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I. 
CATALOGUE DESCRIPTION

Ed 460 Introduction to Exceptional Children

Examines different types of students with exceptionalities serviced by special and general education as well as other populations with special needs that are found in the general education classrooms.  This course will provide historical, legal and educational contexts as well as instructional strategies to meet the unique needs of these students in the general education classroom.  
II.
RATIONALE

With the reauthorization of IDEA, and the recent federal mandate of No Child Left Behind (NCLB), all educators must be highly qualified and therefore equipped to meet the demand of providing instruction and services to Hawai’i’s students.  Educators need to be knowledgeable about how children/students are identified, evaluated, provided an appropriate program that meets their needs, and placed in an environment that is the least restrictive.
III.  
COURSE OBJECTIVES

Students will demonstrate an understanding of:
· The models, theories, philosophies and history that provide the basis for special education practice

· The rights and responsibilities of parents, students, teachers, other professionals and schools as they relate to individuals with disabilities

· The different areas of exceptionality such as metal retardation, speech language impairments, specific learning disabilities, and giftedness, behavior disorder, emotional disturbance, attention deficit disorder with hyperactivity, visual impairments, hearing impairments, physical disabilities and other impairments.

· The array of services available in special education and gain an understanding of how the concept of least restrictive environment interfaces with this array of services.  They will focus on how general educators support the education of these students

· The components of an individualized education plan, and how it relates to an individualized family service plan, and a modification plan.  The focus will be on the roles of the general and special education teachers in the IEP process.

· The issues of mainstreaming, integration and inclusion as they relate to the delivery of special education.

· The effects of exceptional conditions on an individual’s education and life
IV. 
COURSE TEXT


Smith, Deborah Deutsch (2004).  Introduction to Special Education: Teaching in 
an Age of Challenge. (5th ed.).  Boston, A.: Allyn and Bacon.

V.
FORMAT


Class session will include a variety of instructional methodologies including 
lectures, discussions, cooperative learning activities, videos and guest speaker(s).

VI.  
COURSE REQUIREMENTS


Class attendance and participation
10 points


Three Quizzes



60 points


Reflection Paper


20 points


Research Paper


30 points


Only one (1) absence and two (2) tardies allowed.  More than two absences may   
lead to failure of the course.

VII.
EVALUATION


The following percentage breakdown will be used to arrive at a final letter grade.


A
=
90–100%

108 -120 points

B
=
80-89%

  96 -107  points

C
=
70-79%

  84 - 95   points

D
=
60-69%

  72 - 83   points

F
=
below -59%                   71 – below
VIII.
COURSE SCHEDULE

	Session
	Topics/Due Dates
	Assignments

	1/10
1/12
	· Introduction to Course

· Overview of Requirements

· Definition, History, Legislation & Litigation of Special Education
	Chapter 1

	1/17
1/19
	· Individualized Educational Programs

· Planning and Delivering Services

· Learning Disabilities
	Chapter 2

Chapter 4

	1/24
1/26
	QUIZ 1

· Learning Disabilities continued
· Speech or Language Impairments
	Chapter 5

	1/31
2/2
	· Mental Retardation
	Chapter 6

	2/7
2/9
	QUIZ 2
· Emotional or Behavior Disorders
	Chapter 8

	2/14

2/16
	· Physical Impairments
· Special Health Care Needs

DUE: Reflection
	Chapter 9

	2/21
2/23
	· Deafness
· Hard of Hearing

· Autism
	Chapter 10
Chapter 12

	2/28
3/2
	QUIZ 3

· Low Vision
· Blindness

· Deaf-Blindness
	Chapter 11

	3/7
3/9
	· Traumatic Brain Injury
	Chapter 13

	3/14
3/16
	· Paper Presentations
DUE:  Research Paper
	


