       C H A M I N A D E   U N I V E R S I T Y   S Y L L A B U S

COURSE TITLE & NUMBER:  CJ 375: Contemporary Issues. 

SEMESTER: 2005 Fall Day Semester.

DAYS/TIME/PLACE: Tuesdays/ Thursdays: 11:00 a.m.-12:20 p.m., Henry 227. 
INSTRUCTOR:   Collin K. C. Lau, J. D. 

TELEPHONE:    735‑4882 or CJ office 735‑4703 (Michelle).

E-MAIL:  clau@chaminade.edu

OFFICE HOURS: M/W/F at 7:30 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. in BS 110.

BIOGRAPHY:    Mr. Lau is a full-time Lecturer in the Criminology and Criminal Justice department at Chaminade University.  He received a Bachelor of Education degree from the University of Hawaii and a Juris Doctorate from the Richardson School of Law.  Mr. Lau has worked as a law clerk for the Hawaii Supreme Court, a Deputy Prosecuting Attorney, a Deputy Corporation Counsel and in the private practice of law. Mr. Lau also worked two terms as an Independent Counsel to the Oahu Grand Jury.

COURSE DESCRIPTION:   

An examination of issues currently faced by the criminal justice system focusing upon contemporary issues which are projected  to have a major impact upon the quality of life for the community and the ability of the criminal justice system to provide services to the community.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:    Upon completion of the course, the student will demonstrate an understanding of:

> the growing problem of religion-related crime. 

> the impact that politics has upon the criminal justice system,

> modern forms and activities of organized criminal enterprises,

> the role that race may play within the criminal justice system,

> the growing debate about the death penalty.


> the problem of forensic fraud in criminal cases.


> modern homicide investigation procedures.
            > the issues posed in identification of criminal suspects.

            > differing approaches being taken in juvenile justice programs.
            > the impact that wealth and celebrity may have on crime.
REQUIRED TEXT:    Annual Editions, Criminal Justice (05/06 Edition).  
Additional course materials will be distributed in class.

ATTENDANCE and PARTICIPATION:   Class participation is an expected and essential requirement of the course.  A student's participation in each session is considered important to the learning process.  Missing a session is not an excuse for not being prepared for the next session.  A student's absence from or chronic late arrivals to a session will impact the student’s grade. In general, there is no make‑up procedure for missed examinations or assignments.  Students who have advanced knowledge that they will miss a session or deadline should contact the instructor to arrange to perform the required school work. The decision to allow a make‑up assignment under these circumstances rests with the instructor and will be made on a case‑by‑case basis. 

READING ASSIGNMENTS:  All assignments must be completed prior to class or the student will not be prepared to participate meaningfully in class discussions.  Classes are prepared on the assumption and expectation that the student has read the assigned materials and completed any required assignments.  

WRITING REQUIREMENTS: All formal writing assignments must seek to adhere to writing standards that are stated in the Chaminade General Catalog for 2005-2006. 

ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS: Students are expected to comply with the standards related to attendance are outlined in the Chaminade General Catalog for 2005-2006.
GENERAL CHAMINADE MATTERS: Marianist Educational Values. The five characteristics of a Marianist Education are:  

1. Educate for Formation in Faith

Catholic Universities affirm an intricate relationship between reason and faith.  As important as discursive and logical formulations and critical thinking are, they are not able to capture all that can be and ought to be learned.  Intellectual rigor coupled with respectful humility provide a more profound preparation for both career and life.  Intellectual rigor characterizes the pursuit of all that can be learned.  Respectful humility reminds people of faith that they need to learn from those who are of other faiths and cultures, as well as from those who may have no religious faith at all.

