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Course Information
Course Description: 

This course explores the evolution of the Chinese state from the late imperial era to the present. The first half of the course focuses on history, and outlines the main phases in the transformation of China from declining regional hegemon and victim of foreign imperialism to economically dynamic communist dictatorship and influential player (by some accounts, imminent “X factor”) in global politics. The second half of the course considers contemporary Chinese politics, and covers such issues as the nature and structure of the communist party, government organization, economic development, the environment, culture, and Taiwan. In light of China’s increasingly important role in regional and world affairs, the course places special emphasis on the foreign policy of the People’s Republic.

Course Objectives/Competencies: 





The primary objective of this course is to help students achieve a respectable understanding of China’s history in the modern era and the nature of its politics, economy, society, and culture at present. Moreover, upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
! 
describe and evaluate Chinese experiences under foreign tutelage and the rise of nationalist movements;

! 
distinguish among and describe philosophical and ideological traditions and value systems and explain their roles in helping and hindering the development of the Chinese state;

! 
describe the evolution and assess the sources of strength of the communist movement;

! 
analyze patterns of contact and exchange, conflict and accommodation with foreign nations and interpret their impact;

! 
identify and demonstrate an understanding of major events, issues, and concepts that have served to condition the Chinese identity.

Required Texts (available at the campus bookstore): 
! 
Kenneth Lieberthal, Governing China: From Revolution through Reform
! 
Yong Deng & Fei-Ling Wang (eds.), China Rising: Power and Motivation in Chinese Foreign Policy
! 
Barry Buzan & Rosemary Foot (eds.), Does China Matter?: A Reassessment
! 
Carola McGiffert (ed.), China in the American Political Imagination
Grading: 

Requirements include eleven (11) reading/writing assignments, one (1) midterm examination, one (1) final examination, one (1) research paper, and consistent class participation. Students are graded on a 500-point scale, with the following distribution:

! 
Reading/Writing Assignments:
110 points (11 X 10 points)

! 
Midterm Examination:

100 points

! 
Final Examination:


100 points



! 
Research Paper:


150 points

! 
Class Participation:


40 points

Final Grade: 
Final grades are determined by the overall accumulation of points, according to the following scale:

! 
A = 450-500 points

! 
B = 400-449 points

! 
C = 350-399 points

! 
D = 300-349 points




! 
F = 299 points or less

Reading/Writing Assignments:
Students must produce eleven (11) papers based on assigned readings from the required texts. Each paper must include three sections: a summary of the main points presented in the assigned reading(s), a critical analysis of those points, and questions for discussion. Each section should be clearly identified as “Summary,” “Critique,” or “Questions.”  Papers must be no less than two (2) pages in length (typed, double-spaced, 12-point font, 1" margins on all sides).  Readings and due dates are listed in the Course Schedule.  Because they will serve as basis for class discussions, assignments must be completed in a timely manner.  Overdue assignments will receive partial credit only.  The instructor will not accept assignments submitted electronically (i.e., via e-mail).

Examinations: 

Examinations are based on class lectures and supplemental readings.  Each examination consists of two sections: identification and essay. The midterm examination is on 11 October; the final examination is on 6 December.

Research Paper: 
Students will produce one (1) research paper on any aspect of modern Chinese history or politics, pending approval of their topic by the instructor. This paper must be eight (8) to ten (10) pages in length (typed, double-spaced, 12-point font, 1" margins on all sides). It must include an introduction, footnotes or endnotes, and a bibliography. Specific guidelines are attached, and a sample paper is available from the instructor.

Class Participation: 
Students are expected to actively participate in the class. Participation includes asking and answering questions during sessions. More significantly, participation consists of getting involved in class discussions, one of the cornerstones of this course. It is thus essential that students perform all assigned readings in a timely manner.

Attendance: 
Students must attend class in order to pass this course. Students will be penalized one letter grade for every two unexcused absences. Students who do not attend class consistently (i.e., are absent for more than four sessions) as well as students who are persistently late will fail the course.
Plagiarism:

Plagiarism is the submission of the work of another as one’s own. It is a serious offense, any incidence of which will result in dismissal from the course, a grade of “F” for the course, and possible suspension from the University. Plagiarism, according to the Chaminade University of Honolulu Policy Manual, includes but is not limited to “complete or partial copying directly from a written published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author”; “paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment”; and “submitting as one’s own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, Internet information, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual.” Submission of the same written or oral material in more than one course without obtaining prior authorization from the instructors concerned is also prohibited.

Troubleshooting: 
Students are encouraged to meet with the instructor if struggling with the course material or to discuss any other issue of relevance.

Class Cancellation: 
In case the instructor is delayed, students are required to wait fifteen (15) minutes after the scheduled start of class; thereafter, they are free to leave.

Etiquette: 

No food is allowed in the classroom. Furthermore, students need be aware that cellular phones must be turned off during class.





