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GE 103: Human Geography

Inst.: Richard Bordner

Off. Hrs: Upper (mauka) Portables, #114, MWF 11-2, TR 11-12:20 or by app’t.
Phone: 739-4644(wk), E-mail: work: rbordner@chaminade.edu; home: bordnerr001@hawaii.rr.com
Required Texts:  None—handouts.
Course Description:  This course is designed to provide a basic background in the study of human geography, or the relationship between people and the physical landscape.  Geography is the study of space, while human geography is the study of people in physical space.  This course examines traditional concerns of human geographers in changing patterns of land use, migration and interaction, from the context of cross-disciplinary research dealing with major issues of modern existence.  These range from cultural impacts on decision-making to cultural logic in environmental degradation.  This course is intended for any student interested in understanding the world that they and the rest of the human species inhabits, and how we interact with it and each other.  It is especially suitable for behavioral science majors, for education majors (both elementary and secondary) and for students planning to get into careers dealing with policy, planning or advocacy issues such as political science, regional planning or environmental studies.

Course Objectives:  
This course fulfills the following goals of the Behavioral Sciences Program to increase your understanding of:



1) The scientific method and its application in the field of sociology and geography;



2) The diversity of peoples and cultures—other ways of seeing and understanding the world;



3) How social forces shape our individual perception and behavior;

4) The relationship between self-examination and the nature of the group and of group dynamics.

This course has the following general objectives:
1) To increase your sensitivity to the complex dialog that underlies our interaction with the physical environment around us;
2) How pervasive spatial concepts are to our individual and collective existence;
3) The complex dialog between culture, world view and perceived reality on one hand, and various constraining forces of the physical environment on the other;
4) The value of geographical concepts to both understanding and dealing with many of the complex issues facing us today;

5) To directly address the Program goal of providing students with the tools they need to provide leadership roles and competency in a complex multicultural world, through understanding the perceptions and motivations of diverse ethnic groups and how they interact;
6) To directly address the Marianist goals of building collaborative learning communities and also integrating diverse viewpoints and values, through broadening your horizons as to the motivations and attitudes of individuals from cultural and ethnic backgrounds outside of your own experience.

This course will increase your understanding of the following:
What is Geography?  Human Geography?  Culture—and how does all this relate to concepts of space and place?

Cultural landscapes and how to ‘read’ them;

Perception, world view, culture & Icons—how symbols motivate and mark the group;

Mental maps and other ways geographers explain (theory) the human-environmental relationship;

Population and demographics and how they will probably affect your taxes in the future—population growth and decline;

Migration—who, where, why?  The push/pull factors in migration;

Language, place, religion & ethnic identity;

Religion and geography--Ritual places, sacred places and geomancy;

Ethnicity, missionaries and religion as a flashpoint of tensions;

Ethnic identity, place and ethnic markers;

What is folk culture?  Popular culture?

Spatial patterns to vernacular built environments;

Economic systems--production, labor, subsistence econs/market/planned econs.;

Feeding everyone—systems of production;

Global economies, consumerism, world market networks, politics and nation-states;

The geography of business—spatial concepts related to business success and failure;

What are NGO’s and multinationals--why are they such an important factor in development and global politics?

Tourism as economic, environmental and social activity--Hawai`i as the poster child;

The relevance of natural hazards research in local environmental issues--perception, behavior and gridlock;

What is infrastructure and why is it so important?

What is urban planning and why is so much so poorly done?

The Gaia image, ecosystems and current environmental issues;

Global warming, greenhouse effects and perception;

Global development issues—urbanization, gentrification, the ideal of community and neo-localism

Modes of Instruction:  1) Lectures and discussions: The lectures will supplement but NOT repeat the material covered in the text, especially since the text is not a traditional textbook.  You will be given a set of reading materials which you must be familiar with.  Both lectures and textual materials will be on the exams, and you are responsible for BOTH.  Attendance is mandatory if you want to pass the class.