 2.  Provide an Excellent Education

In the Marianist approach to education, “excellence” includes the whole person, not just the technician or rhetorician.  Marianist universities educate whole persons, developing their physical, psychological, intellectual, moral, spiritual and social qualities.  Faculty and students attend to fundamental moral attitudes, develop their personal talents and acquire skills that will help them learn all their lives.  The Marianist approach to education links theory and practice, liberal and professional education.   Our age has been deeply shaped by science and technology.  Most recently, information and educational technologies have changed the way faculty and students research and teach.  At Marianist Universities, two goals are pursued simultaneously:  an appropriate use of information technology for learning, and the enhancement of interaction between students and teachers.  As Catholic, Marianist Universities seek to embrace diverse peoples and understand diverse cultures, convinced that ultimately, when such people come together, one of the highest purposes of education is realized: a human community that respects every individual within it.

2. Educate in Family Spirit

Known for their strong sense of community, Marianists have traditionally spoken of this sense as “family spirit.”  Marianist educational experience fosters the development of a community characterized by a sense of family spirit that accepts each person with loving respect, and draws everyone in the university into the challenge of community building.  Family spirit also enables Marianist universities to challenge their students, faculty and staff to excellence and maturity, because the acceptance and love of a community gives its members the courage to risk failure and the joy of sharing success.

3. Educate for Service, Justice, and Peace

The Marianist approach to higher education is deeply committed to the common good.  The intellectual life itself is undertaken as a form of service in the interest of justice and peace, and the university curriculum is designed to connect the classroom with the wider world.  In addition, Marianist universities extend a special concern for the poor and marginalized and promote the dignity, rights and responsibilities of all people.  

4. Educate for Adaptation to Change

In the midst of rapid social and technological change, Marianist universities readily adapt and change their methods and structures so that the wisdom of their educational philosophy and spirituality may be transmitted even more fully.  “New times call for new methods,” Father Chaminade often repeated.  The Marianist university faces the future confidently, on the one hand knowing that it draws on a rich educational philosophy, and on the other fully aware for that philosophy to remain vibrant in changing times, adaptations need to be made.

Selected from Characteristics of Marianist Universities: A Resource Paper, Published in 1999 by Chaminade University of Honolulu, St. Mary’s University and University of Dayton

COURSE EVALUATIONS:  Final grades are based on the following factors:

           CLASS ASSIGNMENTS..……................................…...…250 Points

           FINAL ASSIGNMENT and ORAL PRESENTATION….150 Points

           CLASS PARTICIPATION……..……………………….… 50 Points

GRADING:     A  =  90% of the possible 450 total points  (405+)

                          B  =  80% of the possible 450 total points. (360+)

                          C  =  70% of the possible 450 total points. (315+)

                          D  =  60% of the possible 450 total points. (270+)

                          F   =  less than 60% of the possible points.  (<270)

END OF SYLLABUS.
CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY CJ 375 INTERIM 2004 Schedule

Class date:                            Subject matter covered:

12/18/04S           
Introduction, Wealth, celebrity and crime.

12/20/04M       
Gangs (Textbook, article 3).

12/22/04W        
Serial Murder (Textbook, article 4).

12/23/04TR       
Forensic Fraud.

12/27/04M        
Religion and Crime (Textbook, article 5).

12/29/04W        
Crime and Females (Textbook, article 17).

12/30/04TR           Final Paper Preparation.

1/03/05M        
Modern Homicide Investigations (Textbook, article 13).

1/05/05W        
Death Penalty Issues (Textbook, article 20).

1/07/05F
         
Student Class Presentations, administrative matters.

375-Assignment.  What To Do With Girls?

I would like you to read article 17 What To Do With Girls? on pg. 244.  Answer the following questions (typed, separate answer sheet, do not re-type the questions). based on the article. Due Wednesday, December 29, 2004.
1) Generally, what was the statistical trend in crimes as it compares females and males from the period 1991 to 2000?

2) What statistical results were found between 1991 and 2000 as it dealt with female violent crime when self-report data was considered?

3) What reasons are given for the possible discrepancy between self-report statistics and official government statistics?

4) What do juvenile female robbery cases in Honolulu, Hawaii have possibly to do with an increase in female arrest rates?

5) What do juvenile female domestic crime cases in Maryland have possibly to do with an increase in female arrest rates?

