CHAMINADE  UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU

INTERIM SESSION

 SEPTEMBER 15 - OCTOBER 1, 2005

PEARL HARBOR


COURSE:  RE103: World Religions
INSTRUCTOR:     Dr. Malia Dominica Wong, O.P.
TIME:         Varia
PHONE:
      676-1452

E-MAIL:     srmaliad@juno.com

TEXTBOOK:
Molloy, Michael.  2004, EXPERIENCING THE WORLD'S RELIGIONS:  

Tradition, Challenge, and Change, IIIrd edition,  
Mountain View, CA:  Mayfield Publishing Co.

DESCRIPTION
     This course provides an introduction to the historical, philosophical and spiritual foundations of the major religious traditions of the world-- Hinduism, Buddhism, Taoism, Confucianism, Shinto, Judaism, Christianity and Islam.  The course will examine the lives of their founders, their basic teachings, the historical development of their communities and institutions, and their current status in the world.  Using an experiential approach, and the classroom as a sacred space for personal spiritual growth, this course also endeavors to create a more universal understanding and appreciation of one's own tradition amidst this great cultural variety, in order to foster a more harmonious global community. 

OBJECTIVES
*to stimulate students to reflect on their own beliefs, feelings and attitudes towards different religious perspectives, correlating and contrasting them with what they are learning

*to foster the students' appreciation for the communal and cultural dimensions of religion, as well as the variety of expressions of personality and personal development that occur within religious traditions

*to understand the basic elements of religion

*to experience various forms of prayer and religious practices

*to explore the influences different religions have on various contemporary issues

*to grow deeper in one's own faith

REQUIREMENTS

     Students are to come to each class prepared by having read the assigned readings, completed any other homework assignments and being ready for in-class activities.

Unexcused tardies and leaving class early will affect the attendance grade. Aside from what’s given in class, if further instructions on how to get to off-campus sites are needed, it is the student’s responsibility to check out road maps, etc. in advance of the meeting time.

GRADING

     Grading will be based upon regular class attendance, class work, homework, projects, quizzes, participation, and effort.  Papers must be typed, double-spaced, 10 or 12 point font only.  1-1/2 inch margins.  Extra credit-- events and topics to be discussed as the occasion arises.  Note: communication with the teacher is essential if you have any concerns, are called away on duty, etc.  No papers will be accepted via e-mail.
*CATEGORIES:

 



WEIGHTING:

Attendance:







20%

Class Participation:






10%

Reflection Papers:






15%




Homework:







10%

Quizzes:







10%

Midterm Project:






15%

Final:







           
20% 
100
90-100:  A
80-89:  B
70-79:  C
60-69:  D
59 and below:  (
*EXTRA CREDIT:




1 page typed reflection/review paper on:

Extracurricular, intercultural activity or service attended; pertinent films 

 and recreational reading review; current events and personal commentary...


Quizzes:  BBC.CO.UK/religion/interactive.quizzes/index.shtml “superquiz”



Print out and submit final score page.

*MAKE-UP FOR MISSED CLASSES (Class Participation points):

In the Textbook, at the end of each chapter there is a section called “For Fuller

Understanding.”  Choose 2  to do.  Write up your response in a reaction-style

paper 1-1/2pages.  
ASSIGNMENTS

*Homework:

     Each week you are requested to submit over the readings, three points of interest that stirred your thoughts or curiosity, or three questions.   Note: even though subject-content field trips may change and not match up with the readings on occasion, continue reading as scheduled.

*Reflection Papers:


     1 1/2  page typed papers.  Content:  reflections and reactions over the field trip-- observations, comparisons, feelings, learnings, etc.   Not a synoptic report.

  *Quizzes:


     Short review quizzes over vocabulary and content.

*Midterm Project:


     Show and Tell:  What has contributed to whom you have become, who you are?  Explore your own cultural, religious, or familial background, the traditions, stories, symbols, arts, music, foods, etc. associated with it.  Bring in a dish that shares your story, and give a show-and-tell presentation to share the influences explored, or, your present day practices.     

