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RE 630 Modern Theological Methods and Movements

On-line – Fall 2004

Instructor: Regina Pfeiffer

Office: Henry Hall 206Q
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MPT/MAPL Department phone: 808.735.4700
Office hours (Hawaii Standard Time): T/TH 8 –10:30 a.m., MWF by appointment
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Course Description

Introduction to the work of theologians in the development of the moving stream of faith-filled reflections and actions. Analysis of theological methods in the last two centuries with particular emphasis on the insights of the Second Vatican Council and the challenges of doing theology in the Third Millennium.

Expanded Description

During the course, students will explore major theological themes, concepts and movements, the development of theological thought in the 20th century, and theologians influential toward the latter part of that century. Students will be invited to study one theologian or movement of their choice.

Required Texts:

Baum, Gregory, ed. The Twentieth Century: A Theological Overview. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1999.

Lane, Dermot. The Experience of God: An Invitation to Do Theology. Mahwah, NJ: Paulist Press, 1981.

McGrath, Alistair. Christian Theology: An Introduction, Third Edition. Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishers, 2001.

Omerod, Neil. Introducing Contemporary Theologies: The What and Who of Theology Today. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1997.

Recommended Texts

Guretzki, David, ed. Pocket Dictionary of Theological Terms. Intervarsity Press, 1999.

Course Goals

At the end of the course, students should

be able to discuss some of the current trends in theological discourse, including but not limited to the role of human experience in theology;

gain a basic understanding of the nature of faith and faith statements;

be able to apply theological reflection to a particular issue, concept or theme;

be familiar with the cultural and theological contexts that shape contemporary understanding of God.

Course Requirements

Class participation – 25%

Students are expected to go on-line a minimum of twice a week. You are expected to read and respond to each other’s postings on either the discussion board or via email to the entire class.

Short answer essays – 30%

These are questions that are part of the discussion board. The questions are listed on the syllabus. In some instances, you will have be able to select one of the questions to which you can respond. There are weekly questions based on the readings.

WebCT presentations on assigned readings – 20%

Each student will select two chapters from both Baum’s and Omerod’s texts. You must give the instructor your first, second and third choice so the chapters can be assigned accordingly. Once the chapters have been assigned, you will prepare an outline, summary or PowerPoint presentation that highlights the main points of your assigned chapters. You will submit these to the instructor as an email attachment for her to post on the Web for all the students to view. In turn, you will be expected to read and view each  one’s submissions for reaction and questions.

Remember: classroom dialogue is asynchronous and takes place when all of us engage in the discussion on the WebCT.

Final paper – 25%

For the final paper, you will select either a 20th century theologian or movement that you would like to explore further. You will need to read some of the writings from this theologian or movement. In the paper, you will analyze the theologian’s or movement’s perspective regarding a particular aspect of Christian doctrine or key Christian concept.
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