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Deviance

Course Description:  Catalog description: Theories of deviance and the study of specific types of crime and typical forms of deviant behavior. The course will introduce the student to the nature of deviance, as witnessed as specific behavior, from the various theoretical traditions found in sociology.  The student will study specific types of deviant situations and behaviors, from the point of view of competing theories.  The merits of each theory, with respect to informing understanding of the behavior as deviant, will be discussed.  Projects and readings, with paper assignments, will be made to provide exposure to some of these situations and behaviors, with the opportunity for the student to apply theory in attempting to understand the phenomenon.

Program Student Learning Outcomes

The student will demonstrate an understanding of :

1)  The scientific method and its application in the field of sociology

The skills and competencies in this area are conveyed to the student in the research-oriented courses, SO317, AN/SO487, and AN/SO498. Most major courses in Anthropology, Sociology, and Psychology also touch on scientific studies in the respective substantive areas.

2)  The diversity of peoples and cultures

The student is exposed to the socio-cultural diversity of our world, past and present, in the courses, AN200, SO200, AN357, AN360, SO331, and SO401.

3)  The socio-cultural and socio-psychological contexts of human behavior.

The student is exposed to these contexts, within which human behavior is influenced, most specifically in the courses, COM310, SO 311, SO407, PSY202 or 304 or 642, PSY322, and PSY411.  

4) Other ways of seeing and understanding the world.  

The student is exposed to the distinct world-views of peoples of diverse cultural backgrounds, which represent unique constructions of social reality and explanations of those realities, in the courses, AN/SO302, AN357, AN360, and SO331.

5)  The relationship between self-examination and the nature of the group and of group dynamics.

The student is exposed to self-inspection principles and processes and the role of the individual in the group and group dynamics in the courses, PSY322, PSY411, SO320, and SO407.

Course Outcomes:  The student learning outcomes are:

1) a basic understanding of the nature of deviance from the sociological perspective;

2) a familiarity with the different social theories, and

3) the ability to apply theory to the study of deviance and deviant behavior; 

4) a knowledge of the different types of deviant behavior;

5) a knowledge of the socioeconomic and cultural correlates of deviance.

These student learning outcomes will be assessed throughout the course of the course, and, in particular, at the end of the semester, through the assignments, paper, quiz, and exams.

Student Evaluation:  The student will be evaluated through several means.  There will be one quiz, two exams (a midterm and a final), which will make up one third of the total number of points a student can earn in the course.  Assignments (projects and outside readings, with short, descriptive and/or reflective papers) will make up one third of the student’s evaluation.  The final third of the student’s grade is based upon the student’s term paper which will require the application of a social theory to a particular deviant behavior pattern through actual research conducted by the student (not to be confused with library research only).

Q(5%)+MT(15%)+F(15%)+3 reaction papers(30%)+Term Paper(35%) = 100%

A = 90%+; B = 80-89%; C = 70-79%; D = 60-69%; F = X < 60%

Text:

Clinard & Meier.  (2004). Sociology of Deviant Behavior, 12th ed.  Harcourt College Publishers.

Paper Requirements:  The paper assignments will be typed, double-spaced, 10 to 12-point font size.  Papers are expected to present your (1) reflections on the assigned project (e.g., field observations of deviant behavior) or outside readings, with respect to your understanding of the deviant behavior or situation, (2) why you feel it is deviant based on the course material, and (3) which theory best explains the deviance and how.  Papers are expected to be 4 to 6 pages in length.

Your term paper is expected to present a discussion of a deviant behavior pattern and a theory that is applied to explain that pattern.  An actual research study will be conducted by you and a test of the theory will be shown through the analysis of the data gathered.  The paper is to be written in APA format and should be 10 to 15 pages in length, appendexes and references pages included.

Norms of the classroom:  

1. All electronic devices off and out of sight.

2. Attention in class will be on course material.

Sleeping, eating, studying or writing papers for another class are prohibited.

3. Papers are to be handed in class on the date due, unless handed in early.

(“No late papers,” is implied.)

4. Missed quiz/test must be made up before the next class meeting.

5. Respect each other in your learning experiences in this class.

6. More than 4 unexcused absences could result in as much as a grade reduction.

Acceptable excuses would be illness, flight delays, hospitalization or other forms of incarceration, accidents.  Notification of such must be received prior to the class period.

7. ______________________________________________________________

Violations of these norms will be labeled deviance.  Social control measures will be applied.

Outline:  (Tentative)

Week 1

Introduction to the course, to deviance as a concept  Ch. 1


&

Deviance and social control   Ch. 2

Week 2
Field project:  

Assignment 1

Pick a site where you think deviance occurs.  Do some non-participatory observation for about 2 to 4 hours (one sitting or several).  Write field notes and write a paper based on these notes regarding the description of the deviant behavior (who, how, how often, others involved, etc.) and why you feel this is deviance, in relation to what you learned in Chapters 1 and 2.

Week 3

The social context of deviance   Ch. 3




9/5  Labor Day    No Classes
9/9  Assignment 1 papers are due and short presentations and discussions about them.

Week 4

Becoming deviant  Ch. 4




9/12 Quiz on Chapters 1 – 3




Reading:  H.S. Becker.  Becoming A Marihuana User

Week 5

Anomie and conflict theories of deviance   Ch. 5

9/19  Assignment 2 is due.  Briefly describe the steps that Becker outlines as the process anyone goes through to become a user of something, like an illicit drug.  Find someone who consumes alcohol (beer, wine, etc.) and interview him/her on how he/she “learned” to drink such beverage.  Record that learning process.

Week 6

Labeling, control, and learning theories of deviance  Ch. 6  

Reading:  H.S. Becker.  Outsiders

Week 7

White-collar and corporate crime    Ch. 9

10/3  Assignment 2 is due.  Paper based on the application of the Becker’s labeling process to an experience that involved you as the labeler or as the labeled.  Show how Becker’s points applies to your experience.  

Week 8 
Ch 9 Continued   Midterm review




10/10   Discoverers’ Day   No Classes

10/14   Midterm Essay Exam

(Chapters 1-6, 9 & lecture material)

Week 9

Drug use and addiction    Ch. 10
Week 10
Drunkenness and alcoholism     Ch. 11



10/28  Progress on term papers—research methods?

Week 11
Sexual deviance    Ch. 12
Week 12
Suicide     Ch. 13


Week 13
Homosexuality and homophobia      Ch. 15

Week 14  
Ch. 15 Continued.  Research paper assignment.




11/21 – 23




11/24 – 25  Thanksgiving

Week 15
Mental disorders     Ch. 16




12/2  Due: Term paper

Tuesday, December 6    Final Exam

Chapters 10-13, 15, 16 & lecture material





    10:30 to 12:30  p.m.





    BS102