*Final:






 

     Oral Presentation.  Reflecting over the different religions studied, create a single art piece (collage, 3-D, drawing, writing, music composition, etc.) that expresses symbols of, your insights into, or what you gleamed from each.  At one point in your creation, highlight your personal synthesis of what you have gained out of the study of the different world traditions.  This may be in light of your own religious path, or philosophy of life.

LEARNING OUTCOME ASSESSMENT

All student's work will be evaluated for:

*knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, class presentations, discussions,

  videos, research, outside class activities

*ability to apply the knowledge to understand current issues in society

*understanding of the subject matter from different viewpoints

Sept. 15

Introduction to World Religions




Hmwk:  Read Chapt. 4:  Buddhism



Vocab:  Amitabha, arhat, bodhisattva, dharma, dukkha, Kuan Yin, 



koan, Maitreya, mandala, mudra, nirvana, samadhi, samsara, sangha,




sutra

Sept. 17

Theravada and Mahayana Buddhism; Taoism and Confucianism
Sept. 18: Harvest

Kuan Yin Temple (Mahayana Buddhist); Lum Sai Ho Tong (Taoist); 


Moon



Izumo Taishakyo Mission (Shinto)




170 N. Vineyard Blvd.




Hsu Yun Temple (Mahayana Buddhist) 




42 Kawananakoa Pl., Honolulu, 96817



Hmwk:  Read Chapt. 3:  Hinduism; Reaction Paper #1




Vocab.:  ahimsa, Atman, Bhagavad Gita, Trimurti, Devi, yoga



& types), Kali, Krishna, maya, mantra, puja, Upanishads, Vedas, 






karma, moksha
Sept. 19

Hinduism




ISKCON Center




51 Coelho Way , Honolulu, 96817 (Nuuanu- off Old Pali Rd.)




http://www.iskcon.net/hawaii/




Hmwk:  Read Chapt.  6:  Confucianism and Taoism; Reaction Paper #2



Vocab.:  Analects, 5 great relationships, 5 virtues, Lao Tzu, Tao, Tao Te 





Ching,
wu wei, yin/yang, I Ching, Chuang Tzu, ch’i
Sept. 21

Vajrayana Buddhism
Audubon Day

Kagyu Thegchen Ling Tibetan Buddhist Temple




26 Gartley Lane, Honolulu, 96817 (Nuuanu- off Old Pali Rd.)



http://www.ktlhonolulu.org/map.htm






Hmwk:  Midterm Assignment; Reaction Paper #3
Sept. 23

Midterm



Hmwk: Read Chapt. 9: Christianity



Vocab.:  apocalypticism, apostle, icon, indulgence, Orthodoxy,




sacrament, ecumenism, patriarch, pope, bible
Sept. 24

Christianity



St. Andrew’s Cathedral; Our Lady of Peace Cathedral



1184 Bishop St., Honolulu, 96813




http://cathedralofourladyofpeace.com



Hmwk: Read Chapt. 10:  Islam



Vocab.:  5 pillars, zhikr, Shiite, Sunni, Qur’an, imam, jihad, Kabah,




Ramadan, Sufism, hadith, sharia
Sept. 26

Islam



Hmwk: Read Chapt. 11:  Alternative Religions; Reaction Paper #4 
Sept. 28

Alternative Religions



Chaminade University:  Mystical Rose Chapel



3140 Waialae Ave.



Hmwk:  Read Chapt. 8:  Judaism



Vocab.:  diaspora, bar mitzvah, Hanukkah, Essenes, Kabbalah,




Kosher, midrash, Passover, Rosh Hashanah, Torah, yarmulke,




Yom Kippur, Tanakh, talmud

Sept. 30

Judaism



 
Temple Emanu-El



2550 Pali Hwy., Honolulu 96817





Hmwk:  Review- Final Exam
Oct. 1


Final Exam

*Note: Syllabus subject to change

Extra-Credit Events:
Eckankar in Hawaii, 1056 12th Ave., Room 201, 735-7719. The Sixth Annual Eckankar Dream Fair is from 1 to 5 p.m. Sept. 24 in Neal Blaisdell Center Exhibition Hall, second floor. There will be interactive exhibits, a puppet show and "Spiritual Skill Shops" on "Finding Answers from Your Dreams," "Using Past Life Insights to Help You Today" and "How to Find Answers to Life's Questions." Free. 

