CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY

Fall 2005 

DISTANCE LEARNING COURSE

Course Information:
ED 460 Introduction to Special Education

Instructor Information:  

Instructor: Debbie Pollock M.E.



Voice Mail:  781-8860

E-mail:  dpollock@adjunct.chaminade.edu

Site/Hours:  Online

Credit Hours:  3 credits

Prerequisite:  None

Course Description:  This course is designed to assist students in acquiring an understanding of children with special needs who are served jointly by special and general education through mainstreaming or inclusion or by Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 through general education and other programs available at the school.  It will include knowledge of concepts, research, and practical applications of instructional strategies to meet the needs of these children. 

Location:  http://webct.chaminade.edu
Time: Time is flexible since it is held online. The week begins and ends on Mondays. Weekly Discussions are due each Saturday by 12:00 pm. Two responses to your peers are due by Sunday 11:30 pm. Other assignments are due on the Friday of the week designated in the course schedule unless otherwise noted.

Teaching strategies: Class sessions will include a variety of instructional methodologies, including; discussions, individual activities, and multi-media. 

Text:  Smith, Deborah. (2006) Introduction to Special Education: Teaching in an Age of Opportunity.  (5th ed.), Boston, MA: Allyn & Bacon.

Course Goals & Objectives:

1. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the models, theories, philosophies and history that provide the basis for special education practice.  Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) 1.K.1

2. Students will demonstrate an understanding of rights and responsibilities of parents, students, teachers, other professionals and schools as they relate to individuals with disabilities.  CEC 1.K.5, 7.K.4; Hawaii Teachers Standards Board (HTSB) 1A, B, & F.

3. Students will demonstrate an understanding of different areas of exceptionality such as: mental retardation, speech language impairments, specific learning disabilities, giftedness, behavior disorders/emotional disturbance, attention deficit disorder with hyperactivity, as well as many others.  CEC 1.K.2, 2.K.1&2; HTSB 1F, 3D

4. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the array of services available in special education and gain an understanding of how the concepts of least restrictive environment (LRE) interfaces with this array of services.  CEC 1.K.4

5. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the components of an individualized educations plan (IEP) and how it relates to an individualized family service plan (IFSP) and a modification plan (MP).  The focus will be on the roles of the general and special education teachers in the IEP process.  CEC 1.K.4; HTSB 1A, B & F, 3B,C, & D

6. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the issues of mainstreaming, integration and inclusion as they relate to the delivery of special education.  CEC.2.K.4 & 7

7. Students will become familiar with multicultural and bilingual special education and the issues in this field.  CEC 1.K.3 & 2.K.5; HTSB 3B, D & E; 4 E & F

8. Students will observe in person and on video individuals with different exceptionalities and note differences in communication patterns. CEC 2.K.3

· Your course is located at http://webct.chaminade.edu.  Choose “Login to my WebCT.”  Enter your login (e.g. jdoe) and enter your password (chaminade).  Please change your login as soon as possible after you log in.  The course will be listed on the left side of the screen. 
·  If you have technical questions, contact jnakson@chaminade.edu
· In graduate education, students need to assume an increasing amount of responsibility for learning by taking an active role in becoming self-directed learners.  It is always important to manage your time to be successful, but this becomes crucial for an online course.  Read ahead; think ahead; answer discussion questions each week with informed responses.  Set high goals for yourself; aim to develop skills and knowledge you can use.
· This course is organized into 10 sessions.  Participants should plan to spend approximately 4.5 hours per week online (or more, as skills, internet and time permit) exploring and examining Internet sites and related materials, responding to weekly discussion questions, and completing online assignments.  In addition, participants should plan to spend additional time offline, reading the text, using multi-media resources and reflecting about the course concepts.
· Each week is organized around four components on the course’s WebCT site:
· Introduction to the topic
· Readings in the texts
· Discussion Questions:  questions posed to help you reflect on your readings.  You are expected not only to answer the question posted by the instructor, but also to respond to the posts of your fellow classmates, actively engaging in discussion and debate about the topics that we will be covering.
· Work involves more than regurgitation of facts; learning requires thoughtful analysis and synthesis of ideas.  Your ability to effectively communicate your critical analysis of concepts is the major criteria for grading.
Course Requirements:  Assignments have more meaning for an online course since they are assessment tools as well as a means of communication.
Participate in class discussions.  Respond to the question(s) posted each week for reflection as well as to responses by your fellow learners in the course.  Keep the dialogue active. You will read the assigned textbook chapters and/or online references before posting comments and use the information from your readings to apply concepts learned.  You will be assigned points for participation.  You should be responding to at least two (2) others each week as well as posting your own responses.  

If you need to talk with me privately, please write to me directly at my e-mail address:  
Discussions 

  

 


30


Respond to the weekly discussion item with your opinion(s) and second, respond and comment to 2 of your peer’s responses. Refer to course objectives and correlate your response to at least one of the objectives. (125 minimum and 250 word maximum length, choose your words well, summarize.)

Review of Literature 
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In an effort to fully understand the category of special education that you choose; each student will research a previously discussed topic and write a (1-2 page review of literature on the topic.) The review will need to consist of at least 2- peer reviewed journal articles. The organization of your review will look like the following:

Introduction - Discuss why and how you chose your articles
1. Literature Review 

a. This is where you discuss at least 2 peer-reviewed journal articles. 

2. Summary/Closing 

a. This is where you share your opinions regarding the topic. Take this opportunity to discuss your observation of the disability. 

Minimum length requirement on the assignment is 500 words (max. 750 words). Assignments need to be grammatically correct and conform to APA style.

