Syllabus

Criminal Justice 220

Criminal Investigation

Instructor: 
Ron Becker

Text:

Criminal Investigation, Becker, R. latest edition

Office:

Room 111a

Email:

rbecker@chaminade.edu
Telephone:
808-735-4873

Catalog Description:

Crime scene investigation.  Collection and preservation of evidence.  Admissibility of evidence, interrogations, and confessions.

Text:

Becker, Ronald, F.  2005. Criminal Investigation, 2 ed .  Sudbury: Jones & Bartlett

Course Approach:

This course will be taught through a lecture format using PowerPoint as an instructional aid.  Course material will include a survey of the investigative methods employed at various crime scenes.  Each crime scene is unique to the criminal but also to the investigator.  It is the uniqueness that lends itself to reconstruction.  Investigative techniques may vary depending on the type of crime committed.  It is to these varied applications of a general protocol that the course is devoted.  This course will attempt to integrate forensic concepts as they apply to the investigation of a particular type of crime.  Constitutional issues will be addressed as they arise from the study of specific investigatory techniques.  Upon completion of this course students will have a working knowledge of the techniques employed in the investigation of various types of crimes, some of the forensic considerations that these investigations might encounter as well as relevant legal issues.

Examinations:

Three examinations will be given during the course of the semester.  These examinations may consist of objective, short answer and essay questions or a combination thereof.  Each examination will comprise one third of your final grade.

Grading:

Examination I



100 points

Examination II


100 points

Examination III


100 points

Final grades will be calculated upon the percentage of possible examination points earned.


A = 90% of the possible 300 points (270 +)


B = 80% of the possible 300 points (240 +)


C = 70% of the possible 300 points (210+)


D = 60% of the possible 300 points (180+)


F = less than 60% of the 300 possible points. (<180)


FA = failure due to excessive unexcused absences (4 or more)

Academic Dishonesty:

This class does not require a research paper.  Any dishonesty that may occur would be during the course of an examination.  Such a breach of academic honesty will be treated according to Chaminade University policy.

Program Outcomes:

Integrating concepts of forensic science, and prosecutorial law in criminal investigation instruction.

a. The relationship of forensic science to criminal investigation.

b. The relationship of criminal law to criminal investigation.

c. Processing primary crime scenes

d. Handling evidence

e. Preparing trial testimony

Course Outcomes

Students completing this course will demonstrate and understanding of:

1. What comprises a crime scene?

2. How a crime scene is processed.

3. The investigative considerations associated with the investigation of:

a. Homicide

4. How evidence gets from the crime scene to the courtroom

5. The constitutional issues as they pertain to criminal investigation

Tentative course outline

Week 1

Introduction to Criminal Investigation

Week 2

Defense Lawyers, Prosecutors, and Investigators

Week 3

The Crime Scene

Week 4

Search and Seizure, Investigative Tools

Week 5

Suspect Identification

First Examination

Week 6

Blood Spatter

Week 7

Homicide

Week 8

Underwater Investigations

Week 9

Assault

Week 10 

Robbery

Second Examination

Week 11 

Theft and Burglary

Week 12

Drug Offenses

Week 13 

Arson

Week 14

Terrorism

Week 15

Organized Crime, White Collar Crime

Final Examination

Concept Exercise

There is such a thing as a perfect crime.

All crimes are solvable.

Expectations Exercise

1. In groups list three things you expect (or would like to) learn during the course of the semester.

2. Discuss within your group the lists and select the most common expectation.

3. Write on the board one expectation from each group.

4. Discuss expectations.

Assessment

Do not put your name on this paper.

Take the time to consider each question.

The quality of your responses will assist us in assessing the instructional outcomes for this course.

You will be asked to reconsider these items again at the end of the semester.

Indicate on the scale following each question, your response with:

strongly disagree

disagree

neutral

agree

strongly agree

Circle your response.

