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World Religions

Winter Evening 2006
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INSTRUCTOR:  
Rev. Buddy Summers, Pastor, 



Christ Church Uniting Disciples and 
Presbyterians, Kailua, HI



808-780-1583, budsummers@hawaii.rr.com
TEXTBOOK:


EXPERIENCING THE WORLD’S RELIGIONS:


Tradition, Challenge and Change (Second Edition)

Michael Molloy, 1999, 2002

Mountain View, CA Mayfield Publishing Company

OBJECTIVES:  At the conclusion of this course, students will be able to

· Identify geographic, historical and/or mythological origins; important historical developments, fundamental writings, and key individuals; principal beliefs and practices; present day challenges; and personal take home pieces from the following religions: Hinduism, Buddhism, Taoism, Confucianism, Jainism, Sikhism, Shinto, Judaism, Christian, and Islam.

· Using material from this course, describe in comparative religious terms the religious dimensions and aspects of one’s own life experience and culture.
SCHEDULE:
Class            Theme         
Read Text before class                    .

Jan 9  

Terms and Issues in the Study of Religion

Jan 16

Alternate Paths
pp 1-26, 457-526
Jan 23

Hinduism

pp 59-104
                      

Jan 30

Buddhism

pp 105-166
Feb 6   
Taoism and Confucianism   pp 191-236
Feb 13   
Jainism, Sikhism, Shinto   
pp 167-190, 237-264
 

Feb 27

Mid Term and Judaism 
pp 265-320
Mar 6
 
Christianity              

pp 321-404
Mar 13

Islam



pp 405-456
Mar 20    
Final Exam and Reports
COURSE PROJECT/PAPER
Students will be given an outline and timeline for the project/paper on the subject of one own religion.  The project/paper will be developed and presented in draft sections throughout the course.  An oral summary and paper will be presented in class March 20.
WEEKLY QUIZES, MID-TERM AND FINAL TESTS

Students will take weekly quizzes based upon the assigned reading.  The Mid-Term (Feb 27) will cover reading and discussion since the first class.  The Final (March 20) will cover reading and discussion since the Mid-Term.
GRADING BASIS

Grades will reflect Chaminade standards:  “A” significant scholarship and unusual intellectual initiative, “B” superior work, “C” competent grasp of subject matter, “D” inferior work, “F” failure to grasp the minimum of subject matter.  

Work will count toward the final grade as follows:

WEEKLY TESTS


10%

PROJECT     



20%

MID-TERM



40%

FINAL



30%

Final grades will be earned as follows:

   >  90 
A

 89 – 80  
B

 79 – 70           C

 69 – 60           D

 59  >               F

CLASS ATTENDANCE IS MANDATORY.  NO MAKE UP GIVEN FOR MISSED WEEKLY TEST WITHOUT A WORK CONFLICT NOTE FROM SUPERVISOR OR A DOCTOR’S NOTE IN THE CASE OF ILLNESS.

“Incomplete” will be given only in cases of documented extraordinary circumstances beyond a student’s control and consistent with Chaminade policy.   <End>