     2)  Group work:  We will be doing several simulations this semester.  You will be playing the roles of various parties and all members are expected to contribute to the group effort.  These simulations have proved to be very useful learning tools to get across sophisticated concepts, so your active participation is required.  Attendance will be mandatory.

     3)  Films: Films will be shown during the semester.  You will be responsible for viewing them - attendance is mandatory and will be taken.  You will be writing reaction papers based on several of the films.

Grading:  1) Exams: There will be 3 exams in this class, each a combination of multiple choice and short essay.  The exams will be sequential rather than cumulative, covering both lectures, handouts and readings, and will be worth 50% of the course grade.

2) Research Paper: You will have to complete a research paper on a topic of your choice based on the course material.  It must be approved by me or you may suffer the consequences.  It will be from 6-8 pages in length (text) and will count for 20% of the course grade.  You can substitute one of the Service Learning Projects as an alternative to the Research Paper.  At present these include: (a) State Archives database project [either photos, land information or immigration data]; (b) State Historic Sites database project; Tutoring at Kaimuki High School, or (c) Project Shine elderly immigrant tutoring.  With the Service Learning option you must complete a daily journal of your experiences and a final summation of the experience, how it reflects what you’ve learned in human geography and the impact of the service learning on you.  No paper/project results in failing the class.
3) Reaction papers: You will have to complete several reaction papers based on films or simulation results during the semester. .  Each paper will be from 1-2 pages and be your reactions to the questions posed.  Remember a reaction paper is your opinion on a topic, not a research paper.  You will not be graded on grammar and syntax.  The reaction papers are worth a total of 5% of your course grade.

4)  Class participation/Attendance:  I am trying something new this semester by dropping the required text.  While this should lower your book costs, it will also make participation essential.  You will actually probably have more reading without the text and to do well in the class you will have to not only read, but also make some attempt to apply or synthesize the material to the terms and concepts covered.  This, along with the group work, will require not only your physical attendance but also some mental effort.  This will count for 25% of your course grade.

  THERE IS NO POSSIBILITY OF EXTRA-CREDIT WORK IN THIS CLASS

Grade Weight:      Exams(3)..........50%                   
A= 90-100
D=60-69

     
Reaction papers.......……5% 


B= 80-89
F=  -60

     
Part/Attend.....…………25%                   
C= 70-79

    
Res. Paper/Serv. Learning…20%
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Aug. 
23:  Intro. to course:  Do Assessment Simulation / What is Geography?


Ass.: Read Jackson article

25:  Central concept/terms: Human geography, space, place, culture…

30:  Walking tour on Waialae Ave.—meet at stream bridge—wear cool clothing

Sept.
1:  Perception, world view, culture & Icons—how symbols motivate and mark the group

6:  Population and demographics 

8:  Migration—who, where, why?  Forces for migration—push/pull factors


13:  Language and place and ethnic identity
15:  Language, religion and ethnic identity
20:  Ritual places and religion

22:  Sacred places and geomancy / Review for exam I

27:  EXAM I

 
29:  Ethnicity, place and ethnic markers
Oct.
4:  Folk & popular culture


6: Spatial patterns to vernacular built environments


11:  Economic systems


13:  Food, production labor & K. Marx


18:  The Geography of business--Production, multinationals and space


20:  Capitalism, “free markets” and politics

25:  Work & control of labor / Review for Exam II


27:  EXAM II
Nov.
1:  The politics of NGO’s and development


3:  Development options: Tourism in Hawai`i


8:  QOL, traffic and suburbs—why you spend so much time stuck in traffic


10:  Perception, behavior and gridlock—Don’t shoot the traffic engineer
15:  Community planning in Hawaii

17:  The impacts of tourism—economic, social, environmental

22:  GAIA and systems approaches / Last Day Early Res. Paper Submittal
24-25: Thanksgiving Break

 
29:  Environmental impacts, planning and aid programs
Dec.
1: Summary / RESEARCH PAPER DUE

7:  EXAM III  12:45  (in regular room)
GE 103
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Terms for the Semester

You are expected to be familiar with the following concepts/terms and their application.  The definitions are mine, but feel free to look up other versions to help you understand the concepts.

