Chaminade University

HIST 201 ― United States History through the Civil War
Fall 2005
5:30 Fridays at Tripler
Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it.

--George Santayana (1863 - 1952), The Life of Reason, Volume 1, 1905
Jennifer Tope
Phone:  303-353-7765 or 282-9629 PLEASE DO NOT CALL AFTER 8:00 PM

Email: jenanneday@hotmail.com
Office hours:  By appointment 

Required Textbook:  The American People: Creating a Nation and a Society, Volume 1: To 1877, Brief Fifth Edition by Gary Nash, et al.
Chaminade Course Description: Starting with the convergence of European, African and Native American cultures in the sixteenth century, this course studies the multicultural history of the United States through its Civil War. It focuses on the lives, work and service of Thomas Jefferson, Tecumseh, Harriet Tubman and other individuals who made meaningful impacts on the moral and ethical development of the nation. Along with historical knowledge, the course emphasizes the development of reading, writing, speaking, cognitive and collaborative skills crucial to success in college and beyond. 
Course Objectives:  To gain general knowledge of United States history.  To improve writing and analytical skills through the study of history.  
Evaluation:  

25%
Final Exam

25%
Mid-term Exam

25%
4-5 page paper

20%
Quizzes 
5%
Attendance and participation

(PLEASE NOTE—In general, 2% off your final grade for the first two classes missed; after the first two, 5% off for each class missed—bonus points for not missing class.  Class attendance is very important—most students will find it impossible to do well in this class without regular attendance and participation.  If you miss class, you are still responsible for the material or any announcements.  It is your responsibility to contact the professor if you would like to know what you may have missed in class.)

Papers:  The paper topic may be chosen by the student, but the paper must be on a subject dealing with U.S. history up through Reconstruction.  You must have your paper topic approved by the instructor.  (This is for the student’s benefit—nearly all topics are approved.)  The paper must have at least three sources, of which two must be a book or scholarly article.   If you have never written a college level paper, and do not know how to properly cite sources, etc. you are strongly encouraged to ask the professor for guidance.  Paper must have standard margins, standard 12 point font and be double spaced.  More information and guidance will be given in class.  If you miss class when the instructor gives further details on the paper, the instructor is not responsible.    Students have the option of turning in a draft of their paper on November 18 and have the instructor critique it before turning in the final draft.  
Students found to have committed plagiarism (or cheating in other ways) will be given a zero on the paper and could be subject to further disciplinary action.

Course outline and required readings:
Class 1-October 7

Introduction to the class

Chapters 1-3

Three Worlds Meet; Colonizing a Continent; Mastering a New World
Class 2-October 14
Chapters 4-5

The Maturing of Colonial Society; Bursting the Colonial Bonds
Class 3-October 21

Quiz

Chapters 5-6

Bursting the Colonial Bonds; A People in Revolution
Class 4-October 28

Chapter 7-8

Consolidating the Revolution; Creating a Nation
Class 5-November 4

MID-TERM EXAM


Chapter 9


Society and Politics in the Early Republic
Class 6-November 11 (Veteran’s Day)


Chapter 10-11

Currents of Change in the Northeast and Old Northwest; Slavery and the Old South
Class 7-November 18

Chapters 12-13


Shaping America in the Antebellum Age; Moving West

DRAFT OF PAPER DUE IF YOU WOULD LIKE THE INSTRUCTOR TO 
CRITIQUE
Class 8-November 25

Quiz

Chapter 14-15

The Union in Peril; The Union Severed
Class 9-December 2

Chapter 15-16

The Union Severed; The Civil War; Reconstruction

FINAL PAPER DUE

Class 10-December 10

FINAL EXAM
