RE21190:  Bible as Controversy 

CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU

SUMMER EVENING SESSION 2003 (INTERNET)
TIME:


Weekly 
INSTRUCTOR:
Dean F. McGinnis
OFFICE PHONE:
808-735-4827 
OFFICE HOURS:     M-F (BY APPOINTMENT ONLY)
HOME OFFICE:       808-732-2190
FAX:


808-732-2325
E-MAIL:

dinom@chaminade.edu
TEXTBOOKS:
Any generally accepted bible i.e. King James, Latin Vulgate, New American, etc. 

Borg, Marcus J., Reading the Bible Again for the First Time, New York, NY, HarperSanFrancisco, 2001.


US News and World Report, Mystery’s of Faith
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
Ancient scriptural documents have erupted into modern controversies, ranging from questions over biblical fundamentalism to the controversial views espoused by the “Jesus Seminar.” This course will examine the notion of controversy both “within” and “about” the bible and its texts. Questions of controversy concerning the creation stories, the monarchy of Israel, the movement of Jesus the Jew, the Gospel of Paul, and the historical and contemporary uses and abuses of the Bible will be examined in detail. 

OBJECTIVES:
· To expose the biblical world in a way that allows the element of controversy to emerge for the sake of appreciating the complex character and nature of the material both as a whole as well as in its component parts. 

· To sift a multitude of controversial texts, events, characters, messages, interpretations of and approaches toward scripture which excite and alarm both believers and non-believers.
· To foster critical use of the biblical material on the basis of contemporary biblical scholarship, utilizing available historical, scientific, linguistic and theological tools which enable examination and consideration of variant points of view with regard to the textual issues.
· To contextualize the controversial character of scripture within the scope of conflict that defines the human condition and which ranges through the bulk of human literature, religious and secular.
· To enhance knowledge of and appreciation for the spiritual value of the biblical content so long in its formulation and preservation, treasured yesterday and today by diverse individuals and religious communities dependent upon these texts for birthing and bearing faith forward..

Organizational Themes/Marianist Educational Philosophy and Diversity:
Organizational themes refer to underlying structural links that contribute to the choice of content, the pedagogy selected for participation of the teacher/learner and student/teacher in bringing the content to life, and fulfillment of the course objectives within a broader frame of education and building community. 

1. The first set of organizational themes around which the course is constructed is drawn from the “Characteristics of Marianist Universities.” 
· Educate for formation in faith;

· Provide an integral quality education;

· Educate for family spirit;

· Educate for service, justice and peace; and

· Educate for adaptation and change.
These characteristics are important in the way we will teach the course, in our expectation of your participation in the realization of the course goals and objectives, and in the selection of materials we will ask you to read. As the semester progresses, the specific character of your education in a Marianist University will impact on your discipline in ways that emphasize the reflective dialogue between faith and reason in the issues and values we study. Marianist education seeks graduates who, having been schooled with a concern for the whole person, approach their professions from this same wholistic perspective as they seek to build communities that serve the needs of justice and peace, while seeking creative ways to adapt to changing environments and needs.

2. The second major organizational theme is diversity and the complex issues that arise when we look at religions as cultural institutions and artifacts. Diversity themes are developed in relation to the content of the course as well as the in relation to the student/learners who are participants in the course.

Course Methodology:
Instruction will consist of readings, group discussions, personal reflections and papers. Students will be expected to participate in the group discussions.
REQUIREMENTS:

Students are to log onto the website weekly, participate in the group discussions having read the assigned readings, and have completed any assigned papers. 

GRADING:

Grading will be based upon regular class participation, reflection papers, final paper and the final exam.  Papers must be typed, double-spaced, 12 point font only with 1-1/2 inch margins.  Style must be consistent with the Scott, Foresman Handbook for Writers.    

Attendance:
More than three unexcused absences (failing to log into the web site and participation in the discussions) may result in one grade reduction.  Excessive absences may result in failure of the course. 

Note:  It is the responsibility of the student to inform the instructor of any specific special needs or difficulties that one may have in order that appropriate strategies for the completion of the work may be mutually developed.
CATEGORIES:

 



WEIGHTING:
Class Participation and attendance



25%

Weekly assignments





25%




Final Paper:






25%

Final Exam






25%

____








100%

A: 90-100%; B: 80-89%; C: 70-79%; D: 60-69%; F: below 60%
Class participation and attendance:
Students are expected to attend all classes. The student is responsible for contacting the instructor regarding the absence. Participation includes preparing readings, group discussions and writing assignments given at the discretion of the instructor.

WEEKLY ASSIGNMENTS:

These will be weekly questions posted to the website each Sunday evening and must be completed before Sunday of the following week midnight. 
FINAL PAPER:
The final paper will be an 8-10 page paper on a selected topic relevant to The Bible as Controversy.
FINAL EXAM: 

This will be an essay style exam administered on campus at a date and time to be determined. Students must bring a valid (current military ID, current Hawaii drivers license) picture ID at the time of the final exam. Any student who arrives for the final exam without a valid picture ID will not be able to take the exam and will receive a grade of “F” for the exam. Those students off island should make arrangements at least one month in advance with the instructor to have the final exam proctored.
LEARNING OUTCOME ASSESSMENT:

Student’s work will be evaluated for:

· knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, discussions, and research;

· ability to apply the knowledge to understand current issues in society;

· understanding of the subject matter from different viewpoints;

COURSE SCHEDULE (subject to revision):
Reading assignments are for the following class(s):

Week One:
INTRODUCTION

Borg Chapter 4

Book of Genesis (Creation Stories)

U.S. News pages 44-49
Week Two:

TEXT CRITICISM

Borg Chapters 1-3, 6,10
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/04497a.htm
http://www.skypoint.com/~waltzmn/intro.html
http://www.earlham.edu/~seidti/iam/interp_mss.html (click on the different pictures at the top to read)
Book of Revelation

Books of Isaiah and Daniel

U.S. news pages 1-9, 50-56, 72-76
Week Three:

TEXT HISTORY

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/15367a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/fathers/3809.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05286a.htm
http://www.bibletexts.com/kjv-tr.htm
http://www.christianstudycenter.com/refs/histkjv.htm
U.S. News pages 11-16
Week Four:

LITERALISTS/FUNDAMENTALISTS

http://www.reformed.org/documents/canons_of_dordt.html
http://www.britannica.com/eb/article?eu=36333
http://www.cofc.edu/~seay/fundamentalism.html
Week Five:

PAUL
Borg Chapter 9

Paul’s Letters 
U.S. News pages 19-42, 59-71

http://clawww.lmu.edu/faculty/fjust/Bible/Deutero-Pauline.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/11567b.htm
http://users.ox.ac.uk/~sben0056/paulineintro/paulineintro.htm
Weeks Six-Seven:

THE GOSPELS

Final Paper Topic

Borg Chapter 8

Matthew/Mark/Luke/John

http://religion.rutgers.edu/nt/primer/
http://www.innvista.com/culture/religion/bible/compare/default.htm
http://www.bartleby.com/65/sy/Synoptic.html
http://www.depts.drew.edu/jhc/schmithals.html
http://www.newadvent.org/fathers/1015.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08438a.htm
Weeks Eight-Nine:

Selected Debate/Topic(s)
Week 10 (work on final paper)
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