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Types of Literature

Fall, 2005

Chaminade University

Fall, 2005

August 22-December 8

Section 02: MWF 8-8:50am, F253

Instructor: Mary L. McCarrick

Office: Henry 206H

Office hours: MW 10am-12pm and by appt.

Phone: 739-8534

Email: mmccarri@chaminade.edu
Alternate email: mmccarrick@yahoo.com

Course Objectives

The following are intended to maximize the personal and academic value of this course for students:

1. To learn the language of literary thought and criticism

2. To appreciate fiction, drama, and poetry, and understand the components and artistry of each.

3. To study each work as an individual work of art, and give a wide range of exposure to a great diversity of authors and their writing styles

4. To study each reading selection as a product of a specific social/historical context

5. To become more skilled in literary analysis

6. To appreciate that writing is an intensely personal experience, and to respect the fact that every author reveals much about his or her sense of the world in the writing process so that, at some level – literal, psychological, or imaginative – every story is to a degree autobiographical;  

7. To examine the “character” in literature – the conflicts, the flaws, the weaknesses and the strengths, the recognition of human limitations and of human potential, and of that occasional heroic response from the common man or woman.

8. To study characters who struggle with traditional roles

9. To produce a presentation on one of the works or authors discussed in class

10. To write well structured and developed papers based on original thinking, and to continue   developing your skills as a writer through conferencing, workshopping, and revision practices

Final Grade

You will note that the majority of your grade is based on your performance on several written assignments. This is a writing intensive class; all essays must be completed in order to earn a passing grade in the course. For your main papers, you are required to participate in conferences with me, class workshops with your peers, and to submit a first draft to me as well as a revision, which will be graded. Your final grade will be determined by the following:

1. Papers on topics approved by the instructor (usually about 5 pages each)

2. Reflective papers that explore your reactions to, and ideas about, the stories we’ve read for the week (usually 2 pages each)

3. Exams over the reading

4. Participation/Attendance

Course Description & Goals

Welcome to English 201! This course is designed to increase student’s awareness and appreciation of the enormous diversity of literature and its authors and their individual styles of writing. We’ll accomplish this through a detailed examination of several authors’ works, along with instruction on reading literature, the language of literary criticism, and an introduction to three types of literature – fiction, drama, and poetry. Hopefully, you will be introduced to some authors who will enrich your mind and give you different ways of viewing the world in which we live. Literature allows us new insights into the human experience, into our history, and into our selves. This class also has the added bonus of giving you the opportunity to make time for one of life’s luxuries – sitting down and enjoying a good story or poem!

This class is also carries with it the writing intensive designation, which means you will not only be introduced to the world of literature, but you’ll be able to continue working on your skills as an academic writer. You will have a lot of writing to do, but in doing so, you’ll find you’ll be able to thoroughly explore reactions to and theories about the pieces you read.

Required Textbooks

Meyer, Michael. Thinking and Writing About Literature: A Text and Anthology. 2nd ed. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2001. 
Other Requirements

You will also need an email account (you have one through Chaminade), as we’ll have a WEB CT site available to us for additional discussion, chatting, and workshopping.

Suggested Purchases

Any standard college dictionary

Any standard thesaurus

MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 6th edition

Two 3.5” HD Formatted disks, cds, or jump drive

Course Prerequisites

· All students must have received a grade of at least a C in English 102 or its equivalent. 

· I expect all students to use the MLA documentation style for papers, and to use standard  

      American English. 

· It is also important that students are willing and able to make a significant commitment of time and effort to the reading in this class. 
Attendance

Your participation and attendance in class are vital to developing the intense, thought provoking discussions that come from literature classes. Your regular participation and attendance are required. Each student begins this class with 10 points for participation. Your goal is to keep those points. You may miss FOUR classes throughout the semester, and for each class missed, you will lose 2.5 points participation. After four absences, your participation points will be gone. One the 5th absence, you will fail the class.  Special circumstances, such as military deployments and illnesses must be documented (letter from command or doctor). It is your responsibility to sign in for class at each session. You are also expected to be on time and stay for the entire class session. Those coming to class more than 15 minutes late, or leaving during class, at breaks, or anytime prior to the official end of class, will be considered absent for the entire class.

Participation

I believe that discussion is extremely important to the study of literature; therefore, I encourage each member of the class to contribute verbally to the class. You will have plenty of opportunity to make your unique voice and ideas heard. Do not be afraid of having the “wrong” idea. Literature is, after all, open to interpretation.

Final Grade

You final grade will be made up of the following:

Papers                         30 points                                             

Reflective Papers        20 points              

Exams                         40 points 

Participation               10 points

Total points possible: 100

Extra credit may become available throughout the semester.

Final grade scale:

100-90 A

89-80 B

79-70 C

69-60 D

59-0     F                                    

Preparation of Papers

All papers must be typed or computer generated, double-spaced, with one inch margins. Your name, course title and location, my name and date should be on the upper left-hand corner of the first page. Your last name and page number should be on each subsequent page. Make sure print is dark. Always title your paper! See the MLA handbook for specific paper guidelines. I do expect you to follow these guidelines, and you will be graded accordingly. All papers must have sources cited and correctly documented. 

