Chaminade University of Honolulu

Fall, 2005

ED 660 Introduction to Exceptional Children

Instructor: 
Mary E. Smith, Ph.D.


Room 117 Education Building



msmith2@chaminade.edu


735-4833-office


262-8450-home



Office Hours:  Monday 11am- 1:00 pm



           Tuesday 10am- 12pm




           or by appointment
Course Description:

This is a foundational course in the basic tenets of special education and individual learning differences. The course will provide knowledge in and examples of many categories of exceptionality in students, and useful educational approaches, services, and supports for working with them. Students will also gain knowledge in approaches to transition services, inclusion models, and methods used in collaboration. Case studies, discussions, and personal reflections will be used to enhance the course content areas. 

Catalogue Description:

ED 660 Introduction to Exceptional Children (3): Overview of categories of students served in special education including mentally retarded, learning disabled, emotional and behaviorally disturbed, speech and language impaired, visually and hearing impaired, and gifted and talented. 

Location:
Freitas 254
Time: Wednesdays, 5:30- 9:40 p.m.

10/5/05-12/7/05
Textbook:
Hardman, Michael; Drew, Clifford; and Egan, M. Winston. Human Exceptionality: School, Community, and Family, 8th edition. Boston, MA: Allyn and Bacon, 2005.

Learner Outcomes:

By the completion of this course, students will be able to achieve and demonstrate the following goals and objectives:

GOAL #1: Demonstrate a thorough knowledge of many categories of exceptionality found in students, and chose appropriate learning strategies and interventions for each.  Hawaii Teacher Standards Board (HTSB) standards: I, II, III, V, VI, VII, and IX; Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) standards: 1,2,3,4,5,7,9, and 10.

Objectives:
1. Students will demonstrate a thorough knowledge in and understanding of all of the major areas of exceptionality including causation, statistical prevalence, characteristics, and remediation.

2. Students will analyze and compare interventions and learning strategies for each category of exceptionality.

GOAL #2: Demonstrate an in-depth knowledge of diversity in exceptional learners. HTSB standards: I, III, IV, V, VI, VIII, IX, and X; CEC standards: 1,2,3,5,6,9, and 10.

Objectives:
1. Students will analyze the importance of the role of multiculturalism and diversity with exceptional learners.

2. Students will be able to explain the influences of families, culture, ethnic origin, and native language on exceptional learners.

GOAL#3: Apply a thorough knowledge of diversity in learning styles and exceptionality into classroom teaching strategies and practices. HTSB standards: I, II, III, IV, V, VI, VII, VIII, IX, and X; CEC standards 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10.

Objectives:
1. Students will be able to identify and recommend appropriate learning strategies and educational approaches for each category of exceptionality.

2. Students will be able to identify appropriate informal and formal assessments for each category of exceptionality.

3. Students will demonstrate a variety of teaching techniques that incorporate flexibility in teaching strategies, and that promote inclusion for exceptional learners.

Course Requirements:

1. Attendance- University policy requires students to attend all classes. Graduate course terms and course content are accelerated, and weekly participation is mandatory. Unexcused absences will result in a lowering of your final grade. You may contact me at the provided e-mail address. 

2. Academic Conduct- Please refer to and follow all the policies and procedures included in the Student Handbook which is available in hard copy and online, and carefully read all areas. Please pay attention to the sections that discuss plagiarism, classroom respect, student conduct, freedom of speech, and all academic policies regarding grading. 

3. Grading- Students will earn the final grade through an accumulation of points received for assignments throughout the term. The distribution of points for each assignment is as follows:
Assignment                                                  Points

Attendance and Participation


20
Interest in Special Education Paper

10

Task Analysis

                      
            20
Research Paper on Disability
                        25

Group Report /Presentation                            25

Total Points                                                   100
4. Grading Scale- 

A = 90- 100

B = 80- 90

A grade of C or below will not be credited toward the graduate degree. The student will have to repeat the course if a grade of C or below is received. 

Course Assignments:

All written course assignments must follow the American Psychological Association  (APA) standards for professional writing. 
A detailed description of the course assignments follows.

1. Attendance and Participation – Active participation in large and small group discussions. This will be monitored by daily attendance and class recordings of group assignments.
2. Interest in Special Education Paper- In a 2-3 page paper, tell about your personal and educational history; interests in special education and hopes for this class.
3. Task Analysis: You will take a typical classroom assignment (determined by professor and students) for your grade level, analyze and break it down into its component parts, include cognitive, memory, motor skills, etc. used in the task. The goal of this exercise is to gain a fuller understanding of what skills a student employs in a typical classroom assignment.  This will be done in partners 
4. Research Paper- This assignment will give students the opportunity to demonstrate a thorough investigation of the etiology, formal and informal assessments, teaching strategies, interventions, and supports used for students with one category of exceptionality. Choose and research one area of exceptionality discussed in class. Thoroughly discuss all the areas addressed above, and include your ideas on the most significant contributions and salient issues in the field. Include 3- 5 other references to research, readings, and/or Internet research sources other than the text used for the course. Zero to twenty-five points will be given toward the final grade for this assignment.  This paper is due by Week #7.
5. Group Report and Presentation – The subject of this report will be determined by class needs/interests and will be determined in the first class.
Syllabus:

Week #1: 10/5
Discussion Topics: Understanding Exceptionality; Getting to Know Each Other

Readings: Hardman, Drew, and Egan, chapter 1

Assignment: Read Hardman, Drew, and Egan, chapters 2 and 3

Week #2: 10/12
Discussion Topic: Education for All; and Inclusion and Collaboration;

Hardman, Drew and Egan, chapters 2 and 3
Assignment: Read Hardman, Drew, and Egan, chapter 4

Week #3: 10/19
Discussion Topic: Transition and Adult Life; Hardman, Drew, and Egan, chapter 4
Assignment: Read Hardman, Drew, and Egan, chapters 5 and 6

Week #4: 10/26
Discussion Topic: Multicultural and Diversity Issues; and Exceptionality and the Family; Hardman, Drew, and Egan, chapters 5 and 6

Assignment: Read Hardman, Drew, and Egan, chapters 7 and 8

Week #5: 11/2
Discussion Topic: Learning Disabilities; and Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder; Hardman, Drew, and Egan, chapters 7 and 8

Assignment: Read Hardman, Drew, and Egan, chapter 9

Week #6: 11/9
Discussion Topic: Emotional/Behavioral Disorders; Hardman, Drew, and Egan, chapter 9
Assignment: Read Hardman, Drew, and Egan, chapters 10, 12, and 14; Research Paper due on week 7.

Week #7: 11/16
Discussion Topic: Mental Retardation, Intellectual Disabilities, Severe and Multiple Disabilities; and Traumatic and Acquired Brain Injury; Hardman, Drew, and Egan, chapters 10, 12, and 14; Research Paper due on week 7.
Assignment: Read Hardman, Drew, and Egan, chapters 11, 13, and 15

Week #8: 11/23
Discussion Topic: Communication Disorders; Autism; and Hearing Loss; Hardman, Drew, and Egan, chapters 11, 13, and 15

Assignment: Read Hardman, Drew, and Egan, chapters 16, 17, and 18

Week #9: 11/30
Discussion Topic: Vision Loss; Physical Disabilities; and Health Disorders; Gifted, Creative, and Talented; Hardman, Drew, and Egan, chapters 16, 17, and 18

Assignment: Begin Group Reports/ Presentations
Week #10: 12/7 Group Reports/ Presentations; Fill out Course Evaluations
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