Communications 372

Feature Writing

Fall 2005, Chaminade University

Wednesdays, 5:30 – 8:20 p.m.
Instructor:

Catherine E. Toth

E-mail address:
ctoth@honoluluadvertiser.com
Class location:

Eiben Hall 115

Phone:


535-8103 (w)

Course Description

Welcome to Feature Writing. This course is designed to give you the tools and directions to write feature stories and columns for publication. The main focus of the class is to develop and hone your writing skills, from grammar and usage to style and voice.

Course Objectives

· To further develop writing skills and technique

· To experiment with different styles of writing

· To define your personal writing process, finding techniques that are best suited to your style and/or habits

· To find a voice in writing

· To discover the power of the written word

· To always remain honest, accurate, fair and balanced

· To be able to clearly and effectively discuss, verbally and in the written form, your thoughts, opinions and reactions to topics covered in class

To ask questions, to have a curious mind, to see the world differently

Texts

· Various handouts

· “The Elements of Style,” Third Edition, by William Strunk Jr. and E.B. White (recommended)

· “The Associated Press Stylebook and Libel Manual” (recommended)

· A dictionary and thesaurus

Materials

· Steno notebook for notes

· Subscription or access to either The Honolulu Advertiser or the Honolulu Star-Bulletin

· Access to resource materials, such road maps and phonebooks

· Tape recorder (if needed)

Attendance

Missing class will hurt your grade. In-class assignments cannot be made up. You will be responsible for finding out about any missed homework assignments, which should be turned in the following class. No late work will be accepted.

Rewrites

Every story, except for designated projects, can be rewritten. An average of the first draft plus the rewrite results in the grade for the assignment. There can be only one rewrite per assignment. If the rewrite is worse, the first grade given will be counted. Rewrites are due within the week the assignment was handed back.

Academic Integrity

Fabrication, plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated. Identify yourself properly to news sources as a Chaminade University student. Collaboration on individual assignments or extensive rewriting done by a classmate will be considered cheating. Lifting information from the Internet without attribution is considered plagiarism.

Assignments

· In-class Assignments: There will be work to do in class everyday to develop your journalistic writing skills. Assignments will vary from short exercises to group work to freewriting. Selected assignments will be collected and graded.

· Thinking Reporter Observations (TRO): Thoughtful essays on assigned topics that force you to think and react as a reporter and/or reader

· Major Assignments: Essay, profile, review column, final project

Grading

All assignments will be graded on a points basis. Criteria for earning points will be explained later.

Schedule of Activities

8/24:
Review syllabus, overview of class, introduction of feature writing

Introduction to journalism: what is news, structure of a newspaper, objectivity vs. subjectivity, importance of grammar and AP Style, basic elements of a news story.

In-class:
Freewrite, discussion of feature writing

Assignment:
1) Read assigned magazine for discussion

2) Find (1) newspaper feature story and (1) magazine feature story and compare the two.

8/31:
Styles of feature writing, basic elements of a feature story

In-class:
Freewrite, observation exercise, discussion on assigned magazines

Assignment:
1) Compare assigned magazine with its competitors, focusing on both differences and similarities in everything from cover design to advertisements to content/editorial.


2) TRO1: Invent your own magazine. Who would your audience be? What would be the focus of your editorial content? Who would you solicit advertising from? Write your mag’s mission statement.


3) Describe a place/person in about 100-300 words

9/7:
NO CLASS

9/14:
Magazine vs. newspaper, story ideas, interviewing techniques, different feature writing approaches, feature ledes, discussion on essays

In-class:
Discussion on interviewing, essays



Assignment:
1) ESSAY DUE 9/21 (two weeks)




2) Feature writing exercise: New Yorker brief

3) TRO2: Interview someone you know and dig out a personal anecdote that captures who they are. In less than 500 words, write that short story, making sure to identify the person interviewed.

9/21:

Anecdotes, personal voice/style

In-class:
Discussion on anecdotes and style, discussion on assigned magazines, interview exercise, lede writing exercise

Assignment:
1) Work on ESSAY


2) Feature lede writing exercise


3) Take description exercise and rewrite it

9/28:

A1: ESSAY DUE


Description, tone and voice



In-class:
Description exercise

Assignment:
1) Find (1) feature story (newspaper or magazine) that utilizes effective description


2) List of (3) possible profile subjects

10/5:

More on description, importance of setting and place



Focus on grammar, accuracy and fairness



Introduction to profiles



In-class:
Freewrite, discussion on setting in feature stories

Assignment:
1) TRO3: Critique feature stories and discuss what you like and don’t like. Do these stories employ effective description, tone, voice, setting?

10/12:

Profile writing



GUEST SPEAKER: TBA

In-class:
Discussion on profiles, what people want to read, what makes a feature story interesting

Assignment:
1) PROFILE DUE 10/26 (two weeks)

10/19:

RESEARCH DAY FOR PROFILE

10/26:
Various specialties of feature writing: travel writing, music/entertainment/arts. food, religion, review, columns

In-class:
Freewrite, writing assignment

Assignment:
1) TRO4: Critique various reviews



2) Review assigned event: 500 words



3) Brainstorm topics for REVIEW story

11/2:

Reviews and column writing, balance of opinion and fact



GUEST SPEAKER: TBA



In-class:
Quick review mock event



Assignment:
1) REVIEW DUE 11/9
11/9:

A3: REVIEW DUE


Column writing



GUEST SPEAKER: TBA



In-class:
Freewrite, column exercise



Assignment:
1) TRO5: Critique columns

2) Brainstorm at least (3) topics for COLUMN due 11/23 (two weeks)
11/16:

More column writing, travel writing



GUEST SPEAKER: TBA



In-class:
Discussion on traveling writing



Assignment:
1) Work on COLUMN





2) Notes on neighborhood for travel story

11/23:

A4: COLUMN DUE


Travel writing, story structure, writing techniques



In-class:
Write travel story on neighborhood: 500-800 words



Assignment:
1) TRO6: Favorite kind of feature writing and why.





2) Start on FINAL PROJECT due 12/14
11/30:

Business of writing, freelancing

In-class:
Discussion on careers in feature writing, research on possible publications to write for with possible stories to pitch

Assignment:
1) List of (5) publications with specific stories you want to write with three-line description

12/7:

More on freelance, resume and query letters



GUEST SPEAKER: TBA



In-class:
Discussion on freelance as a career



Assignment:
1) Work on FINAL PROJECT

12/14:

LAST DAY OF INSTRUCTION



A5: FINAL PROJECT DUE

Syllabus subject to change.

