Philosophy 100.02







Intro to Philosophy
Classroom:  Henry 33






MWF, 9-9:50 am

Instructor:  Peter Steiger






Fall 2005
Phone: 440-4212 (x212 on campus)





Office:  Henry 206N
Email: psteiger@chaminade.edu





Hrs: M-F 10-11am
Required Texts:
Josef Pieper.  Leisure:  The Basis of Culture.  St. Augustine’s Press, 1998

James A. Gould and Robert J. Mulvaney.  Classic Philosophical Questions (11th ed.).


Pearson Prentice Hall Publishers, 2004

Course Objectives:

The principal objective of this course is for the student to read and become familiar with the Western Philosophical Tradition, its major figures, themes and historical development.  The student will become acquainted with how philosophy shapes our thinking and understanding of human life.  In addition, it is the goal of this course that the student begin to do philosophy in her or his own right and form critical thinking skills through engagement with other thinkers who have influenced the course of ideas for more than three millennia.  Finally, the course will provide the necessary background for further consideration of philosophical and ethical issues in more advanced courses of study.
Methodology:


The method for attaining the above objectives will be as follows:  Classroom discussion of assigned readings pertaining to philosophical themes, preparation of review questions on assigned readings, writing assignments designed to engage and synthesize readings, some short lectures.  Each class meeting will follow roughly the same format:  Attendance, Prayer, 30-35 minutes of class discussion followed by 5-10 minutes of lecture.  This format will be adjusted for mid-term exams.
Course Assessment:


Assessment of student performance in the course will be equally divided into three parts:  preparation, examination and summation.  Preparation will be assessed in two ways:  by means of participation in classroom discussions and preparation of the review questions.  Examination will be assessed by means of two midterms and one final exam.  Summation will be assessed by the composition of four short reflection essays on selected topics related to the assigned readings.  These writing assignments must be submitted on the date due – late submissions will be penalized.  The breakdown of point valuation will be the following:
Preparation:    Participation – 110 pts.
Examination:
Midterms – 25x2=50
Final – 50 (Exams will be essay with study guide provided)
Summation:
Essays – 4x25=100
Semester Total:  300
Grading Scale:

A – 270-300 pts (90-100%)



D – 185-209 pts (62-69%)
B – 240-269 pts (80-89%)



Failure <185 pts (<62%)
C – 210-239 pts (70-79%)

Expectations of Students:  Please refer to appropriate pages in Student Handbook for Classroom Policies and Attendance – The Handbook states: “Students are expected to attend all scheduled classes for which they are registered, and the University assumes they are mature enough to be responsible for their own behavior.  During the first week of classes, instructors will explain their attendance policies as outlined in the course syllabus. These policies may involve grade penalties.  Faculty members are responsible for monitoring and enforcing their established attendance policies. The instructor must report any absence of two weeks or

more to Retention and Academic Advising and the Registrar.”
Instructor’s attendance policy:

Each unexcused absence will result in a ten point deduction from preparation points, since you can not participate if you are not present.  If you do the math, this means that for every unexcused absence, you lose half of a letter grade.  You will note that the number of points available for participation is 110, this means that I am granting you one unexcused absence without penalizing your final grade.  For those who achieve perfect attendance, this also means a ten point bonus added to your final point total.  

For those who need excused absences, these will be granted at the discretion of the professor.  In general, you should make every attempt to schedule doctor’s visits and the like outside of class time.  Contact the professor before class if you are ill and unable to attend.  Extended illness may require adjustments, but generally students are required to make up missed work and classes through additional exercises.  We will discuss these as they arise.  


Since attendance will always be taken promptly at the beginning of class, tardiness will result if the student is not present during role.  If you arrive late, please see the instructor after class to make sure you are not listed as absent.  Those who demonstrate a habit of tardiness (more than three times during the semester), may be penalized.
DATE

M  8/22

W  8/24

F   8/26

M  8/29

W  8/31

F  9/2

M  9/5

W  9/7

F  9/9

M  9/12

W  9/14

F   9/16



CLASS TOPIC



Syllabus and Intro – Distribute readings

Discuss intro readings; Pieper intro 

Discuss Pieper; intro Socrates/Plato

What is Philosophy?  Discuss Euthyphro
Discuss Apology

Discuss Phaedo, Crito

Labor Day – no class

Discuss Pieper chap. 2

Discuss Pieper chap. 3, intro Russell
Discuss Russell’s ‘Value of Philosophy’
Discuss Pieper chap. 4
Midterm One

READINGS/ASSIGNMENTS

Assignment One – details in class

Leisure, page v. – 7; keywords ex.
Questions, p. 1-10
Questions, p. 11-24

Questions, p. 24-33

Leisure, p. 8-26; Essay 1 – due 9/9
Leisure, p. 27-36

Questions, p. 35-41

Leisure, p. 37-49

Study for Midterm One
Leisure, p. 50-60
M  9/19

W  9/21

F   9/23

M  9/26

W  9/28

F   9/30

M  10/3

W  10/5

F   10/7

M  10/10

W  10/12

F   10/14

M  10/17

W  10/19

F   10/21

M  10/24

W  10/26

F   10/28

M  10/31

W  11/2

F   11/4

M  11/7

W  11/9

F   11/11

M  11/14

W  11/16

F   11/18

M  11/21

W  11/23

F   11/25

M  11/28

W  11/30

F   12/2

M  12/5

Discuss Pieper chap. 5, Philo. Method

Discuss 4 Approaches to Method

Discuss Feigl’s Methodology

Discuss Polanyi’s critique of Feigl

Polanyi’s critique continued

Discuss Pieper’s Philosophical Act I
Epistemology in Plato

More on Plato

Epistemology in Descartes

Discover’s Day – no class
Epistemology in Locke

Epistemology in Kant

Discuss Pieper’s Philosophical Act II
Metaphysics – Plato’s Universal Forms

Hume’s Nominalism-Descartes’ dualism
Metaphysics – Taylor

Metaphysics – Berkeley

Midterm two

Discuss Pieper’s Philosophical Act III

Arguments for the Divine

Faith and Reason

Why/how Evil?

Discuss Aristotle’s Virtue Ethics
Veteran’s Day – no class

Human Freedom

Ethical Relativism?

Human Happiness = Pleasure

Human Happiness = Duty

Human Happiness = Power

Thanksgiving – no class

Political Philosophy – Monarchy?
Political Philosophy – Democracy?

Political Philosophy – Socialism?

Final Exam:  10:30am-12:30pm

Questions, p. 43-53
Questions, p. 54-64

Handout on Polanyi

Finish Polanyi

Leisure, p. 63-79

Questions, p. 65-73

Essay 2 – due 10/17
Questions, p. 74-86

Questions, p. 87-100

Get to work on Essay 2!!

Questions, p. 101-110

Leisure, p. 80-97

Questions, p. 202-211

Questions, p. 212-217, 151-157

Questions, p. 158-172

Questions, p. 172-185

Study for Midterm two

Leisure, p. 98-116; Essay 3 – due 


11/14

Questions, p. 235-253

Questions, p. 254-265
Questions, p. 266-274
Questions, p. 338-347

Questions, p. 283-302

Finish up Essay 3!!!

Questions, p. 303-322

Essay 4 – Due 11/28
Questions, p. 348-389

Steiger out of town: 11/17-11-27

Leisure, p. 117-134
Finish Essay 4!!!!
Questions, p. 504-511
Questions, p. 512-519

Questions, p. 520-535

Study for Final Exam
