CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY HONOLULU
Course title: Introduction to sociology (Soc 200)     Term:  Fall 2005

Text:  Sociology: The Essentials  (3rd Edition)

Instructor: Kevin D. Kim (Kevin.Kim@adjunct.chaminade.edu)      

Office Hours:  By appointment

Course Description:
This course is an introduction to the discipline of sociology based around the assigned text.  This course develops and assesses the skills and competencies for the General Education Core requirement of demonstrating an understanding of the Behavioral Sciences.

Course Objectives:

*To think critically about and analyze everyday life and social events from the sociological perspective;

*To know the major theoretical perspectives in sociology;

*To be able to do basic sociological research; 

*To understand the social nature of the basic social institutions of society; 

*To be able to apply social theory in their understandings of everyday life, 

*To be able to demonstrate an understanding of cultural relativism in a culturally diverse society & world; 

*To be able to explain, sociologically, major social issues, such as racism, sexism, etc., and

*To work collaboratively in small group tasks in order to explore and explain topical issues in social life.
Chaminade’s core values:

• to offer quality academic programs, both those leading to a degree and those focused on

continuing education, in a manner responsive to the needs of our students and

communities;

• to graduate students who are recognized for their liberal arts learning, preparation for

professional careers, facility in the use of information and communication technologies,

interest in life-long learning, appreciation of diversity, sense of ethical responsibility, and

commitment to leadership through service to affect positively individual lives and the

common good;
• to be a community that looks beyond itself and engages in public service, that enriches

the life of the wider community;

• to exhibit a strong social consciousness that expressly permeates all curricula;

• to engage in partnerships with the Hawaii community, our Pacific Island neighbors,

church and those with whom we share Marianist sponsorship;

• to explore critically the intersections of faith and culture and, consistent with our

engage our students in this dialogue and participate in the processes of public learning

and policy formulation and the building of a more just and peaceful society.
Each of these values is integrated, to varying degrees, in this course.

Mandatory assignments:
· Attendance, participation and effort: Five points subtracted for each absence over an allowed number of absences (based on an average). Students must read assignments and show up for class and discuss the issues.  (Emergency absences must be verified.)

· The first assignment is a one-page paper about how your life relates to a social issue.

· A one-page summary and analysis papers for each of the required chapters.  The first part should be a summary: a straightforward restatement of the main issue(s), in your own words, using a few brief quotes if needed.  The second part is your analysis: what is the significance of the issue covered in the chapter?  What are its implications?  Do you find any arguments or evidence compelling?  Agree or disagree?  Why or why not?  In other words, what are your own thoughts about the issue(s) you describe in the summary section?  

Extra-credit assignments:

· On the summary and analysis papers, extra credit will be given for longer papers and for quality, with one point given for every extra page turned in and for superior effort (e.g., typed versus hand-written papers).  Can be re-done.   

· The papers are due the class after the discussion or lectures end on that chapter.  There is no penalty for late papers, but extra credit will be given for papers turned in earlier.

· Turning in papers that are about anything that interests you on social issues.  

· An outline for ‘multiple papers with single subject’. Find a topic of interest to you (say, stem cell research if you are a biology major, or euthanasia if you are a nursing major). Imagine various papers that could be written for different classes (e.g., biology, public policy, history, religion, philosophy, economics, sociology) around the topic. Write an outline showing how each paper would be written. 

· Write a paper on this subject oriented toward sociology.

· A class presentation on your topic for the outline for ‘multiple papers w/ single subject’.