6) What is “relational aggression”?  How does it relate to the conduct of females?

7) What impact does “trauma” (physical and sexual abuse) apparently have on females?

8-9) The OJJDP outlined several risk factors that predispose females to delinquency. How would you rank them from most important to less important

(1-7, with 1 most important to 7 as less important)? Briefly (one sentence)explain your ratings.

10-12) What three characteristics were listed by Chesney-Lind and Okamoto as being unique as relates to treating troubled females? Briefly (one sentence) explain what suggestion was to deal with each characteristic.

13-14) What is “DBT”? How does it attempt to help women? How does emotion and relationships relate to DBT?

15) What does the author suggest is the reason for the need to conduct further research about female crime?

End of assignment.

CJ 375: Wealth, Celebrity and Crime.

Write a short paper (minimum 3 typed pages, double-spaced) addressing the issue of whether wealth and/or celebrity of a criminal defendant can affect the handling and/or outcome of criminal cases.  In particular, does a criminal defendant=s wealth or celebrity status have an observable or noticeable impact on any of the following aspects of a criminal cases:

1) police investigation, 

2) criminal charges brought, 

3) plea bargaining, 

4) quality of criminal defense received, 

5) sentencing.  

Please cite some of cases we studied in class to illustrate some of the points you make in your paper.  If you can think of some other case examples that fit this topic, please include them in your paper.  This paper assignment does not require any additional research but you are free to do some if you choose.  
Due: Monday, December 20, 2004.  (Assignment worth up to 25 points).

Some of the names you heard in the class video relevant to this

topic are: Lizzie Borden, Michael Skakel, John Gotti, William Kennedy

Smith and O. J. Simpson. 

CJ 375 Assignment #2.  Due Monday, 12/20/04.

Read article 3 (pg. 35) entitled Law Enforcement Officers’ Response to Illegal Gang Activity by Mary S. Jackson. Answer the following questions with typed responses.

1) What are legal versus illegal gangs? Examples?

2) What was CRASH?  How was its existence an example one of the responses taken by law enforcement to the gang problem? 

     3)  Identify three stated reasons why people join gangs. 

4)  Identify two stated traits of Hispanic gangs.

5) How does community policing strategies attempt to deal with gangs? 

     6)  How would you deal with the perceived problems of gang activity                                            

          today?

CJ  375: YOUR  PAPER  AND  ORAL PRESENTATION  ASSIGNMENT.
Introduction.  This assignment involves the preparation of a short paper and brief but formal oral presentation of that paper subject in class.  The paper will be due Friday, January 7, 2005. Oral presentations (~5-7 minutes) will take place during the last class session. The topic of the paper should touch upon a contemporary issue that was covered or is related to one of the topics in our class. 

Paper.  The paper should be a minimum of eight pages in length.(double-spaced) in length (not counting the required bibliography) that includes a minimum of four different sources of information (with one being a scholarly journal type article or a book resource). You may use A.P.A. or M.L.A. format. I will not accept any Arecycled@ papers but may consider Aexpansion@ papers (approved by me and if the original paper is also submitted). You must do the work on your own to the best of your ability. Do not use any other people=s work or worse buy one of those online papers (I will know).  In order to insure your best, original work, I will ask you to compile a research folder that will be turned in with your final paper. Use of another person’s paper or research will result in failing grade for this important  assignment.   AAppropriate@ internet research is acceptable with appropriate citation (or inclusion of the internet resource as an appendix) but your paper 

cannot be entirely based on internet materials. If you cannot find non-internet materials, your topic may not be deep enough.

The oral presentation need to be 5 to 7 minutes and will be timed and graded.  I ask that you Aprepare, edit and practice@ for a Aformal@ presentation of your paper topic for the class. This presentation is an important part of the final assignment. I do not want a simple reading of your paper to the class as this part of the assignment is designed to test your oral presentation and editing skills. You can be and are encouraged to be creative if you desire.  A sign up sheet for the oral presentations will be circulated at a later class session. After your oral presentation, a brief period (two minutes or less) will be made available for questions to be asked of you. You can be sure I will ask you at least one question about your topic after your presentation.  You should also be prepared to address questions fellow students may have about your presentation. Last point: you will be asked to prepare a one-page outline of your presentation for distribution to the class.