For EXAM I:

Space: A defined area; perceptual.

Place: A space/area that has meaning, can be defined.

Region: A group of spaces linked by a common factor; perceptual

Friction of distance: Increasing distance always (?) increases costs.

Diffusion: A concept/idea brought in from somewhere else (imported).

Innovation: A concept/idea that was invented/developed at that location (in situ).

Natural landscape: The physical landscape; measurable.

Environmental determinism: The concept/theory that environment determines culture/physiology.

Cultural landscape: The perceptual landscape, human modified and identified (or ignored).

World view: The sum of one’s sense of themselves and the world around them, includes expectations, dreams, goals and sense of others.

Perception / reality: Perception is our internal filter by which we view and sense the world; Reality is the “objective/real” world that actually exists.  Note that there does not have to be any close correlation between the two in human experience.

Mental map: Perceptual maps carried mentally by people, shaped/defined by world view.

Culture: The values, attitudes, behaviors and beliefs characteristic of a group.

Society: Subset of culture, regionally specific.

Proxemics: The study of the social patterns of spatial communication (non-verbal).

Space-time geography: The study/theories of the relationships of space/time/culture

Territoriality: Space that an individual/group has perceived (at least in their minds) ownership to; based on world view; usually a strong emotional investment.

T/D/S/$: The Time/Distance/Space/Cost equation.  As time-distance increases, cost rises.  As distance increases, time or cost increases, etc.

Spatial distribution: The pattern of distribution of objects, concepts, etc. over a spatial area.

Carrying capacity: The total population of a species that can be carried permanently within a defined environment.
Renewable/non-renewable resources: Renewable resources are consumables that can be replaced by the cycle of life—paper products would be a good example.  Non-renewable resources are one-time consumption items—oil/gas for example, since it takes upwards of 10-30 million years to form.

Tragedy of the commons: Areas held in common that are not seen as owned by any group in particular, frequently subject to abuse, especially pollution, due to their ambiguous status.

Crude birth/death rates: Direct census-measured rates of birth and death, not dynamic.

Total fertility rate: Actual rates of birth rates tied to mortality rates, good for estimates on real population growth/decline.

Malthusian thesis: T. Malthus’ thesis that a species population, if not checked by natural forces, will grow exponentially till it reaches (and passes) a point of total collapse; boom-bust cycles.

Replacement level: Population birth patterns where the current rate of births matches the mortality rate.

Language: Spoken patterns of communication. Shared, dynamic, arbitrary and learned.

Lingua franca: A language that becomes adopted by native speakers of other languages so that they can communicate outside of their own language pool.  Frequently driven by ethnic/political issues.

Pidgin/Creole: A language that develops from the plantation experience and involves the pooling together of the plantation workforce languages and that of the dominant control group.  Syntactical rules are most commonly from the indigenous population.

Dialect: Regional/social class variations in a common language.

‘official’ language/ethnicity: A nation-state’s formal language, required of all residents.  Ethnic groups, especially minorities, are often speakers of other languages and are required to be bilingual.

Religion: The beliefs that explain/structure the supernatural.

Monotheism: A religious system which has at it’s conceptual center the idea of a entity with more power than any others in the religious pantheon.

Polytheism: A religious system which has at its conceptual center the idea of more than one entity with equally great power (in control) in the religious pantheon.

Universalizing/ethnic religion/secularism: Universalizing religions are ones that at the center have the concept that they have the unique insight into the supernatural (religion) and that part of their obligation/mission is to convert/educate the “unenlightened” in their path.  Ethnic religions are often based in a group’s (ethnic group) perceived past history and invokes some aspect of a time/place when that ethnic group was a powerful force.  A major form of ethnic identity for many groups.  Secularism is the replacement of traditional belief systems with one that is based on “science & economics” but at its core it is also a belief system.