1. I understand what comprises a crime scene?

strongly agree

agree
 neutral
disagree
strongly disagree

2. I understand how a crime scene is processed.

strongly agree

agree
neutral

disagree
strongly disagree

3. I understand the investigative considerations associated with the investigation of a:

a. Homicide

strongly agree

agree
neutral

disagree
strongly disagree

4. I understand how evidence gets from the crime scene to the courtroom

strongly agree

agree
neutral

disagree
strongly disagree

5. I understand the constitutional issues as they pertain to criminal investigation.

strongly agree

agree
neutral

disagree
strongly disagree

Marianist Educational Values
The five characteristics of a Marianist Education are:  

Educate for Formation in Faith

Catholic Universities affirm an intricate relationship between reason and faith.  As important as discursive and logical formulations and critical thinking are, they are not able to capture all that can be and ought to be learned.  Intellectual rigor coupled with respectful humility provides a more profound preparation for both career and life.  Intellectual rigor characterizes the pursuit of all that can be learned.  Respectful humility reminds people of faith that they need to learn from those who are of other faiths and cultures, as well as from those who may have no religious faith at all.

Provide an Excellent Education

In the Marianist approach to education, “excellence” includes the whole person, not just the technician or rhetorician.  Marianist universities educate whole persons, developing their physical, psychological, intellectual, moral, spiritual and social qualities.  Faculty and students attend to fundamental moral attitudes, develop their personal talents and acquire skills that will help them learn all their lives.  The Marianist approach to education links theory and practice, liberal and professional education.   Our age has been deeply shaped by science and technology.  Most recently, information and educational technologies have changed the way faculty and students research and teach.  At Marianist Universities, two goals are pursued simultaneously:  an appropriate use of information technology for learning, and the enhancement of interaction between students and teachers.  As Catholic, Marianist Universities seek to embrace diverse peoples and understand diverse cultures, convinced that ultimately, when such people come together, one of the highest purposes of education is realized: a human community that respects every individual within it.

Educate in Family Spirit

Known for their strong sense of community, Marianists have traditionally spoken of this sense as “family spirit.”  Marianist educational experience fosters the development of a community characterized by a sense of family spirit that accepts each person with loving respect, and draws everyone in the university into the challenge of community building.  Family spirit also enables Marianist universities to challenge their students, faculty and staff to excellence and maturity, because the acceptance and love of a community gives its members the courage to risk failure and the joy of sharing success.

Educate for Service, Justice, and Peace

The Marianist approach to higher education is deeply committed to the common good.  The intellectual life itself is undertaken as a form of service in the interest of justice and peace, and the university curriculum is designed to connect the classroom with the wider world.  In addition, Marianist universities extend a special concern for the poor and marginalized and promote the dignity, rights and responsibilities of all people.  

Educate for Adaptation to Change

In the midst of rapid social and technological change, Marianist universities readily adapt and change their methods and structures so that the wisdom of their educational philosophy and spirituality may be transmitted even more fully.  “New times call for new methods,” Father Chaminade often repeated.  The Marianist university faces the future confidently, on the one hand knowing that it draws on a rich educational philosophy, and on the other fully aware for that philosophy to remain vibrant in changing times, adaptations need to be made.

Selected from Characteristics of Marianist Universities: A Resource Paper, Published in 1999 by Chaminade University of Honolulu, St. Mary’s University and University of Dayton

Marianist Values Assessment

Indicate in response to each statement your position.

This course encouraged participation from students of all faiths, cultures, races, nationality and ethnicity.

This course allowed and fostered interaction between students and teacher.

Strongly agree

Agree

Disagree
Strongly Disagree

This course challenged students to excellence and maturity.

Strongly agree

Agree

Disagree
Strongly Disagree

This course promoted the dignity, rights and responsibilities of all people.

Strongly agree

Agree

Disagree
Strongly Disagree

This course recognized and adapted to the ever-changing world of criminal justice.

Strongly agree

Agree

Disagree
Strongly Disagree

