Course:  PSY 424 Abnormal Psychology

Texts: Fundamentals of Abnormal Psychology  by Comer, 4th ed. 

DSM- IV Quick Reference 
Instructor: Mitzi Simonelli, Ph.D

Term: Fall, 05

Phone: 735-4714; 926-0883 (emergency only)

Email: msimonel@chaminade.edu

Office Hours: T, TH 11:00 am- 12:00 and by appointment. 

SYLLABUS TO CHANGE WITH NOTICE. SESSIONS INCLUDE A COMBINTION OF LECTURES/DISCUSSIONS, SMALL GROUPS, VIDEO, IN-CLASS WRITINGS, EXPRIENTIAL WORK AND QUESTIONS/ANSWERS.

TOPICS
Aug. 
23
Introduction to course




Pre -test

25 Interview due/ discuss

Video

30 Ch. 1





Past/Present 

(Focus on cultural diversity,

research, scientific method and ethics)

Sept.     1

Collage/Writing (in class)

6
Ch. 2





Models 









(focus on cultural diversity,









ethics) 


8
Ch. 3





Assessment 









(Focus on research,

scientific method)


13
Small group work



15 Ch. 4





Anxiety
(focus on research, cultural diversity)
20
Ch. 5





Stress/ Arousal 
(focus on research, diversity
and scientific method)

22 Video


27       Ch. 6





Somato form/ DID

Review for Quiz 



(focus on ethics, research.
cultural diversity)
29 Video 
Review for Quiz





Oct
4
Quiz Ch. 1-6
6 Ch. 7





Moods








(focus on research, scientific








method, diversity, ethics)



11 Ch. 8





Suicide
Cases due/discuss



(focus on diversity, ethics)

13
Video







18 Ch. 9





Eating Disorders

Video 





(focus on diversity, ethics,   






research)
20
Ch. 10





Substances 
(focus on research, ethics and diversity)

25 Ch. 11





Sexual/ GID
Xerox on sexual variations 


(focus on diversity, research,







ethics, scientific method)

27
Video


Review for Quiz

Nov
1
Quiz Ch. 7-11
3 Video

Cases due/discuss





7 Ch. 12





Schizophrenia


Video





(focus on research,ethics,








diversity)













 

10 Ch. 12 (continued)



Personality disorders

Ch. 13





(focus on research/ diversity)
15 Ch. 13 (continued)



Personality disorders



Video





(focus on research/diversity)
17
Project






22
Release Day

24
Thanksgiving
29
Ch. 14
and 15 




Child/Adolescence







Late life








(focus on research, diversity, 








ethics)

Dec 
1 
In-class writing Ch. 16


Law/Society








(focus on research, ethics,









diversity)

Dec 
5- 8
Finals
· Book Analysis

 

Assignments: No late assignments accepted
1. In-class writings: unscheduled and cannot be made up. Writing will be reflective in nature- in relation to the reading. This assignment relates to cultural diversity, research, scientific method.

2. Cases: Xeroxed cases will be handed out and due- with complete diagnoses from the DSM-IV Quick Reference – on Oct. 11 and Nov. 3. Discussed in class. This assignment relates to cultural diversity, scientific method, ethics and research.

3. Quizzes: Oct. 4 and Nov. 1 will be essay. Review will be given. 

4. Project: due Nov. 17. This will consist of the following aspects:

1. research

2. visitation/interview of worker at the visited site

3. creating a question which will be the title of the paper

4. the body of the writing will be an attempt to answer the question and it will include a summary. Ending paragraph related to what you learned/gained from this assignment and  discussing how this relates to the text

5. typed double-space 6-8 pages in length with bibliography, which will include the name of the visitation site, name of interviewee and phone number of site

6. discussed in small groups as part of grade,

7. project taken from ch. 4-8, 11-15. example: How is child autism different from child schizophrenia; or how/why does depression occasionally lead to suicide. 
5.  Final: Book analysis. Assignment discussed in class. Book selection must be with instructors’ permission. Discussion of analysis will be in small groups as a part of grade. This assignment relates to diversity, ethics and research. 
Grades 


Criteria for Grade
92 – 100


- Knowledge

85 – 91


- Critical thinking skills

75 – 84


- Creativity





- Writing ability

% of Grade

· Cases 




10
· Quizzes (2)



30

· Project




20

· Final




25

· Participation , in class


15

Writing, attendance (on time),       ______
Engagement in class, etc.                 100 points
PSY 424 ABNORMAL PSYCHOLOGY 

INSTRUCTOR’S EXPECTATIONS: 
The students will

· Attend all scheduled classes on time; tow absences will result in a lowered grade and three absences require that you repeat the course. Missing one hour of class (or more) will add up to an absence.

· Read all assigned material and be able to discuss this material during class in a professional manner using critical thinking skills.

· Participate, be engaged in discussions and class activities, question yourself, others and the instructor.

· Have FUN learning and touching other learner’s lives with your personal knowledge of life, interpretation of material, and individual experiences. 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
The study of the development, possible causes, treatment, and prevention of psychological disorders with an emphasis on the counseling perspective. The course will focus on etiology, epidemiology of abnormal behavior, symptomatalogy, co morbidity, relation to the text. 

This course develops and assesses the skills and competencies for the program student learning outcome of applied Psychology. 

Chaminade University is a Catholic Marianist University. Marianist Universities: 

1. Educate for an integration of reason and faith.

2. Provide an excellent education (education of the whole person)

3. Educate in family/community spirit

4. Educate for service, justice and peace

5. Educate for adaptation and change

* Marianist Educational Values enclosed in syllabus

EACH OF THE CHARACTERISTICS IS INTEGRATED, TO VARYING DEGREES, IN THIS COURSE.

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:
Reasonable accommodations for persons with documented disabilities will be made to facilitate successful completion of this course. Please let me know of nay special needs the first day of class. You may contract Dr. June Yasuhara at 739-4603, assistant director of counseling and American with Disabilities Act(ADA) coordinator, or Dr. Don Kopf at 735-4845 at the campus counseling center (next to the campus security office) to determine if you meet the requirements for documentation as a disabled student under ADA.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES: 
At the end of this course, PSY424 Abnormal Psychology, the student learner will demonstrate an understanding of the:
· Relationship between the past and present in the field of abnormal psychology, incorporating culture, societal and cross-cultural factors in abnormal behavior.

· Psychological models of abnormality, etiology, epidemiological, sociocultural factors affecting development of abnormality.

· Purpose and the methodology of assessment, diagnosis, and treatment.

· Distinguishing between disorders of anxiety, mood, problems of mind and body, psychosis, and life-span problems.

· Legal and ethical issues related to identification and treatment of abnormal behavior.

· Genesis of abnormal behavior based on biology, behavioral, cognitive, psychodynamic, humanistic/existential and socio-cultural models.

· DSM-IV-TR in diagnosis, treatment, and outcome.
