Religious Studies 103.03






World Religions
Classroom:  Henry 202






TR, 2pm-3:20pm
Instructor:  Peter Steiger






Fall 2005
Phone: 440-4212 (x212 on campus)





Office:  Henry 206N
Email: psteiger@chaminade.edu





Hrs: M-F 10-11am
Required Texts:
Michael Molloy.  Experiencing the World’s Religions: Tradition, Challenge and Change  (3rd 

ed.)  McGraw-Hill Publishers, 2005.
Course Objectives:

The principal objective of this course is for the student to become familiar with the World’s Religions, their major figures and founders, historical development, ethical observances, and rituals.  The student will become acquainted with how religion shapes our thinking and understanding of human life.  In addition, it is the goal of this course that the student become conversant with the issues surrounding inter-religious dialogue and form critical thinking skills through a detailed examination of one topic as it is understood in two separate religions.  Finally, the course will provide the necessary background for further consideration of religious and ethical issues in more advanced courses of study.
Methodology:


The teaching methods used for attaining the above objectives will be as follows:  Classroom discussion of assigned readings and video presentations, preparation of review questions on assigned readings, lectures and a semester long group project which will be further detailed below.
Learning Outcomes:

Students will demonstrate proficiency in attaining the course objectives by:

1.  Showing mastery of basic information about each of the religions studied, their history, teachings, practices and symbols.

2.  Articulating the significant similarities and differences between the world’s religions through regular participation in class discussions and presentation of the semester project.

3.  Illustrating significant understanding of the issues involved in inter-religious dialogue by describing how two distinct religions address a similar issue or topic.
Course Assessment:


Assessment of student performance in the course will be divided into three parts:  preparation, examination and summation.  Preparation will be assessed in two ways:  by means of regular participation in classroom discussions and preparation of the review questions, which will be collected.  Examination will be assessed by means of ten chapter quizzes and one final exam.  Summation will be assessed by the completion of the semester group project, combining a 2-3 page individual paper and presentation of findings to the entire class.  All assignments must be submitted on the date due – late submissions will be penalized.  The breakdown of point valuation will be the following:
Preparation:    Participation – 50 pts.  Preparation – 5x10=50 pts.
Examination:
Quizzes – 15x10=150 pts.   Final – 50 pts.  (The final exam will be summative and ask you to compare one eastern or oral religion and one western religion on a selected topic.)
Summation:
Semester Project – Individual paper, 50 + Group presentation, 50 = 100 pts.
Semester Total:  400
Optional Exercises:

In addition to the above assessments, students will have the opportunity to develop further proficiencies and earn extra credit through participation and write up of one optional exercise.  The opportunities for this further study will include, but not be limited to the following:

1.  Viewing of two feature length films which address religious themes in some significant way and completion of a two page review of these films.

2.  Attendance at the ritual ceremonies of two religions other than your own in the Honolulu area and completion of two page summary of these ceremonies.

3.  Attendance at Inter-religious panel discussion being planned for later this semester at Chaminade and completion of two page summary of event.


Each of these optional exercises will be worth an additional 20 pts in the final point total for the semester.  If you would like to pursue one of these options, you must consult the instructor for approval of your proposed movies or site visits.  If you have another idea of comparable scale that you would like to propose as an optional exercise for earning extra credit, please consult with the instructor.  Students will only be permitted the opportunity to do one optional exercise.
Grading Scale:

A – 360-400 pts (90-100%)



D – 248-279 pts (62-69%)
B – 320-359 pts (80-89%)



Failure <247 pts (<62%)
C – 280-319 pts (70-79%)

Expectations of Students:  Please refer to appropriate pages in Student Handbook for Classroom Policies and Attendance – The Handbook states: “Students are expected to attend all scheduled classes for which they are registered, and the University assumes they are mature enough to be responsible for their own behavior.  During the first week of classes, instructors will explain their attendance policies as outlined in the course syllabus. These policies may involve grade penalties.  Faculty members are responsible for monitoring and enforcing their established attendance policies. The instructor must report any absence of two weeks or

more to Retention and Academic Advising and the Registrar.”
Instructor’s attendance policy:

Each unexcused absence will result in a ten point deduction from the preparation-participation portion of your grade, since you can not participate if you are not present.  Students with three unexcused absences will automatically lose one letter grade from their final reported grade, even if optional extra credit is pursued.  More than three unexcused absences may be grounds for failure of the course.

For those who need excused absences, these will be granted at the discretion of the professor and consistent with the policies of the Student Handbook regarding contacting the university.  In general, you should make every attempt to schedule doctor’s visits and the like outside of class time.  Contact the professor before class if you are ill and unable to attend.  Extended illness may require adjustments, but generally students are required to make up missed work and classes through additional exercises.  We will discuss these as they arise.  


Since attendance will always be taken promptly at the beginning of class, tardiness will result if the student is not present during role.  If you arrive late, please see the instructor after class to make sure you are not listed as absent.  Those who demonstrate a habit of tardiness (more than three times during the semester), will be penalized.
Course Schedule:
DATET  8/23
R  8/25

T  8/30

R  9/1

T  9/6

R  9/8

T  9/13

R  9/15

T  9/20

R  9/22

T  9/27

R  9/29

T  10/4

R  10/6

T10/11

R10/13

T10/18

R10/20

T10/25

R10/27

T 11/1

R 11/3

T 11/8

CLASS TOPIC

Intro & Syllabus – Project Questionnaire

Patterns/Approaches to Religion

Oral Religions

Native Religions-Discuss Factor 4
Q1; Hinduism: History/Background

Hinduism: Spiritual Practices

Q2; Buddhism:  History/Background

Buddhism: Beliefs/Practices; Factor 16
Q3; Jainism & Sikhism: History/Bkgrd

Taoism(Daoism) – History/Bkgrd

Q4; Confucianism: History/Background
Shinto:  History and Practices

Q5; In class Group meetings

Intro. Western Religions; Factor 15
Judaism

Judaism

Q6; Judaism

Judaism; Factor 3
Q7; Christianity

Christianity; ; Factor 7-13 
Q8; Christianity

Christianity; Factor 14
Q9; Islam

READINGS/ASSIGNMENTS
Molloy Chap. 1; Nostra Aetate
Molloy Chap. 2; Factor Essay 4; SQs 59

Molloy Chap. 2

Molloy Chap. 3

Molloy Chap. 3

Molloy Chap. 4; Factor 16; SQs p. 256

Molloy Chap. 4

Molloy Chap. 5

Molloy Chap. 6
Molloy Chap. 6

Molloy Chap. 7

Molloy Chap. 7

Factor 15; SQs p. 242

Molloy Chap. 8

Molloy Chap. 8

Factor 3; SQs p. 44

Molloy Chap. 8

Molloy Chap. 9; Factor 7-13 Pick one
Molloy Chap. 9

Molloy Chap. 9

Factor 14; SQs p. 226
Molloy Chap. 10

Factor 9; SQs p. 146

R11/10

T11/15

R11/17

T11/22

R11/24

T11/29

R 12/1

W 12/7

Islam

Q10; Islam; Factor 9

Group Presentations

Steiger Out of Town

Thanksgiving – no class

Group Presentations

Group Presentations

Final Exam RE 103.03
Molloy 10

Molloy 10

Complete Paper

Complete Paper

Complete Paper

All papers due on 12/1

Study for Final Exam
12:45 pm – 2:45 pm
