CHAMINADE  UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU

FALL EVENING SESSION

OCTOBER 8 – DECEMBER 10, 2005

SCHOFIELD CAMPUS

COURSE:  RE/ENV 311: Environmental Ethics
INSTRUCTOR:     Dr. Malia Dominica Wong, O.P.

TIME:     Saturdays, 8AM-12:10PM

PHONE:     676-1452


E-MAIL:  srmaliad@juno.com

REQUIRED TEXTS:  *Kinsley, David: Ecology and Religion, Prentice-Hall, 1995.

*Easton, Thomas and Theodore Goldfarb: Taking Sides:  Clashing Views 


On Controversial Environmental Issues, McGraw-Hill, 2003.
DESCRIPTION
Examines religious perspectives on ethical issues within the context of an ecumenical and inter-religious dialogue in the field environmental studies, with particular attention paid to contemporary Catholic and Asian ethicists. The goals are to assist students in their study and understanding of the personal and social dimensions of these ethical perspectives and learn effective methods for dealing with relevant ethical issues within environmental studies.  Fulfills interdisciplinary capstone course requirement.
OBJECTIVES
*to demonstrate an understanding of morality and ethics and how they impact ecology and environmental issues
*to develop and apply a model for moral decision-making 

*to compare and contrast ways that the world’s religions are engaging the environmental crisis and how that engagement is changing them and their practitioners
*to demonstrate an understanding of the potentials for religious traditions to contribute to the solutions for the moral dilemmas created by the contemporary environmental crisis
*to demonstrate a personal commitment to life-enhancing action

REQUIREMENTS

     Students are to come to each class prepared by having read the assigned readings, completed any other homework assignments and being ready for in-class activities.  If you arrive late to class, or leave early without informing the instructor on the reasons, you will lose attendance points.

GRADING

     Grading will be based upon regular class attendance, class work, homework, projects, quizzes, participation, and effort.  Papers must be typed, double-spaced, 10 or 12 point font only.  1-1/2 inch margins.  Extra credit-- events and topics to be discussed as the occasion arises.  Note: communication with the teacher is essential if you have any concerns, are called away on duty, etc.

*CATEGORIES:

 



WEIGHTING:

Attendance:







20%

Class Participation:






10%

Reflection Papers:






15%




Homework:







10%

Quizzes:







10%

Midterm 







15%

Final:







           
20% 
100
90-100:  A
80-89:  B
70-79:  C
60-69:  D
59 and below:  (
LEARNING OUTCOME ASSESSMENT

All student's work will be evaluated for:

*knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, class presentations, discussions,

  videos, research, outside class activities

*ability to apply the knowledge to understand current issues in society

*understanding of the subject matter from different viewpoints

Oct. 8


Introduction




Hmwk: Readings





1.
ER:  Assigned chapter from Traditional Religions




2.
TS:  Issue 7, p. 117ff
Oct. 15


Traditional Religions and Environmental Impact



Hmwk:
 Readings:




1.  ER:  Chapt. 12:  Contemporary Ecotheology, p. 164-174





2.  TS:  Issue 14, p. 276ff

Oct. 22


Covanta H-Power Energy Plant, (Hawaii Recycling Services 




and Hawaii Metals)




9AM:  Campbell Industrial Park




*Must wear closed shoes.




Hmwk:  Reaction Paper
Oct. 29


Chaminade University:  Mackey Lecture Special Event



Sat.  9-3PM:  You Gotta Move:  Spirituality and the Arts Wkshp.




Sun. 4-5:30PM:  Creation, Redemption & Following the Call




Chaminade University:  Mystical Rose Oratory




3140 Waialae Ave.  96816




Hmwk:  Readings:




1.  ER:  Chapt. 5:  Hinduism:  Ecological Themes, p. 54-67





2.  ER:  Chapt 13:  Animal Rights & Ecological Ethics, p. 178-183




3.  TS:  Issue 9, p. 154ff

Nov. 5


Food, Ahimsa, Genetic Engineering; Midterm




Hmwk:  Readings:




1.  ER:  Chapt.  6:  Chinese Religions: Eco. Themes, p. 68-83




2.  TS:  Issue 1, p. 1-25

Nov. 12

Chinese Religions, Philosophy and Politics





Hmwk:  Readings:




1.  ER:  Chapt. 7:  Buddhism: Eco. Themes, p. 84-98





2.  TS:  Issue 8, p. 138-153

Nov. 19

Buddhist Religions and DDT



Hmwk:  Readings:




1.  ER:  Assigned reading from Christianity and Eco. Themes





2.  TS:  Issue 16, p. 313ff

Nov. 26

Christianity and Population Growth



Hmwk:  Prepare for Final Exam

Dec. 3


Review

Dec. 10

Final Exam

*Note: Syllabus subject to change.  At the printing of this syllabus, another field trip pending on Nov. 19th or 26th.  (awaiting confirmation)
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