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Backgrounds in American Literature

Chaminade University of Honolulu

Spring, 2005

Wednesday, 5:30-9:40pm

Camp Smith

Instructor: Mary L. McCarrick

Phone: 672-5779

Email: mmccarrick@yahoo.com or mary.mccarrick@adjunct.chaminade.edu

Course Objectives

The following are intended to maximize the personal and academic value of this course for students:

1. To study each work as an individual work of art, and give a wide range of exposure to a great diversity of authors and their writing styles

2. To study each reading selection as a product of a specific social/historical context

3. To become more skilled in literary analysis

4. To appreciate that writing is an intensely personal experience, and to respect the fact that every author reveals much about his or her sense of the world in the writing process so that, at some level – literal, psychological, or imaginative – every story is to a degree autobiographical;  

5. To examine the “character” in literature – the conflicts, the flaws, the weaknesses and the strengths, the recognition of human limitations and of human potential, and of that occasional heroic response from the common man or woman.

6. To study characters who struggle with traditional roles

7. To produce a presentation on one of the works or authors discussed in class

8. To write well structured and developed papers based on original thinking, and to continue   developing your skills as a writer through conferencing, workshopping, and revision practices

Final Grade

You will note that the majority of your grade is based on your performance on several written assignments. Your final grade will be determined by the following:

1. 2 papers on topics approved by the instructor (usually 5 pages each)

2. Reflective papers that explore your reactions to, and ideas about, the stories we’ve read for the week (usually 2 pages each)

3. Exams over the lecture material and reading

Course Description & Goals

Welcome to English 314! This course is designed to increase student’s awareness and appreciation of the enormous diversity of American authors and their individual styles of writing through a detailed examination of their works. Hopefully, you will be introduced to some authors who will enrich your mind and give you different ways of viewing the world in which we live. Literature allows us new insights into the human experience, into our history, and into our selves. This class also has the added bonus of giving you the opportunity to make time for one of life’s luxuries – sitting down and enjoying a good book!

This class is also carries with several writing assignments, so you’ll be able to continue working on your skills as an academic writer. You will have a lot of writing to do, but in doing so, you’ll find you’ll be able to thoroughly explore reactions to and theories about the pieces you read.

Required Textbooks

Norton Anthology of American Literature, Shorter 6th ed. ISBN # 0393979695.

Winesburg, Ohio. By Sherwood Anderson. Any version is fine.

Other Requirements

You will also need an email account. If you don’t already have one, you can go to Hotmail.com, MSN.com, Mailcity.com, or Yahoo.com and sign up for a free account online. 

Suggested Purchases

Any standard college dictionary

Any standard thesaurus

MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 6th edition

Two 3.5” HD Formatted disks

Course Prerequisites

All students must have received a passing grade in English 101, 102 or their equivalents. In addition, it will be helpful if you’ve already had a survey of literature course prior to this class – such as ENG 209, 255, or 256.

I expect all students to use the MLA documentation style for papers, and to use standard American English. 

It is also important that students are willing and able to make a significant commitment of time and effort to the reading in this class. 
Attendance

Your participation and attendance in class are vital to developing the intense, thought provoking discussions that come from literature classes. Your regular participation and attendance are required. Each person starts out with 10 participation points. For each absences, you will lose 5 points in participation, and on your third absence, you will fail the class. Special circumstances, such as military deployments and illnesses must be documented (letter from command or doctor) for you to have an excused absence. It is your responsibility to sign in for class at each session. You are also expected to be on time and stay for the entire class session. Those coming to class more than 15 minutes late, or leaving during class or at breaks, will be considered absent for the entire class.

Discussion of Ideas

I believe that discussion is extremely important to the study of literature; therefore, I encourage each member of the class to contribute verbally to the class. You will have plenty of opportunity to make your unique voice and ideas heard. Do not be afraid of having the “wrong” idea. Literature is, after all, open to interpretation.

Final Grade

You final grade will be made up of the following:

Midterm paper = 20 points

Final paper = 20 points

5 Reflective Papers @ 4 points each = 20 points      

Exams = 30 points   

Participation/Attendance = 10 points

Preparation of Papers

All papers must be typed or computer generated, double-spaced, with one inch margins. Your name, course title and location, my name and date should be on the upper left-hand corner of the first page. Your last name and page number should be on each subsequent page. Make sure print is dark. Always title your paper! See the MLA handbook for specific paper guidelines. I do expect you to follow these guidelines, and you will be graded accordingly. All papers must have sources cited and correctly documented. 

You will write three essays in class, and have weekly reflective papers due each week

Reflective Papers

The reflective papers are usually about two typewritten pages in length, and do not require sources. Reflective papers should discuss your reaction to the week’s reading. You may want to go into great depth on one story, or focus on two or three pieces we’ve read. You do not have to write about each piece we read for the week. Choose to reflect on something inside the literature that inspired you, or that struck something inside you that you’d like to explore. Think of reflective papers as journaling about the literature you’ve read. I will collect reflective papers each week, but you only have to do five of them, so there may be some weeks where you choose not to do a reflective, and that’s fine. Just make sure to get your five in throughout the term.

Major Essays (2)

The two essays due in class are spaced out to be due at midterm and near the final exam. These papers should be somewhere between 10-15 pages in length and require college level source work and research. The midterm essay will be eligible for revision, but due to time constraints, I’ll only be able to read the final essay once.

