RE 610: Introduction to the Old Testament

Chaminade University - Master of Pastoral Theology

Fall 2005: On-Line

Syllabus
Instructor: Regina Pfeiffer

Email address: rpfeiffe@chaminade.edu
Office phone: 739-8536

Course description 

This course presents an overview of the major texts and themes in the Old Testament with a focus on the themes of covenant, election and salvation. While it will invite the students to explore the Old Testament from a Christian perspective, it will challenge them to understand it in its original context.

Required texts

Bible in one of the following versions: New American Bible, New Revised Standard Version with Apocrypha, New Jerusalem Bible, New King James Version with Apocrypha 

Your Bible must have the books known as the Deutero-Canonical or Apocrypha.

Bernhard Anderson. Understanding the Old Testament, Abridged Fourth Edition. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall, 1998.

Mary Mills. Images of God in the Old Testament. Collegeville, MN: The Liturgical Press, 1998.

Course Goal and Objectives

The goal of this course is to provide the student with a foundational understanding of the Old Testament in its original context and its application for the contemporary Church community. 

Students will be able to:

· Differentiate among the various literary genres found in the Old Testament;

· Identify key themes prevalent in the Old Testament;

· covenant

· salvation and liberation

· God’s relationship with Israel

· Explain how these themes are expressed in the various literary genres;

· Apply the Scripture to personal and ministerial life.

Course Requirements

· Complete all assigned readings and written responses;

· Written responses will consist of essays and on-line discussions.

· Participate in on-line discussions, posting at least three times a week;

· Complete a term project of your choice. Potential topics are listed at the end of the syllabus.

The three parts – discussion board, assignments and term project – are worth 1/3 each of the total grade.  Reflective and critical understanding is part of the overall assessment of your work. You should provide examples to support your statements when necessary or cite the readings.
Course Format
One of the difficulties of an on-line course is that there is no synchronous interaction among participants in the course. The instructor cannot provide material in the standard lecture format nor can students receive answers to questions quickly. It is a new style of learning for most of us, unless you have participated in an external course format, which has similar limitations. Despite these limitations, and in some ways because of it, the responsibility for learning shifts from the instructor to the student. You will need to engage more with the texts as your instructor and with me as a facilitator in your learning process.

With this in mind, let us use the technology to enhance this learning process so that you can have the full benefit of texts, on-line components and instructor’s background.

You will need to access the following parts of the web site.

· Syllabus

· Student home page

· Contents

· Discussion board

· Quizzes for pre-term and post-term assessments.

Syllabus

All assignments are listed on the Syllabus page. 

You are required to post your responses on the discussion page. You should access the discussion board at least three times weekly. Other assignments will be sent to the instructor using WebCt e-mail.

On the Student home page – post the following information

What do you hope to learn through this course?

What is one of your favorite passages or stories in the Old Testament? Why?

What is one of the passages or stories in the Old Testament with which you have difficulty and why?

Contents page 

contains additional instructional material. Refer to it frequently. I will post pages throughout the term. If you have a particular question in regards to the readings, send it to my email so that I can place my response either on the discussion board or the contents page.

The Discussion Board is the place where we meet as a class. Check it frequently to read and respond to each other’s postings. You will need to answer and discuss questions listed under Discussion Board on syllabus.

Final Assignment – Select one of the following for a term project. You will submit your final paper via e-mail to your instructor. You may need to do additional research, depending on the topic of your choice. Make certain your final paper includes proper citations and bibliography, using either in-text (with works cited), footnotes or endnotes.

1. Select one of the minor prophets, such as Amos, Hosea, Malachi. What is the prophet’s mission and what is the major theme overall? What is expected of the people as a result of his prophecy? How does it apply to us today?

You will need to include: 

What is an estimated date of writing?

To whom – northern or southern kingdom?

Under what circumstances is the prophet speaking/writing?

Does the prophet include a “call narrative?” Describe it. 

What is the major problem the prophet is discussing?

2. Using the psalms as a basis, create either a reconciliation prayer service for Lent using one of the penitential psalms or a Thanksgiving prayer service using one of the psalms of thanksgiving. The prayer service should consist of a gathering, scripture readings (both Old and New Testament are acceptable) and petitionary prayer. (You may follow the format of Morning or Evening prayer as a sample or other liturgical format. You may need to do some research on preparing prayer services). You can prepare a prayer service for use in a parish, school, or other context. You should identify the context in which the prayer service would be used.
3. Read either Job or Ecclesiastes in its entirety. Both can be described as pessimistic. Describe the overall theme of the text. How does it understand the meaning of life? If God and the covenant is one overall theme of the Old Testament, how does the text reflect and understand that relationship? 
4. Prepare a presentation or a sample-session bible study on one of the following topics:

· The meaning of the Exodus event;

· The Old Testament covenant for Christians;

· The prayer life of the psalms;

· Speaking of Sophia;

· Women in the Old Testament; or
· One that interests you with approval from instructor.
Your presentation or study should last about 2-3 hours. You should identify the context, (parish or school or Church), the audience (adult, youth, children), and an outline or syllabus. You should indicate format and the reason for selecting it. Format includes lecture only, lecture with discussion, retreat experience, or other methodology. It should be useful for your audience or group. If it is lecture format, then include the lecture. If it is lecture and discussion, include discussion questions. It should be detailed enough so that you can use it in the immediate future. You should include your resources and a bibliography. The texts you are reading are not sufficient material but only introduce you to the topics.
5. You can select an idea of your choice but you must ask the instructor for approval.