Course Schedule
(readings in parentheses are supplemental)  

The following abbreviations are used in lieu of complete titles: 

GC
=
Governing China: From Revolution through Reform
CR
=
China Rising: Power and Motivation in Chinese Foreign Policy

DCM
=
Does China Matter?: A Reassessment
CAPI
=
China in the American Political Imagination
! 
Week 1 (23 August): Introduction: Pre-Modern China (GC, Ch. 1, pp. 3-20)

! 
Week 2 (30 August): Qing China & Foreign Intervention (GC, Ch. 1, pp. 20-26)

" 
Assignment 1 due: CAPI, Parts I, II, & III

! 
Week 3 (6 September): Republican China (GC, Ch. 2) 

" 
Assignment 2 due: CAPI, Parts IV & V

! 
Week 4 (13 September): Mao Zedong Thought & Revolution (GC, Ch. 3)

" 
Assignment 3 due: DCM, Chs. 2, 3, & 4

! 
Week 5 (20 September): China Under Mao (GC, Ch. 4) 
" 
Research proposal & tentative bibliography due

! 
Week 6 (27 September): Film Presentation: To Live
" 
Assignment 4 due: DCM, Chs. 5 & 8

! 
Week 7 (4 October): China After Mao (GC, Ch. 5)

" 
Assignment 5 due: DCM, Chs. 6 & 10

" 
Review session

! 
Week 8 (11 October): Midterm Examination
! 
Week 9 (18 October): Party & Government I (GC, Ch. 6)
" 
Assignment 6 due: CR, Ch. 3

! 
Week 10 (25 October): Party & Government II (GC, Ch. 7)

" 
Assignment 7 due: CR, Ch. 5

! 
Week 11 (1 November): Economic Development (GC, Ch. 8)

" 
Assignment 8 due: CR, Ch. 6

! 
Week 12 (8 November): Environmental Issues (GC, Ch. 9) 

" 
First draft of research paper due

! 
Week 13 (15 November): Film Presentation: Ermo
" 
Assignment 9 due: CR, Ch. 8

! 
Week 14 (22 November): Human Rights & Taiwan (GC, Chs. 10 & 11)

" 
Assignment 10 due: CR, Ch. 9

! 
Week 15 (29 November): Conclusion: Does China Matter?
" 
Assignment 11 due: CR, Ch. 10

! 
Week 16: (6 December): Final Examination
" 
Final paper due

Research Paper Guidelines
The research paper is worth 150 points, according to the following distribution:

! 
Research proposal & tentative bibliography:
25 points (due 20 September)

! 
First draft:





25 points (8 November)

! 
Final paper:





100 points (6 December)

Failure to submit the proposal and bibliography will result in a loss of 25 points for the paper grade; failure to submit the first draft will result in the loss of 25 points for the paper grade. The final paper must include a title page, an introduction, a well-developed core, a conclusion, footnotes or endnotes, as well as a bibliography. The final draft must be no less than eight (8) pages in length (typed, double-spaced, 12-point font, 1" margins on all sides), excluding bibliography and title page. Works submitted late will be subject to penalty.

STEP 1: Select a Topic
Drawing from your knowledge and experiences, select a topic that pertains to one aspect of modern Chinese history, politics, or culture. This topic should not be too broad nor too narrow; each student is strongly encouraged to consult with the instructor as they seek a focus for their paper.

STEP 2: Find Appropriate Sources
A paper is only as good as the sources on which it is based. An effort substantiated by poor sources will be without value, no matter how outstanding the prose. Conversely, an effort corroborated by reliable sources has the potential to be recognized as excellent despite the fact that the writing is not commendable. Therefore, it is crucial that students, after having selected a topic, find and access the most recent and credible sources relating to that topic. Scholarly books and articles are reliable sources; the Internet is less so. Accordingly, students should check with the instructor if they plan on incorporating sources drawn from the Internet into their research.

STEP 3: Produce a Research Proposal and a Tentative Bibliography (25 points)
Having found a focus for their research and considered available sources, students are to submit a one (1) page (typed, double-spaced, 12-point font, 1" margins on all sides) research proposal explaining the nature of their project. Along with their proposal, students must submit a tentative bibliography listing no less than five suitable sources relevant to their research topic. Due date for submission of research proposal and tentative bibliography is 20 September.

STEP 4: Read and Take Notes
Once you have collected a satisfactory amount of materials, start reading. As you do so, write down those pieces of information you consider of relevance to your project. Because you will need to reference all citations and quotations in your paper, always include the page number and source of the information in your notes.

STEP 5: Develop a Thesis
As you conduct your research, you will inevitably develop your own understanding of the topic. This interpretation of the topic should become your thesis. This thesis should help you navigate through the rest of the information at your disposal and guide you through your research.

STEP 6: Produce a First Draft (25 points)
Having completed the research process, start writing the actual paper. First, organize your notes in such a way that your thesis may be effectively conveyed. Then, start writing, keeping in mind that as you present basic facts, you also want to convince the reader of the legitimacy of your interpretation. Thus, your paper will not only provide useful information, but also offer an interpretation that is potentially fresh and unique. To show evidence of progress, students must submit a first draft of their paper no later than 8 November. This first draft must be no less than four (4) full pages in length (typed, double-spaced, 12-point font, 1" margins on all sides).

STEP 7: Submit the Final Draft (100 points)
Upon completion of their research and following an exhaustive proofreading of the final draft, students will submit their paper. In addition to a hardcopy of their paper, students must also submit an electronic version. Due date for submission of the final paper (hardcopy and electronic version) is 6 December.

Instructor: Pierre Asselin, Ph.D.Office: Henry 206C


Telephone: 739-8530 E-mail: passelin@chaminade.edu


Office hours: T & Th: 9:30-11:30; or by appointment	