Plagiarism

It goes without saying that I frown on plagiarism. Intentional or unintentional plagiarism ends in the same consequences: automatic class failure, and reporting to the dean of Language Arts for further action. All written work and presentations are to be your own ideas, and all sources used must be correctly cited and documented. Do not recycle papers from past classes, as this is classified as academic dishonesty as well. I suggest that you save all research in a research folder, along with notes and other drafts of papers, since I reserve the right to call in your research at any time to verify legitimacy. Once a final grade for a class is received, you may get rid of the research if you so choose.

Late Papers

All papers are due on the date and time listed on the schedule of assignments and/or assignment sheets.. Late papers will NOT be accepted, unless you have been out on deployment. You may hand in hard copies of papers, or you may email them to me. I will not accept late essays; however, you may turn them in early! Most students prefer to turn in their papers to be via email due to the convenience the internet offers, and the fact that it’s a lot easier to read my typed comments than my handwriting! I encourage you to email your papers to me at mmccarrick@yahoo.com.

If You Miss Class . . .

On the first day of class, you should introduce yourself to a few people and exchange email addresses and/or phone numbers. These are your study buddies. Contact them if you miss class to find out what materials were covered and to get handouts from them. I do not carry around extra handouts for students who miss class, nor do I email them out. You are responsible for meeting all deadlines regardless of whether or not you’re in class. I also do not give private lectures on the phone or via email. Think of me as a one night only appearance. If you miss me the night of class, you miss the show! 

EXAMS

An exam will be given every few weeks. The only acceptable reason for a make up exam is documented military deployments and illnesses. For those who miss an exam due to deployment or illness, you must make up the quiz in the next class session, or you forfeit your right to take the test. Also, please note that the exam is given at the BEGINNING of class, which means if you wander in off the street after class begins and the exam has already been administered, you will not be allowed to take it. Once the last exam is submitted, the window is closed, and no more exams will be handed out that night.

SAFE CLASSROOM ENVIRONMENT

I feel it is extremely important for all students to feel safe expressing ideas and philosophies in the classroom. The free exchange of intellectual debate and information is the cornerstone of higher learning, and as such, it is imperative that the college classroom be a place where students feel safe to express themselves without risk of censure or harassment by either the professor or fellow students. I will not tolerate language or behavior that can be construed as threatening or harassing. Please have respect for each other, even if you do not agree with all viewpoints discussed.  
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Assignments (schedule subject to change)

	
	                                    ASSIGNMENT



	4/6/2005
	Introduction to class; syllabus

PRELIMINARY READING: Early American Literature, 1620-1820, pp. 77-87.

Reflection paper # 1 due by 11:59pm Tuesday, 4/12, via email

	4/13/2005


	Due: Reflection Paper 1 due in class if turning in paper copy
CLASS FOCUS: Stories of the Beginning World

Reading: 

John Smith, pp. 37-55

William Bradford pp. 88-106

John Winthrop pp. 106-107; 118-127

Anne Bradstreet pp. 127-128; “To My Dear Child” pp. 144-147

Mary Rowlandson pp. 147-164

Jonathan Edwards pp. 174-176; “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” pp. 200-211

Reflection paper # 2 due by 11:59pm Tuesday, 4/19, via email

	4/20
	Due: Reflection Paper 2 in class if turning in paper copy
Receive Midterm Paper Assignment

CLASS FOCUS: Literature of Reason and Revolution

Reading: 

Benjamin Franklin pp. 211-213; “The Way To Wealth” pp. 213-219; “Remarks Concerning Savages of North America” pp. 219-223; “Autobiography” pp. 223-285

Thomas Paine pp. 308-309; “Common Sense” pp. 309-322

Thomas Jefferson pp. 322-323; “Declaration of Independence” pp. 324-330; “Notes on the State of Virginia” pp. 330-335; 

Reflection paper # 3 due by 11:59pm Tuesday, 4/26, via email

	4/27/2005
	Due: Reflection Paper 3 due in class if turning in paper copy
Exam # 1 on Early American Writers
CLASS FOCUS: Pre-Civil War, Anti-slavery

Reading:

American Lit 1820-1865 background pp. 409-425

Nathaniel Hawthorne pp. 584-586; “Young Goodman Brown” pp. 613-622; “The Minister’s Black Veil” pp. 630-638

Edgar Allen Poe pp. 697-700; “The Raven” pp. 701-704; “Annabel Lee” pp. 707-708



	5/4/2005


	MIDTERM PAPER DUE EITHER IN CLASS OR VIA EMAIL BY 11:59PM TONIGHT!

CLASS FOCUS: American Literature: 1865-1914; domestic unrest

Reading: 

American Literature: 1865-1914 pp. 1241-1257

Sara Orne Jewett pp. 1594-1596; “A White Heron” pp. 1596-1603

Kate Chopin pp. 1603-1605; “Desiree’s Baby” pp. 1616-1619

Charlotte Perkins Gilman p. 1656; “The Yellow Wallpaper” pp. 1656-1669

Reflection paper # 4 due by 11:59pm Tuesday, 5/10, via email

	5/11/2005
	Due: Reflection Paper 4 due in class if turning in paper copy
Receive Final Paper Assignment 
CLASS FOCUS: American Lit Between the Wars, early moderns

Reading: 

American Lit Between Wars pp. 1799-1811

Sherwood Anderson Winesburg, Ohio

Reflection paper # 5 due by 11:59pm Tuesday, 5/17, via email

	5/18/2005
	Due: Reflection Paper 5 due in class if turning in paper copy
Exam # 2on Pre-Civil War/Civil War Writers
CLASS FOCUS: TBA




The rest of the schedule will be printed in the near future!
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