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Course Information
Course Description: 

This course introduces students to the most relevant themes in the discipline of international relations. It considers the history and principal theories of international relations, as well as the systems, processes, and actors that condition world politics and their contending conceptualizations.

Course Objectives/Competencies: 





The primary aim of this course is to help students forge a better understanding of the ideas and other forces that shape relationships among nations. Moreover, upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

! 
outline the history of international relations in the modern era;

! 
describe the main theories of international relations;

! 
distinguish among and describe the motives and forces that shape relationships among nations;

! 
describe the main perspectives on the nature of the international system and the role of the state within that system;

! 
describe the impact of non-state actors (i.e., the United Nations, non-governmental organizations, and individuals) on the conduct of international relations;

! 
describe the causes of as well as various theories on war;

! 
discuss the impact of such issues as international law, human rights, the environment, and globalization on the international system.

Required Texts (available at the campus bookstore): 
! 
Karen Mingst, Essentials of International Relations (3rd edition)

! 
Foreign Affairs custom textbook 


Grading: 

Requirements include twelve (12) reading/writing assignments, one (1) midterm examination, one (1) final examination, and consistent class participation. Students are graded on a 500-point scale, with the following distribution:

! 
Reading/Writing Assignments:
240 points (12 X 20 points)

! 
Midterm Examination:

100 points

! 
Final Examination:


100 points

! 
Class Participation:


60 points

Final Grade: 
Final grades are determined by the overall accumulation of points, according to the following scale:

! 
A = 450-500 points

! 
B = 400-449 points

! 
C = 350-399 points

! 
D = 300-349 points




! 
F = 299 points or less

Reading/Writing Assignments:
Students must produce twelve (12) papers based on assigned readings from the Foreign Affairs custom textbook. Each paper must include three sections: a summary of the main points presented in the assigned reading(s), a critical analysis of those points, and questions for discussion. Each section should be clearly identified as “Summary,” “Critique,” or “Questions.”  Papers must be no less than two (2) pages in length (typed, double-spaced, 12-point font, 1" margins on all sides).  Readings and due dates are listed in the Course Schedule.  Because they will serve as basis for class discussions, assignments must be completed in a timely manner.  Overdue assignments will receive partial credit only.  The instructor will not accept assignments submitted electronically (i.e., via e-mail).

Examinations: 

Examinations are based on class lectures and supplemental readings.  Each examination consists of two sections: identification and essay. The midterm examination is on 6 October; the final examination is on 7 December.

Class Participation: 
Students are expected to actively participate in the class. Participation includes asking and answering questions during sessions.  More significantly, participation consists of getting involved in class discussions, one of the cornerstones of this course.  It is thus essential that students perform all assigned readings in a timely manner.

Attendance: 
Students must attend class in order to pass this course. Students will be penalized one letter grade for every two unexcused absences.  Students who do not attend class consistently (i.e., are absent for more than four sessions) as well as students who are persistently late will fail the course.
Plagiarism:

Plagiarism is the submission of the work of another as one’s own.  It is a serious offense, any incidence of which will result in dismissal from the course, a grade of “F” for the course, and possible suspension from the University.  Plagiarism, according to the Chaminade University of Honolulu Policy Manual, includes but is not limited to “complete or partial copying directly from a written published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author”; “paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment”; and “submitting as one’s own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, Internet information, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual.”  Submission of the same written or oral material in more than one course without obtaining prior authorization from the instructors concerned is also prohibited.

Troubleshooting: 
Students are encouraged to meet with the instructor if struggling with the course material or to discuss any other issue of relevance.

Class Cancellation: 
In case the instructor is delayed, students are required to wait fifteen (15) minutes after the scheduled start of class; thereafter, they are free to leave.

Etiquette: 

No food is allowed in the classroom. Furthermore, students need be aware that cellular phones must be turned off during class.





Course Schedule
(readings in parentheses are supplemental)  

The following abbreviations are used in lieu of complete titles: 

EIR
=
Essentials of International Relations

FACT
=
Foreign Affairs custom textbook

! 
Week 1 (25 August): Introduction: What Is International Relations? (EIR, Ch. 1)

! 
Week 2 (1 September): The Historical Context (EIR, Ch. 2)

" 
Assignment 1 due: FACT, “Democratization and War”

! 
Week 3 (8 September): Theoretical Perspectives (EIR, Ch. 3) 

" 
Assignment 2 due: FACT, “Why Democracies Excel”

! 
Week 4 (15 September): The International System (EIR, Ch. 4)

" 
Assignment 3 due: FACT, “The Rise of Illiberal Democracy”

! 
Week 5 (22 September): Film Presentation
" 
Assignment 4 due: FACT, “Power and Interdependence in the Information Age”

! 
Week 6 (29 September): The State (EIR, Ch. 5) 
" 
Assignment 5 due: FACT, “The West: Unique, Not Universal”

" 
Review session

! 
Week 7 (6 October): Midterm Examination
! 
Week 8 (13 October): The Individual (EIR, Ch. 6)

" 
Assignment 6 due: FACT, “Women and the Evolution of World Politics”

! 
Week 9 (20 October): Inter- & Non-Governmental Organizations (EIR, Ch. 7)
" 
Assignment 7 due: FACT, “The Delusion of Impartial Intervention” and “The New Interventionism: The Search for a Just International Law”

! 
Week 10 (27 October): War (EIR, Ch. 8)

" 
Assignment 8 due: FACT, “The Folly of Arms Control”

! 
Week 11 (3 November): The World Economy (EIR, Ch. 9)

" 
Assignment 9 due: FACT, “The Great Divide in the Global Village”

! 
Week 12 (10 November): Global Issues (EIR, Ch. 10)

" 
Assignment 10 due: FACT, “The Future of AIDS”  

! 
Week 13 (17 November): Film Presentation
" 
Assignment 11 due: FACT, “The New Geography of Conflict”

! 
Week 14 (24 November): Thanksgiving Day
! 
Week 15 (1 December): Conclusion: One World or Many?
" 
Assignment 12 due: FACT, “Are Human Rights Universal” and “The Payoff for Women’s Rights”

" 
Review session

! 
Week 16: (7 December): Final Examination

Instructor: Pierre Asselin, Ph.D.Office: Henry 206C


Telephone: 739-8530 E-mail: passelin@chaminade.edu


Office hours: T & Th: 9:30-11:30; or by appointment
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