Forensic Science 450 - Forensic Anthropology

COURSE SYLLABUS

Term:

Fall 2005




Time:
 TR;  2:00-3:20

Instructor:
Robert W. Mann, PhD



Room:
  Henry

Address:
U.S. Army Central Identification Lab, Hawaii
Phone: 448-8062 ext. 169



310 Worchester Ave.



Hickam AFB, HI 96853-5000




Email: mannr@cilhi.army.mil

Catalog Description:

FS 450 Forensic Anthropology  (3 credits)
This course is an introduction to the techniques of anthropology, archaeology, osteology and anthropometry as applied to forensic problems.  Techniques covered  will include those involved in determination of the individual’s age at death, sex, height and detection of antemortem/perimortem trauma.  Prerequisites: BI 203, BI 204, BI 351,  FS 330 or concurrent registration recommended.

General Purpose of Course:
This course, Forensic Anthropology will focus on a variety of topics in anthropoloy related to forensic science.  The purpose of this course is to provide students with a basic understanding of anthropology and human osteology as they apply to forensic problems.  This course will provide students with a basic understanding of the human skeleton, and how to formulate a basic biological profile which includes the individual’s age at death, ancestry, sex, height, and trauma.  The student will be provided with training in computing elapsed time since death, determining the method of death, and comcepts in handling of evidence.  The student will also receive basic instruction in anthropometry, an important albeit rarely taught topic of measuring the human body.  The course will include slide presentations, hands-on examinations of real and plastic bones, and a field trip to the U.S. Army Central Identification Laboratory, Hawaii.

Learning Outcomes:  At the end of this course the student will be able :


1.  to demonstrate they are  able to formulate a basic biological profile from 


skeletal material;


2.  to demonstrate they understand human decay processes;


3.  to demonstrate they are able compute an estimate of the elapsed time since 


death;


4.  to demonstrate they are be able to determine the method of death; and


5.  to demonstrate they understand the basic concepts of anthropometry.

Required Text:   Bass, W.M.  1996.  Human Osteology: A Laboratory and Field Manual 
of the Human Skeleton.  Missouri Archaeological Socity, Columbia.

Reminders of Important University-Wide Policies

The following policies are summarized from the 2004-2005 Student Handbook. Please be sure that you have reviewed these and the other policies that your Handbook contains.

1. Attendance

Students are expected to attend all classes. The University assumes you are mature enough to be responsible for your own behavior.

Any absence of two weeks or more will be reported to the Office of the Associate Provost and the Registrar.

You should notify me when illness prevents you from attending class and make arrangements to complete missed assignments. Notification may be done by calling me, or by leaving word at the Faculty Services (735-4739).  Depending on your circumstances, I may modify deadlines of course requirements. Anyone who stops attending a course, without officially withdrawing may receive a failing grade.

Students with three or more unexcused absences will loose one letter grade.

2. Classroom Deportment

• Your are expected to be punctual; unexcused tardiness will be considered an absence

• Smoking and alcoholic beverages are prohibited in all classrooms, whether or not class is in session.

• No pets are allowed in class. Exceptions will be made in the case of a seeing-eye dog.

• Radios, tape decks, headsets, televisions, and other personal audiovisual equipment not pertinent to the class are prohibited during class.

• Beepers and cellular telephones are also prohibited during class except in extenuating circumstances for which you have received my approval in advance.

• And, finally, I expect you to follow the University’s “dress code” requiring footwear and appropriate shirts to worn during all classes, as well as in the library, cafeteria and administrative offices.

3. Academic Honesty

Students are responsible for promoting academic honesty at Chaminade by not participating in or facilitating others’ participation in any act of academic dishonesty, and by reporting incidences of academic dishonesty (such as theft of tests, records, and other confidential materials, altering grades, and/or plagiarism) to their instructors.

4. Freedom of Expression

Students are free to take reasoned exception to the views offered in particular courses of study. They maybe required to know thoroughly the specific bodies of knowledge or interpretations or theories set by the professor, but are free to reserve personal judgment as to the truth of falsity of them.

Students are expected to maintain the standards of academic performance articulated in course syllabi, supplemental readings, assignments, and Academic and Student Affairs policies. The instructor is considered the normal and competent judge of academic work. Students have an appeals process in the rare cases of unjust grading and evaluation by the procedure detailed in the Academic Grievance section of the Student Handbook.