EXAM II

Ethnic: A group that has been defined by the power structure in that society; often appropriates the label.  Membership is perceptual and frequently ill-defined.

Ethnocentrism: Viewing other cultures from within the context of your own.

Assimilation: An individual adaptation to a different culture/society.

Acculturation: A group adapting to a different culture/society.

Migration push/pull: The factors that motivate migration—push factors to leave, pull factors to attract.

Refugees vs migrants: Migrants are driven by economic, political or social factors, key concept is that they have a home to go back to; by contrast refugees have lost their home and often family, but want to return.

Chain migration: Migratory pattern where an individual encourages others to migrate to the same place (ball of string).

Built environment: Human-constructed parts of the cultural landscape.

Material culture: Human-modified aspects of culture, physical.

Vernacular architecture: Non-monumental, non-state (political) parts of the built environment.

Popular/world culture/global media: Aspects of culture directly influenced by technology & large-scale spatial interaction.  Professional sports, TV/media, music are all examples.

Technology: The integrated system of knowledge, skills, tools & methods developed within or used by a culture to successfully carry out purposeful & productive tasks.

Economic Tiers/sectors: 5 Tiers: 1) Primary—parts of the economy involved in making natural resources available for use or further processing; 2) Secondary—further processing of materials derived from primary activities, commodities including manufacturing, construction; 3) Tertiary—the exchange sector of the economy, bringing together consumers & products, retail-wholesale, transportation; 4) Quarternary—economic sector concerned with research, gathering/disseminating information, administration; 5) Quinary—economic sector involved with macro-level decision-making & information control.

Revenue generating/absorbing: Absorbing are aspects of the economy that absorb resources/revenue without direct return; Generating are aspects of the economy that generate resources/revenue.

Subsistence economy: System in which main goals are to provide goods/services needed to fulfill individual/family survival needs.  Population directly produces almost all the goods/services they need to satisfy their families’ way of life.  Little or no exchange outside family.

Commercial/market systems: System in which goods/services are produced for exchange in competitive markets where supply/demand determines price & availability.

Planned economy: System in which goods/services are produced for exchange based on central government dictates & quotas with price & availability determined by the government.

Modes of production: 1) hunt-gather: Generalized food collection, based on environmental availability, living within environmental constraints.


2) Horticulture: Food collection based in part on plant/animal cultivation.


3) Intensive Agriculture: Food collection based mainly on plant/animal domestication.


4) Cash Cropping: System in which domesticated animals/plants are produced in specialized form for exchange in competitive markets where supply & demand determines price & availability.

Plantation systems: Large agricultural “factory” cash-cropping systems; typically human labor-intensive & with absentee landowners.

Complementarity: The actual or potential relationship of two places/regions that each produce different goods/services for which the other has an effective demand, resulting in exchange.

Intervening opportunity: Concept that closer opportunities will materially reduce the attractiveness of interaction with more distant (even if slightly better) alternatives, linked to T/D/S/$.

Agglomeration: When related economic activities are clustered in one location, providing all with economic/infrastructure advantages (Sparks NV & Chicago, Ill).

Locational interdependence: When locational decisions are influenced by the locations chosen by competitors.

Multiplier effect: The direct-indirect consequences of change in activities, usually used in the context of indirect impacts of change.

Comparative advantage: Concept that a region/area produces the items for which it has the greatest ratio of advantage in comparison to competing areas.

Outsourcing: Producing parts/products abroad for domestic sale/use.

Transnationals: Large businesses operating in at least 2 national economies.

Fordist production: Trying to control all phases of production from raw materials to final consumed product ( and distribution).

Post-Fordist production: Specializing in one phase of production/distribution.