Reflective Papers

The reflective papers are usually about two typewritten pages in length, and do not require sources. Reflective papers should discuss your reaction to the week’s reading. You may want to go into great depth on one story, or focus on two or three pieces we’ve read. You do not have to write about each piece we read for the week. Choose to reflect on something inside the literature that inspired you, or that struck something inside you that you’d like to explore. Think of reflective papers as journaling about the literature you’ve read.

Major Essays 

The major essays due in class are spaced out every few weeks. These papers should be a minimum of 5 pages in length and require source work and research. You must workshop a completed draft on the days set aside for that activity, be it in class or on WEB CT, and conference the paper with me both in class and during office hours as necessary. You will then have a week to revise your paper and email it to me by the due date listed on both the assignment sheet and the schedule of assignments. I expect all drafts workshopped and conferenced to be completed essays with documentation and works cited. Do not bring in one or two pages or outlines. You must attend the workshops and conferences, and submit the first draft and revised draft in order to receive a grade on each essay. 

Plagiarism

It goes without saying that I frown on plagiarism. Intentional or unintentional plagiarism ends in the same consequences: automatic class failure, and reporting to the dean of Language Arts for further action. All written work and presentations are to be your own ideas, and all sources used must be correctly cited and documented. Do not recycle papers from past classes, as this is classified as academic dishonesty as well. I suggest that you save all research in a research folder, along with notes and other drafts of papers, since I reserve the right to call in your research at any time to verify legitimacy. Once a final grade for a class is received, you may get rid of the research if you so choose. All occurrences of plagiarism will be dealt with by the issuance of an F for a final course grade, and a referral to the Dean of Students.

Late Papers

All papers are due at the beginning of class, or via email by the date and time listed on either the schedule of assignments or assignment sheets.  Late reflection papers will NOT be accepted, unless you have been out on deployment. You may hand in hard copies of papers, or you may email them to me. I will not accept late essays; however, you may turn them in early! Most students prefer to turn in their papers to be via email due to the convenience the internet offers, and the fact that it’s a lot easier to read my typed comments than my handwriting! I encourage you to email your papers to me.

If You Miss Class . . .

On the first day of class, you should introduce yourself to a few people and exchange email addresses and/or phone numbers. These are your study buddies. Contact them if you miss class to find out what materials were covered and to get handouts from them. I do not carry around extra handouts for students who miss class, nor do I email them out. You are responsible for meeting all deadlines regardless of whether or not you’re in class. I also do not give private lectures on the phone or via email. Think of me as a one night only appearance. If you miss me the night of class, you miss the show! 

Exams

Exams usually are given in class, but with the availability of WEB CT, take home essay exams may be given sometime during the semester. 

Cell Phones, Pages, etc.

If you are in the midst of a family emergency, or must be available for work by cell phone or pager, please notify me prior to class. Otherwise, I expect all electronic devices to be turned off in the classroom. This also covers MP3, CD players, and radios.

Withdrawing

Students who disappear during the term – that is, withdraw unofficially from the course – will fail the class. Please see me before withdrawing or dropping the class so that I can make proper note of it. 

Academic Honesty and Plagiarism
All material submitted in fulfillment of course requirements must be written by the registered student. While students are strongly encouraged to consult sources outside the required reading of the course, they are also responsible for clearly stating the nature of their sources. Statements of "common knowledge" are generally exempt from this scholarly requirement. 

Plagiarism is defined as the presentation of someone else's ideas or words as your own. Plagiarism in this course will result in a grade of "F" for the course.  The Dean of Students will be notified.

If the instructor suspects plagiarism, the burden of proof of the originality of the writing lies with the student. Evidence of originality would include copies of early drafts of the writing, research and interview notes, as well as the ability to discuss the themes of the writing with the instructor. Students should consider their instructor's vigilance in such matters a normal part of the academic process and should be prepared to present evidence of originality if requested. 

Students are strongly advised to save files of early drafts of essays, along with outlines, research notes and other supporting documentation, as the instructor may at any time require that they be presented. 

Recycling Papers

There is a growing trend towards plagiarism on college and university campuses, and one form of plagiarism is submitting old papers from past classes for grades in a current class. If you want to continue working on a paper you wrote prior to this class, you must meet with me first and show me the paper. I will make a decision on a case by case basis as to whether it will be possible for you to fulfill the requirements the assignment in this class, while at the same time, continuing to develop your ideas within the paper. Do not simply recycle your old papers for this class. Those who do this will fail the class on the grounds of academic dishonesty.

Disabilities

Please see me outside of class to let me know about any disabilities that may provide you extra challenges in this class. I encourage you to visit Student Services to learn your rights under the Americans with Disabilities Act.
Safe Classroom

My classrooms are considered a safe environment. This means I will not tolerate any harassing remarks, or any behaviors that can be deemed offensive to other classmates, faculty members, or me. I expect you to have the utmost respect for your learning community.  Violation of the safe classroom rule will lead to your automatic failure of the class.  If you experience any type of harassing behavior either inside the classroom, or outside of class, but during our classroom hours, please notify me immediately. 
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