You are responsible for all of the information in this document:

losing it or not reading it are not excuses

for not knowing what’s in it!
Forensic Science 450 - Fall 2005
Lecture


Topic
Class 1

Introduction 

Class 2

What is Anthropology?

Class 3

Why Study Bones?  

Class 4

Evidence Handling 

Class 5

Forensic Archaeology: Introduction to Field Methods (The Search) 

Class 6

Forensic Archaeology: The Recovery Phase

Class 7

Burned versus Non-burned Bodies and Bones

Class 7

Taphonomy: Death is not a “Polaroid Snapshot” 

Class 8

Forensic Archaeology: Forensic Cases

Class 9

Pulling it all Together

Class 10

Test 1 (Last Week of September)

Class 11

Introduction to Human Osteology (Bones) 

Class 12

The Human Skull

Class 13

Chest, Arms, and Hands

Class 14

Hips, Legs, and Feet

Class 15

Animal verses Human and Why Does it Matter? 

Class 16

Determining Age and Sex  from Human Bones

Class 17

Determining Ethnicity from Human Bones

Class 18

Determining Stature from Human Bones 

Class 19

Test 2 (End of October)

Class 20

Injuries (Trauma), Disease, and Unusual Bones 

Class 21

Forensic Applications of DNA

Class 22

Forensic Entomology: “Life After Death”

Class 23

Human Identification and Case Reports

Class 24

Forensic Anthropology Case Reports

Class 25

Anthropometry (Measurement of Man/Woman)

Class 26

Practical exercise in Anthropometry

Class 27

Case Reports

Class 28

Final Examination

GRADING:


The point spread for the lecture is as follows:






Lecture Exam 1

90 pts





Lecture Exam 2

90 pts





Lecture Exam 3

90 pts




Class Participation
30 pts





Total


300 pts

GRADING SCALE:

The grading scale is as follows:





90% +

=
A





80-89%
=
B





70-79%
=
C





60-69%
=
D





59 % and lower  =
F

Reminders of Important University-Wide Policies

The following policies are summarized from the 2002-2003 Student Handbook. Please be sure that you have reviewed these and the other policies that your Handbook contains.

1. Attendance

Students are expected to attend all classes. The University assumes you are mature enough to be responsible for your own behavior.

Any absence of two weeks or more will be reported to the Office of the Associate Provost and the Registrar.

You should notify me when illness prevents you from attending class and make arrangements to complete missed assignments. Notification may be done by calling me, or by leaving word at the Faculty Services (735-4739).  Depending on your circumstances, I may modify deadlines of course requirements. Anyone who stops attending a course without officially withdrawing may receive a failing grade.

Students with three or more unexcused absences will loose one letter grade.

2. Classroom Deportment

• Your are expected to be punctual; unexcused tardiness will be considered an absence

• Smoking and alcoholic beverages are prohibited in all classrooms, whether or not class is in session.

• No pets are allowed in class. Exceptions will be made in the case of a seeing-eye dog.

• Radios, tape decks, headsets, televisions, and other personal audiovisual equipment not pertinent to the class are prohibited during class.

• Beepers and cellular telephones are also prohibited during class except in extenuating circumstances for which you have received my approval in advance.

• And finally, I expect you to follow the University’s “dress code” requiring footwear and appropriate shirts to worn during all classes, as well as in the library, cafeteria and administrative offices.

3. Academic Honesty

Students are responsible for promoting academic honesty at Chaminade by not participating in or facilitating others’ participation in any act of academic dishonesty, and by reporting incidences of academic dishonesty (such as theft of tests, records, and other confidential materials, altering grades, and/or plagiarism) to their instructors.

4. Freedom of Expression

Students are free to take reasoned exception to the views offered in particular courses of study. They maybe required to know thoroughly the specific bodies of knowledge or interpretations or theories set by the professor, but are free to reserve personal judgment as to the truth of falsity of them.

Students are expected to maintain the standards of academic performance articulated in course syllabi, supplemental readings, assignments, and Academic and Student Affairs policies. The instructor is considered the normal and competent judge of academic work. Students have an appeals process in the rare cases of unjust grading and evaluation by the procedure detailed in the Academic Grievance section of the Student Handbook.

You are responsible for all of the information in this document:

losing it or not reading it are not excuses

for not knowing what’s in it!