EXAM III

Development & underdevelopment: The process/logic of growth, expansion or realization of potential—to “improve quality of life”.  Underdeveloped are regions that do not participate fully in this process for a number of reasons.

1st-3rd world: Different levels of development: 1st= Fully developed countries, major players in the modern global economic network; 2nd= Partially developed countries, often the major centers of production for 1st world consumption but not with the fiscal resources to move into 1st world group; 3rd= Relatively undeveloped countries that act as pools of human/natural resources for other countries, without fiscal resources to improve.

Core-periphery model: Model of the spatial structure of an economic system in which underdevelopment or declining peripheral areas are defined with respect to their dependence on a dominating developed core region.

Trickle-down: The diffusion outward of the benefits of economic growth and prosperity from the power center or core area to poorer districts and people.

Technology gap: Contrast between the technology available in developed core regions and that present in peripheral areas of underdevelopment.

GNP: Gross National Product is the total value of goods & services including income received from abroad, produced by residents of a country during  specified time (usually a year).

Peasant concept: A segment of the population that works land they do not own.

Land control: Structure of land ownership.

Agricultural Revolution: The change in the volume of food production based on hybrid crops and currently genetic modification, allowing significantly higher yields per acre.

Foreign aid: When the political leadership of one country (nation-state) provides assistance ($, technical support, food, etc.) to another country.

Gender & development: Socially created distinctions between female/male & their relative acceptance and benefits derived from development.

Megalopolis: Large, sprawled urban complex created through the spread and joining of separate metropolitan areas.

City vs suburb: Urban centers versus specifically residential areas.

Primate city: A country’s leading city, disproportionately larger and functionally more complex than any other city, dominating the urban hierarchy with a  base of small towns and the absence of intermediate-sized cities.

CBD: The downtown or ‘nucleus’ of a city, where retail stores, offices, financial & cultural activities are concentrated, mass transit systems converge & land values/building densities are high.

Nationalism: A sense of unity binding the people of a nation-state together; identification with the state and acceptance of national goals.

Nation-state concept: A state whose territory is identical to that occupied by a particular ethnic group or nation.

Core areas: The heartland or nucleus of a state, containing districts of concentrated economic power, wealth, innovation and technology.

Separatism/regionalism: Groups (usually ethnically identified) that desire regional autonomy.

Geopolitics: Branch of political geography that examines national power, foreign policy & international relations as influenced by geographical aspects.

Law of the Sea: International accord which fixes (in part) control of the world’s oceans, with 3-mile autonomy limits and 200-mile sovereignty limits.

Regional unions (EU/NAFTA): Regional economic/political entities which have arisen to provide unity to their members in competing in the global economy.

NGO= Non-governmental international agency (Greenpeace, Amnesty International, etc.)

Biosphere: The thin film of air, water & earth within which we live.

Gaia concept: Concept of viewing the Earth’s biosphere as a single organism or entity.

Ecosystem: A population of organisms existing together in a small, relatively homogeneous area together with the physical environment.

Greenhouse effect: Heating of the Earth’s surface by solar energy passing through the atmosphere, usually within the context of increasing amounts of CO2 and other gasses increasing the opacity of the atmosphere, trapping heat.

Global warming: The gradually increasing annual temperatures world-wide, in large part apparently due to human pollution.

Hydrologic cycle: The natural system by which water is continuously circulated through the biosphere by evaporation, condensation and precipitation.

Deforestation: The clearing of land through total removal of forest cover.

Soil erosion: The wearing away/removal of soil by agents such as human activity, moving water, wind or ice.

Desertification: Extension of desert-like landscapes as a result of overgrazing, deforestation or other human-induced changes (or shifts in natural conditions).

Resource exploitation: The exploitation of a naturally occurring item that a population perceives to be necessary and/or useful.

Waste “disposal”: The movement of waste materials through the human population.

Futurism/forecasting: The use of various statistical and scanning techniques to develop scenarios of possible future events or issues.