Course Schedule

Week one – The Beginnings

	Readings
	Discussion Board 

	Read

Old Testament 

Genesis 1-3, 6-8, 12-17, 25, 27, 37-50

Exodus: Chapters 1-15
--------------------------

Anderson, chapters 1 and 2

-------------------------

Mills, chapters 1-2
	1. Why is studying the Old Testament important for Christians?

2. Select one of the chapters in Mills’ text. Discuss your reaction to what she writes. 

There is no assignment to be emailed to the instructor this week.


Week Two - Covenant

	Readings
	Discussion Board 

	Read

Old Testament

Gn 9:8-17, 

Gn 15:9-20, 

Gn. 17:1-14, 

Ex 19, 

Ps 89:1-5, 20-53; 

Ps 105:1-15, 

Ps 106:1-10, 

2 Sam 7 (entire chapter)

Anderson, chapters 3 and 4, pages 208-212

------------------------

Mills, chapter 3
	Note that covenant stories are either conditional or unconditional and are made with an individual or the people. 

1. Why do you think these stories are significant for the Jewish community? 

2. What importance do these stories have for Christians? 

E-mail assignment

Send your response to the instructor via WebCT e-mail. 

Select one of the choices below. 

Choice 1. Select one of the covenant stories listed in Genesis. With whom does God make the covenant? Is the covenant conditional or unconditional? If conditional, what is the condition? What does God promise?

Choice 2. Compare and contrast the two creation stories in Genesis, Gn. 1:1-2:4, 2:5-3:24. In what way are they similar? How are they different? What is the image of God in each? 

If the priestly tradition is concerned with proper ritual and Sabbath, which of the two stories do you think is part of the priestly tradition? Why?


Week Three – Covenant and Law

	Readings
	Discussion Board 

	Old Testament

Decalogue: 

Ex 20:2-17; 

Dt 5:6-21

Code of the Covenant: 

Ex 20:22—23:19

Ritual Decalogue: Ex 34:14-26

Law of Holiness: 

Lv 17—26

Deuteronomic Code: Dt 12—26

---------------------------------------

Mills, chapter 4 and 5
	One major issue for early Christians was how stringent followers of Jesus were to follow the codes. (See Acts of the Apostles: 15) How might the heart of the law code apply to Christians?

Which image of God that Mills discusses has had the greatest impact on your understanding of the Old Testament?

Email assignment

Send your response to the following to the instructor via WebCT email.

Answer one of the following:

1. Select one of the law codes. What is the image of God in that code? Support your answer with examples.

2. What are the purposes of these law codes and how do they reflect the covenantal relationship between God and the people?


Week Four – The Formation of the Israelite Community
	Readings
	Discussion Board 

	Old Testament: See the bottom of pages 137 and 164 for biblical reading assignments.

Anderson, chapters 5 and 6


	It is said that Genesis is a prelude to the heart of the Israelite paradigm, the Exodus event. What purpose does Genesis serve in forming the exodus event? 

There is no assignment to be emailed to the instructor this week.


Week Five: The Tribes Become a Nation
	Readings
	Discussion Board 

	See the bottom of Chapter 7 for the Old Testament readings.

Anderson, Chapter seven
	What impact did becoming a nation like others have on the identity of the chosen people of God? In what way does it change or affirm the covenantal relationship? 

There is no assignment to be emailed to the instructor this week.


Week Six: Prophetic Tradition

	Readings
	Discussion Board 

	Old Testament, check the bottom of each chapter’s first page for the biblical readings

Week six: Chapters 8, 9, 10


	When you hear the word, “prophet,” what comes to your mind?
What was the purpose of the prophets in the Israelite tradition? 
There is no assignment to be emailed to the instructor this week.


Week Seven: Prophetic Tradition

	Readings
	Discussion Board 

	Old Testament, check the bottom of each chapter’s first page for the biblical readings

Week seven: Chapters 11, 12

----------------------------------------

Mills, Section B


	In what way does the message of the prophets speak to Christians today?

For Mills text, each person will select one of the chapters and share what they learned about the image of God in that chapter.

Email assignment

Send your response to the following to the instructor via WebCT email.

Compare and contrast a description of the call narrative of one of the earlier prophets (Amos, Hosea, Micah) with that of either Jeremiah or Ezekiel. 


Week Eight: The Restoration and Renewal of the Covenant

	Readings
	Discussion Board 

	Biblical passages as indicated at the bottom of each chapter’s first page.

Chapters 13, 14, 15


	What effect did the Babylonian captivity have on the Israelite understanding of the covenant? 

How did it help to reshape its identity as a chosen people?
There is no assignment to be emailed to the instructor this week.


Week Nine: Praises and Wisdom of Israel

	Readings
	Discussion Board 

	Biblical passages as indicated at the bottom of each chapter’s first page.

Chapters 16 and 17

------------------------------------------

Mills, Section C


	Select a psalm of your choice. What is the image of God in the psalm?
For Mills text, each person will select one of the chapters and share what they learned about the image of God in that chapter.

There is no assignment to be emailed to the instructor this week.


Week Ten: Israel – An on-going story 

	Readings
	Discussion Board 

	Biblical passages as indicated at the bottom of Chapter 18’s first page.

Chapter 18.
	In what way has the study of the Old Testament assisted you? What would you like to study more?
There is no assignment to be emailed to the instructor this week.


[image: image1.png]



1

RE 610 Syllabus Fall 05

