HI/POL 323:  Europe from 1500 

Willis H A Moore, Instructor

Mail:  49 S Hotel Street, #217, HONOLULU HI  96813

Telephones: 521-7779 (voicemail) / 489-6023 (cellular)

REQUIRED TEXT:

HISTORY OF THE MODERN WORLD TO 1815, by Palmer, Colton & Kramer

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

The voyages of Christopher Columbus, beginning in 1492, are generally considered the end of MEDIEVAL/MIDDLE AGES EUROPE.  Early in the 1500's, the once-monolithic Roman Catholic Church sundered with Luther, Calvin, Zwingli, Henry VIII, and others who suggested new and different ways of viewing Theology (God) and Church governance.  This "Reformation" and the Church of Rome's reply, the "Counter Reformation" dominated the 16th Century.  Wars among Europe's member states were common; settlements into the Americas, and later, into South Africa, Southeast Asia, were also noted.

During the 17th Century, the "Age of Enlightenment" found rational and logical thinkers challenging long-held beliefs in the Universe (Planetary movements), in politics, in government theory.  European powers continued settling new areas of the planet - - notably the Americas where France and England vied for control of North America.

Towards the end of the 18th Century, a "Revolt" by England's American colonies resulted in Independence of a new United States of America.  A "Revolution" also occurred in North America as these now-free colonies wrote a governing document of remarkable proportions.  A few years later, the French Revolution broke out...leading to idealism, chaos, tragedy, and eventually to Napoleon Bonaparte.  The time of Napoleon concludes this Course coverage.

ASSIGNMENTS:

Each week of this class, you should read BEFORE THE WEEK BEGINS, A CHAPTER IN THE TEXT:

Week #1 = intro of class, instructor, students, assignments, etc.

Week #2 = Chapter  1

Week #3 = Chapter  2

Week #4 = Chapter  3

Week #5 = AUP Midterm / on-campus = Chapter 4

Week #6 = Chapter  5

Week #7 = on-campus MID TERM EXAMINATION:  Essay type

Week #8 = Chapter  6

Week #9 = Chapter  7

Week #10 = Chapter  8

Week #11 = Chapter  9

Week #12 = Chapter 10

Week #13 = Student presentations:  Book Reviews/Issue Papers

Week #14 = Student presentations:  Book Reviews/Issue Papers

Week #15 = FINAL EXAMINATION: Comprehensive = Chapters 1-10 inclusive, ESSAY TYPE and some kind of Map Test.

YOUR GRADE:

Class attendance and participation                                                           10 points

Weekly quizzes/or short written assignments, 7 @ 5pts each               25 points - - these will be "highest" FIVE of whatever you submit;

Issue Paper                                                                                                15 points

Annotated Book Review                                                                             15 points

MID-TERM EXAMINATION (Essay Type)                                                   20 points

FINAL EXAMINATION (Essay Type)                                                          20 points

Note: you may earn "extra credit points" for watching videos and movies relating to this course; there will be at least one optional excursion to the Honolulu Academy of Arts offered on a Sunday.

YOUR FINAL GRADE:     90+ points = "A", 80+ points = "B", 70+ points = "C", 60+ points = "D",  59 or below is Failing.

SPECIAL NOTES:

Read the text BEFORE classtime, NOT after classtime....in this upper-division class, part of what you learn comes from in-class discussion, debate, and sharing of information and opinions;

"Annotated" Book Review:

1.  Select a book written during, or written about, this period.  You may choose biography, fiction, non-fiction, political, religious, economic, etc!

2.  READ this book!

3.  Write a one+ plage summary of the book, characters, plot, or whatever;

4.  Write a two+ plage commentary about the book, the points made by the author, the point of the book, the relevence of this book, etc.

ISSUE PAPER:

1.  Select an issue (topic or interest) which you would like to learn about or comment on:  Political, religious, economic, trend, era, etc.

2.  Write a 2-3 pape paper, double-spaces, typed, on this issue.  Be sure to cite your sources: Books, lectures, internet, TV program, etc.

HINTS:

Always feel invited to consult Instructor with your questions, or for suggestions.  There will be office hours on campus in Henry 206-A on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays.