Points.  The total possible points for this entire assignment is 150 points (the outline 

is 15 points, the first draft is 25 points, the paper itself is 80 points, the oral presentation will be 30 points).

Dates: (These are important and firm deadlines).
Topic Approval Deadline: Wednesday, December 22, 2004.

Outline Submittal Deadline: Wednesday, December 29, 2005 (two typed pages, working bibliography and a showing of some of your research).
Paper Submittal Deadline: Friday, January 7, 2005.

CJ 375: SOME POSSIBLE TOPICS.  YOUR TOPIC MUST BE APPROVED BY INSTRUCTOR. TOPIC SELECTION IS VITAL TO A GOOD PAPER.

HATE CRIMES. (NEW KKK, Other NEWER HATE GROUPS, HATE IN SCHOOLS, HATE 

SPEECH, THE INTERNET AND HATE).

LIFESTYLES AND CRIMES. (TUPAC, SUGE KNIGHT, SPORTS STARS AND CRIME, 

RAP STARS AND CRIME, OUTCASTS, ETC.).

ADVANCED CRIME TECHNIQUES. (COMPUTER FRAUD, COUNTERFEITING ETC.).

ADVANCED TECHNOLOGIES IN LAW ENFORCEMENT (DNA, CAMERAS ON STREETS, HI-TECH POLICE CARS, COMPUTER RECREATIONS, G.P.S,, ADVANCED APPREHENSION TECHNIQUES.).


PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR CRIMES OR ABERRANT BEHAVIOR.

(RECENT SCHOOL SHOOTINGS, GRAFITTI , GANG ACTIVITIES  ETC.)
COMPARATIVE INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE SYSTEMS OR CASES.


(RECENT CASES THAT DEPICT INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE SYSTEMS AS

              AS COMPARED TO THE UNITED STATES SYSTEM).

CRIMES INVOLVING POLICE (DIALLO, RODNEY KING, CORRUPTION, DEADLY   

SHOOTING, RAMPART SCANDAL ETC.).                                  
CRIME IN THE PACIFIC (HAWAII, POLYNESIA, OTHER PACIFIC ISLANDS,

FAMOUS CRIMES, LAWS, C.J. SYSTEMS ETC.)

MODERN MORALS CRIMES (INTERNET GAMBLING, SEX ON INTERNET, DESIGNER DRUGS, CHILD PORNOGRAPHY DISTRIBUTION, NEW SCAMS ).

ORGANIZED CRIMES TODAY

(RUSSIAN MAFIA, TRIADS, IMPACT OF MOB, MOVIES, MOB WOMEN, MOB LAWYERS, MOB INFORMANTS, BREAKUP OF THE MOB, ETC.)
YOUNG CRIMINALS (THRILL KILLERS, GANGS,SCHOOL SHOOTINGS,ETC.) .
SENTENCING CRIMINALS (TRENDS, UNUSUAL CASES, ALTERNATIVES).

WHITE COLLAR CRIME (ENRON, BANKING SCANDALS, MARTHA STEWART, WALL                                                                                           
                                                 STREET SCANDALS ETC.).

DEATH PENALTY (RACIAL INEQUALITIES, HAWAII HISTORY, APPLICATION, 

METHODS OF EXECUTION, ATTORNEY, ILLINOIS PRECEDENT).
PROBLEMS IN LAW ENFORCEMENT (STRESS, DEADLY FORCE, HIGH SPEED

            CHASES, EVIDENCE TAMPERING OR PLANTING, SUICIDES).

RECENT HAWAII POLITICAL SCANDALS (BISHOP ESTATE, MANSHO, IGE.                                          

             MIRIKITANI, HARRIS CONTRIBUTORS, ETC.)    

TOPIC OF YOUR DESIGN._______________________________________________.
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