Activities                                                
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Observation and Participation (O&P) Electronic Journal:  (15 points) You will present one electronic journal during Week Eight. Observe and record the behaviors of a selected student in your classroom for one week (daily). Describe your observations and how they reflect the student’s disability and post what strategies you will use to assist this student.

Multi-media: (20 points) During Weeks Three, Five, Six and Seven you will view a video. Summarize by explaining how you might transfer this knowledge to your own classroom.

Final Examination





10

(Essay) Please refer to schedule for date








Total Points

100

Evaluation:

Students will be evaluated as specified in the section on course requirements. In addition: 

· Assignments are due as indicated on the course schedule; missing assignments will be scored as “zero.”

· All assignments must be typed and double-spaced.  Work submitted should reflect upper division undergraduate expectations in terms of scope, depth, writing mechanics, appearance and APA style for citations within discussion and reference list.
· All assignments are used for assessments toward the final grade. Assignments need to be typed using Times New Roman or Arial, 12-pt.
 Grading


Weekly Discussions @ 3 pts. – 10 weeks
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Review of Literature





25


Activities






35


Final Exam






10_


Total Points






100

Grading Scale:

A =
90% - 100% 


B =
80% -  89%


C =
70% -  79% 


D =
60% -  69%


F =
< 60%


Reminders:  The following policies are summarized from the Student Handbook.  Please review these and other policies in the Handbook. 

1. Attendance:  For online courses, attendance is measured by your participation in weekly online discussions and your attention to completing assignments on time.  Discussions are the basis for individual and collaborative learning activities and are the basis for this course. Just as you are required to attend classes that are offered in person, you must participate regularly in an online course.  Notify me immediately BEFORE THE DUE DATE if illness or other circumstances prevent you from participating or completing assignments on time.  Otherwise, your grade will begin dropping.  Please do not get behind.  Anyone who stops participating in a course without officially withdrawing may receive a failing grade.

2. Academic Honesty:  Students are responsible for promoting academic honesty at Chaminade by not participating in or facilitating others’ participation in any act of dishonesty, and by reporting incidences of academic dishonesty. Refer to your Student Handbook. Pay special attention to all academic policies regarding grading.

A great source for APA format is located at the following website:

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/research/r_apa.html
Course Schedule:

Week One:


Topic:        
Introduction to Special Education
Readings:  
Chapter 1:  Introduction to Special Education: The context

Assignment:     Introduce yourself, post on main thread,

Discuss: What does IDEA say about Least Restrictive Environment? What does IDEA say about Free and Appropriate Public Education? Discuss how this will apply to your students.

Week Two:



Topic:              IEPs: Planning

Readings:       Chapter 2:  IEPs: Planning and Delivery Services

Assignment:    Discuss what IDEA says about Procedural Safeguards, IEP team members, and transition services. What do these have in common? Study pg. 64

Week Three:



Topic:             Multicultural and Bilingual Education; Learning Disabilities

Readings:    
Chapter 3:  Multicultural and Bilingual Education



Chapter 4:  Learning Disabilities
Assignment:    Discuss: What is multicultural and bilingual special education? What are the key features of most definitions of learning disabilities? Watch either ‘Lean on Me’ or ‘Stand and Deliver’ and discuss in week  Four.

Week Four:



Topic:             Speech and Language Impairments and Mental Retardation

Readings:      Chapter 5:  Speech and Language Impairments



Chapter 6:  Mental Retardation


Assignment:    Discuss:  What are speech impairments and language impairments? What are the key components of the 2002 AAMR definition of mental retardation. Post review of video.

Week Five:



Topic:             Giftedness and Emotional and Behavioral Disorders


Readings:       Chapter 7:  Giftedness and Talent Development




 Chapter 8:  Emotional and Behavioral Disorders

Assignment:    Discuss: What factors can inhibit giftedness and talent development? How can teachers help students with emotional and behavioral disorders? Watch either ‘Good Will Hunting’ or ‘Girl Interrupted’ and discuss in week Six.

Week Six:



Topic:
           Physical Impairments and Deafness and Hard of Hearing

Readings:      Chapter 9:  Physical Impairments and Special Health Care 



Needs




Chapter 10:  Deafness and Hard of Hearing

Assignment:  Discuss: How do students with ADHD qualify for special education services? What types of technology are available to assist deaf people, how can you assist a student who refuses to wear his hearing aids?

Post your review of video. Watch either ‘Mask’ or ‘Mr. Holland’s Opus’ and discuss in week Seven.

Week Seven:



Topic:
            Low Vision and Autistic Spectrum Disorders


Readings:      Chapter 11:  Low Vision and Blindness




Chapter 12:  Autistic Spectrum Disorders

Assignment:   Discuss: What are some ways to accommodate students with visual disabilities? Why is instruction in social skills so important for students with autism? Begin electronic journal. Post review of video. Watch either ‘Scent of a Woman’ or ‘Rainman’ and discuss in week Eight.

Week Eight:



Topic:
           Very Low Incidence Disabilities

Readings:      Chapter 13:  Very Low Incidence Disabilities

Assignment:   Identify two peer reviewed journal articles (Review of Literature). Post your review of video.

 Electronic Journal Due.

Week Nine:



Topic:
           Choose from one of the previous Chapters


Reading:        Online - Peer reviewed journal articles


Assignment:
Review of Journal Articles Due (Review of Literature). Review for final exam.

Week Ten:



Assignment:
Final exam will be posted Dec. 5.

Remember:  The syllabus is subject to change at the instructor’s discretion and for the student’s benefit.
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