Hawaii Buddhist Council, 949-3995. A free concert Sept. 18 will feature music on the Mongolian horse head fiddle, a traditional two-stringed instrument. The 5 p.m. concert will be at the University of Hawaii Orvis Music Auditorium. Donations will be accepted to help Mongolian orphanages. 

Korean Christian Church, 1832 Liliha St., 536-3538. The Mission Bazaar from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sept. 17h will offer Korean bentos and specialty foods, baked goods, plants, art and craft items as well as a rummage sale of school supplies, toys, games, household items and jewelry.

Opening Liturgical Celebration and Reception marks the beginning of the 50th anniversary year for Chaminade University, with a Mass of Thanksgiving celebrated by Father Gary Secor, 4 p.m. Sept. 17, followed by a reception and trolley tours of the campus; free. 739-8365, www .chaminade.edu/50th.

First Baptist Church of Honolulu, 1313 Pensacola St., 5:30 p.m., donations accepted. This fellowship dinner, Bible study and prayer is held ongoing Wednesdays. (521-4708)
First Unitarian Church, 7:30-9:15 p.m. The Honolulu Mindfulness Community meets for meditation. Following the practices of Zen master Thich Nhat Hanh, the group does mindful sitting, indoor walking, dharma discussion and singing. Every Tuesday. (521-9012)
All Believers Network: 7 to 8:30 p.m. every last Tuesday of the month at Harris United Methodist Church, Room 9. Call 395-5329. 20 South Vineyard Ave. 96816 (corner of S. Vineyard and Nuuanu)

Sept. 16 Aloha Friday Downtown Mele, part of the Aloha Festivals, Bishop and Merchant streets
Sept. 16: 5-10PM; 17: 10AM-10PM Chinese Full Moon Festival, Chinatown Cultural Plaza
Sept. 17 Aloha Festivals Floral Parade, from Ala Moana Beach Park to Kapi'olani Park
Oct. 1-2:  Pow Wow:  Kapiolani Park
Sept. 24:  Windward Hoolaulea

Island entertainment, ono food, crafts, community exhibits and a host of college campus attractions will be part of the Fifth Annual Windward Hoolaulea. 

The theme is "Spanning the Generations," and more than 25,000 people are expected for the celebration, one of 100 centennial events for the City and County of Honolulu. 

There will also be a used-book and white-elephant sale, in addition to the entertainment lineup of Na Hoku Hanohano award winners Raiatea Helm, Auntie Genoa Keawe and Ho'okena, the Royal Hawaiian Band and more. 

» Place: Windward Community College, Kaneohe
» Time: 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
» Call: 235-7396 
For Your Continued Study:

Sun. Oct. 9: 'Splendor of China'

The Chinese Chamber of Commerce will present "Splendor of China, A Cultural Festival" to launch the 57th annual Narcissus Festival and honor the achievements and culture of both the Chinese and the Chinese-American populations. 

"Splendor of China" is being organized by the Department of Business, Economic Development and Tourism; the City and County of Honolulu; and the Chinese Chamber of Commerce of Hawaii as one of the "Honolulu 100" events marking the 100th anniversary of Honolulu. 

The event will feature appearances by the Narcissus Queen contestants, acrobatic lion and dragon dances, a mah-jongg exhibition, museum and cultural displays, a pingpong tournament and mother-daughter look-alike contest. 

Demonstrations of martial arts, cooking, acupuncture and noodle-making will also be held. Booths will offer fashion, jewelry, produce, souvenirs, ethnic foods. 

Performing troupes from China will join local groups in sharing martial arts, folk dancing and performing arts, cultural traditions and prized possessions. In addition, Honolulu and its sister city in China -- Guangdong -- will celebrate the 20th anniversary of the relationship between the two cities with a traveling photo exhibit. 

» Place: Neal S. Blaisdell Exhibition Hall
» Time: 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Oct. 8 and 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
» Admission: $2
» Call: 533-3181
» Info: Exhibitor and vendor booth fees are $300 and $350; applications are being taken now. For information on booth registration or tickets to the event, contact the Chinese Chamber of Commerce at 533-3181. 
1

