come, first served basis, so call early,

I suggest printing the syllabus, reading it very carefully, and keeping it by your computer as a reference for the course instructions and deadlines.

KEY TIP:  The key to success in this class is to read the syllabus very carefully and follow the detailed instructions on the syllabus.  

**I reserve the right to change this syllabus at any time.

